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Front cover: Pte Clipper Miano of 8 Pl, O Coy, 1 RCR BG, 
on patrol in Afghanistan, 2010.

THE EDITOR’S DESK

PRO PATRIA 2010
Issue 92

Editing Pro Patria 2010 has given me the opportunity to vicariously experience a year in the life of a 
great institution, The Royal Canadian Regiment. It was a wonderful adventure and, I would have to 
say, a daunting challenge. Any success I have enjoyed in this endeavour is in large measure attributable 
to a handful of very gifted and dedicated people. First and foremost among these is my predecessor as 
Regimental Adjutant, Captain Tim Robinson. Every facet of this Regimental appointment has been 
stamped with the imprint of his huge energy, incredible work ethic and dynamic character. This is cer-
tainly the case with the Pro Patria magazine. This publication is very much the ongoing product of his 
innovative vision and dedication to our Regiment. A previous Regimental Adjutant and editor of Pro 
Patria, Captain Mike O’Leary, has also been a tremendous source of advice, help and inspiration. His 
knowledge of Regimental history and traditions is mythic. Mike is certainly the single most prolific 
contributor of highly entertaining and educational articles to the magazine. 

Pro Patria’s exceptionally talented Graphic Artist, Ms. Lisa Twomey, has made reality of the editor’s 
ideas and hopes for the Regimental magazine. Without her expertise and creativity, Pro Patria would 
be a much poorer product. Likewise, Corporal Phil Vincent, of RHQ, has been invaluable in sourcing 
photographs and pictures, while providing first-rate technical and computer assistance. Many of his 
suggestions have been ingenious. I must pay tribute to the leadership at Regimental Headquarters, in 
particular the Regimental Major, Major Jim MacInnis. He has been unfailingly patient, supportive 
and encouraging over the past year. I would also mention in gratitude the many selfless contributors 
whose enlightening articles and marvellous anecdotes have cast light on aspects of our Regimental 
history that might otherwise be soon forgotten.

The Regimental magazine, then known as The Connecting File, began life as a monthly mimeo-
graphed sheet shortly after the end of the First World War. Produced at Regimental Headquarters 
in London, Ontario, by 1925 it had emerged as a quality quarterly magazine with the structure and 
style it has largely retained to this day. The purpose of the magazine, then and now, was to provide 
a bridge between the two great elements of the Regiment: the serving members, whether they are in 
one of our four great Battalions or extra-regimentally employed; and those now retired from active 
military service. It is this very union that makes any regiment a living, dynamic entity that embraces 
past, present and future.

To list just some of the names of the Regimental giants who have served as editor of The Connecting 
File/Pro Patria, is both an inspiring and fearsome experience. This is especially so if one is attempting 
to follow in their footsteps as editor. The list includes the likes of Lieutenant-Colonel RJS Langford, 
Brigadier TG Gibson, General Charles Foulkes, Lieutenant-Colonel Ralph Crowe, Major-General 
Daniel Charles Spry and Colonel Omer Lavoie, to name but a few. To uphold the legacy passed on by 
such as these and to fulfil the Regimental magazine’s time-honoured mission, can be an overwhelming 
task. With the tremendous help of those already mentioned and of the many individual contributors, 
we will endeavour to maintain the very high standards of the past.

 Pro Patria

Captain RA Appleton, Regimental Adjutant
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COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT

MGen W.M. Holmes, MBE, CD

This will be my last contribution to Pro Patria as 
your Colonel of The Regiment. I have enjoyed the 
opportunity that Pro Patria has provided me to 
communicate with the regimental family writ large. 
This past year has, without doubt, been a year of 
tremendous achievement and accomplishment for 
The Royal Canadian Regiment. You will find in the 
pages of this Pro Patria the detail of the many activities 
and successes of our great Regiment with my goal 
here being to simply sum up some of the significant 
milestones and events.

The serving units of The Regiment have been actively 
involved in deployed domestic and expeditionary operations throughout the past 12 
months. Elements of the 2nd Battalion The Royal Canadian Regiment Battle Group 
deployed on Olympic security duties to Chilliwack early in the year, the 1 RCR Battle 
Group deployed to Afghanistan in the Spring, which was followed closely by the 3rd 
Battalion’s deployment to Huntsville for security duties related to the G8 Summit. The 
4th Battalion did their share by contributing soldiers to operations in both Afghanistan 
and Huntsville. The Regiment has also enjoyed success in major competitions including 
the 2 CMBG Iron Man Competition, and the CF Small Arms Competition where 3 RCR 
walked off with most of the prizes, including Private Tim Hiscock, of the 1st Battalion, 
who won the Queen’s Medal as a Tyro. On all fronts, the units and individuals of The 
Regiment have demonstrated professionalism, determination, skill and pride in all that 
they have done. 

Initiatives in other areas of regimental business have enjoyed equal success. The Museum 
expansion and renovation project is well underway thanks to our many generous donors, 
the Museum staff led by  Director, Claus Breede, the Museum Board of Directors under 
the leadership of BGen (Ret’d) Phil Spencer and  to the host of volunteers who strive 
behind the scenes to make our Museum a world class facility.  

The Regimental Association has experienced a spurt in dormant Branches being reactivated 
and the establishment of a new branch in Alberta, named for RSM Bobby Girouard. 
The plans for the transition and move of Association Headquarters from London to the 
Eastern Ontario Area in 2011 are nearing completion thanks to a lot of hard work by 
many people in both locations. The future of the Association is bright and I encourage 
all Royal Canadians to become involved with your local Branch, or as a member at large. 
Look to the regimental website for details. 

One of the most significant regimental initiatives to gain traction over the past year has 
been the establishment of the Regimental Veterans Care (RVC) program. The program, 
which is run out of the Regimental Headquarters in Petawawa, is a major step toward 
insuring that the long term interests of the families of our fallen, our wounded and their 



6 PRO PATRIA 2010

COLONEL OF THE REGIMENT

families and anyone else seeking assistance are tended to with the respect, diligence and 
discretion that is required and deserved.  The RVC program demonstrates a clear and 
lasting commitment to our soldiers and their families and is a true expression of our “once 
a Royal Canadian, always a Royal Canadian” philosophy.

For almost five years my wife Lana and I have had the honour to join with all components of 
our regimental family in many events and activities. There have been times of celebration, 
remembrance, joy and in good measure, sadness. I will personally cherish those special 
times when I have had the pleasure of visiting regimental soldiers at home and abroad, 
particularly my three trips to Afghanistan to see firsthand the superb and difficult work 
that Canadians do there. Lana and I will always remember our many visits to units and 
Association Branches where we have enjoyed unsurpassed hospitality and good fun. 

I leave the position of Colonel of The Regiment with a much better appreciation of how 
truly blessed we are as a Regiment. Our soldiers are world class warriors and our leaders 
at all rank levels are the best that Canada has to offer. The Regiment, quite rightly, has 
placed, and will continue to place, emphasis on our people. I am confident that our 
future is as bright as our past due to those who serve, those who have served, and the 
strong support that we enjoy from our families and the many friends of our Regiment.  In 
whatever of these categories you serve The Regiment, I thank you and send you my best 
wishes for the future.

Pro Patria

MGen Walter M. Holmes, MBE, MSM, CD
Colonel of the Regiment

CLS, LGen Devlin, presents MGen Holmes with the 

his tenure as Colonel of the Regiment.

MGen and Mrs. Holmes marking the Paardeburg 
Anniversary with the Regimental family.
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Field Marshal, His Royal Highness The 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, KG, 
KT, GBE, CD, has been Colonel-in-
Chief of The Royal Canadian Regiment 
since 08 December 1953. He is only the 
second to have held this honour (HRH 
Prince Arthur, the Duke of Connaught 
and Strathearn, the third son of Queen 
Victoria, was Colonel-in-Chief from 
04 April 1929 – 16 January 1942). 
Married to Queen Elizabeth II since 20 
November 1947, Prince Philip is a great-
great grandson of Queen Victoria. He 
became Colonel-in Chief of The RCR 
only months after Queen Elizabeth’s 
Coronation on 02 June 1953. Despite an 
incredibly busy schedule, HRH Prince 
Philip has maintained very close ties with 
the Regiment over the years.

Since their first visit to Canada as a royal 
couple in October 1951, Queen Elizabeth 
and Prince Philip have officially visited 
Canada on 22 occasions, spending a total 
of 222 days in the country. They have 
attended no less than seven Canada Day 
celebrations. Their 22nd and most recent 
visit occurred from 28 June - 06 July 
2010 and involved five Canadian cities: 
Halifax, Ottawa, Winnipeg, Toronto 
and Waterloo. It was during the first leg 
of the royal tour, while at Halifax on 
29 June 2010, that Prince Philip took 
the opportunity during an already full 
schedule to visit with members of The 
Royal Canadian Regiment. The venue for 
this meeting between Royal Canadians and 
their Colonel-in-Chief was, appropriately 
enough, Government House, the official 
residence of the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Nova Scotia, in Halifax.

Any meeting with HRH Prince Philip, a 

HRH Prince Philip in Halifax with The RCR 
29 June 2010

L-R: BGen Simms, HRH Prince Philip, MGen Holmes

HRH Prince Philip speaking with Regimental personnel

Group Photo with HRH Prince Philip
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vigorous, dynamic, outspoken and charismatic man, is always a memorable event. Leading the 
assembly of Royals was none other than the Colonel of the Regiment, Major-General Walter 
M. Holmes, MBE, MSM, CD. Among the other Regimental stalwarts present were Brigadier-
General (then Colonel) Jim Simms, Colonel Doug MacLean, Lieutenant-Colonel John Fife (CO 
2 RCR), Major Jim MacInnis (Regimental Major), Major Dave Ferron, Major Glen MacNeil, 
Major John Ryan (Ret’d), Major John Harrison (Ret’d), Captain Cliff Collison (Chairman The 
RCR Association), Chief Warrant Officer Ambrose Penton (RSM 2 RCR), Master Warrant Officer 
Dominic Chenard and Warrant Officer Darwin Fremont (Regimental Warrant Officer) and many 
others. Not surprisingly for the occasion, HRH Prince Philip wore his Regimental tie and, as 
always, proved to be extremely well informed as to regimental affairs.

Prince Philip with MWO Dominic ChenardPrince Philip speaks with members of The RCR Association

Editor’s Note: Correction 
In Pro Patria 2009, Issue 91, a very thoughtful and informative article, written by Mr. Doug Bingeman 
of the Windsor/Essex Branch of The RCR Association, entitled, “Commemoration Stone from Hill 
355, Little Gibraltar, Korea,” appeared on Pages 98-99. The article is in part about the ordeal faced at 
Hill 355 by 1 RCR in October 1952, during the Korean War. There was one very small error made in 
his fine article. On Page 98 Mr. Bingeman writes, “A Company had been subjected to terrible barrages 
in the weeks prior to the attack before being relieved by B Company.” In actual fact, B Company 
did not relieve A Company, but rather relieved D Company, in Area 2 of Hill 355, on the evening 
of 22 October 1952. This relief occurred shortly before the massive Chinese assault on Hill 355. For 
further details and confirmation please see Page 252 , “The Royal Canadian Regiment, Volume Two, 
1933-1966,” by G.R. Stevens or Page 242, “Establishing a Legacy, The History of The Royal Canadian 
Regiment, 1883-1953,” by Colonel Bernd Horn. I would like to thank Warrant Officer Victor S. 
Dingle (Ret’d) for pointing this out. Victor Dingle was a member of 1 RCR during the Korean War, 
fighting in the Battle of Kowang-San as a corporal and section commander in D Company. He was 
part of the counter-attack mounted by D Company at the height of the battle.
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The Royal Canadian Regiment 
BATTLE HONOURS

(The battle honours in bold are entitled to be borne on the Regimental Colour of each 
Battalion.)

Saskatchewan

North–West Canada, 1885

Paardeburg

South Africa, 1899-1900

Ypres 1915, ‘17

Gravenstafel

St. Julien

Festubert, 1915

Mount Sorrel

Somme, 1916

Pozieres

Flers–Courcelette

Ancre Heights

Arras 1917, ‘18

Vimy 1917

Arleux

Scarpe 1917, ‘18

Hill 70

Passchendaele

Amiens

Drocourt–Queant

Hindenburg Line

Canal Du Nord

Cambrai, 1918

Pursuit to Mons

France & Flanders

1915–18

Landing in Sicily

Valguarnera

Agira

Adrano

Regalbuto

Sicily 1943

Landing at Reggio

Motta Montecorvino

Campobasso

Torella

San Leonardo

The Gully

Ortona

Cassino II

Gustav Line

Liri Valley

Hitler Line

Gothic Line

Lamone Crossing

Misano Ridge

Rimini Line

San Martino–San Lorenzo

Pisciatello

Fosso Vecchio

Italy, 1943-1945

Apeldoorn

North-West Europe, 1945

Korea, 1951-1953

Colonel-in-Chief:  Field Marshall HRH The Prince Philip
 Duke of Edinburgh, KG, PC, KT, OM, GBE, QSD, CD

Colonel of the Regiment:  Colonel W.J. Aitchison, OMM, CD

Allied with:  The Rifles
 The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers
 The Jamaica Regiment
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THE REGIMENTAL SENATE

Chairman   BGen J.B. Simms, CD
Secretary Regimental Secretary LCol C.J.J. Mialkowski, CD
Members Colonel of the Regiment Col W.J. Aitchison, OMM, CD
 Former Colonels of the Regiment LGen J.E. Vance, CMM, CD
   MGen W.M. Holmes, MBE, MSM, CD
   MGen T.F. de Faye, CMM, CD
 Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel 4 RCR Col W.J. Pettipas, CD
 Serving RCR General Officers LGen P.J. Devlin, OMM, MMM, CD
   MGen D.C. Tabbernor, CMM, OMM, CD
   MGen J.H. Vance, OMM, MSC, CD
   BGen M.P. Jorgensen, OMM, MSM, CD
   BGen G.J.P. O’Brien OMM, MSC, CD
 Chairman REC Col R.D. Walker, MSC, CD
 Regimental Colonel Col M.J. Pearson, MSC, CD
 Chairman The RCR Trust Fund  Col W.N. Peters, CD (Ret’d)
 Chairman The RCR Association LCol RW McBride, CD (Ret’d)
 Chairman of the Advisory Board (as appointed by the Colonel of the Regiment)
 RCWO CWO M.R. Hornbrook, MMM, CD
 Immediate Past Chairman of the Senate BGen D.W. Thompson, OMM, MSC, CD
 Immediate Past RCWO  Maj E. Christensen, MMM, CD
 Commander Home Station LCol B.A. Costiff, CD
Any other members appointed by the Colonel of the Regiment.

THE REGIMENTAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Chairman   Col R.D. Walker, MSC, CD
President Regimental Secretary LCol C.J.J. Mialkowski, CD
Members Colonel of the Regiment Col W.J. Aitchison, OMM, CD
 Regimental Colonel Col M.J. Pearson, MSC, CD
 COs of Battalions 1 RCR LCol P.K. Scott, CD
   2 RCR LCol A.T. Ruff, CD
   3 RCR LCol D.N. Quick, SMV, CD
   4 RCR LCol G.P. Willaert, CD
 Commander Home Station  LCol B.A. Costiff, CD
 Chairman The RCR Trust Fund  Col W.N. Peters, CD (Ret’d)
 Chairman The RCR Association  LCol RW McBride, CD (Ret’d)
 RCWO  CWO M.R. Hornbrook, MMM, CD
 RSMs of Battalions 1 RCR CWO K.R. Donovan, CD
   2 RCR CWO A.E. Penton, CD
   3 RCR CWO K.M. Olstad, CD
   4 RCR CWO R.P. Talach, CD
Treasurer Regimental Major Maj J.E.R. MacInnis, CD
Secretary Regimental Adjutant Capt R.A. Appleton, CD
Any other person appointed by the Colonel of the Regiment.

THE ROYAL CANADIAN REGIMENT COUNCIL
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NON - GOVERNING BODIES WITHIN THE REGIMENT

The RCR Trust Fund Board of Trustees

Chairman – Col W.N. Peters, CD (Ret’d)
Vice-Chairman – MWO R.S. Fries, CD (Ret’d)
Treasurer – Capt P.C. Bartley, CD (Ret’d)
Secretary – Capt C.J. Collison, CD (Ret’d)
BGen G. J.P. O’Brien, OMM, MSC, CD
Regimental Secretary – LCol C.J.J. Mialkowski, CD
Comd Home Station – LCol B.A. Costiff, CD
Chmn Assn – LCol R.W. McBride, CD (Ret’d)
Regimental Major – Maj J.E.R. MacInnis, CD

The RCR Museum Board

Chmn – BGen G J.P. O’Brien, OMM, MSC, CD

Secretary; Dir/Curator – Mr. C. Breede
Honorary LCol 4 RCR - Col W.J. Pettipas, CD
Comd Home Station – LCol B.A. Costiff, CD
Regt’l Secretary – LCol C.J.J. Mialkowski
Regimental Major – Maj J.E.R. McInnis, CD
RCWO – CWO M.R. Hornbrook, MMM, CD
Chairman Trust – Col W.N. Peters, CD (Ret’d)
CO 4 RCR – LCol G.P. Willaert, CD
Col M.E.K. Campbell, CD
LCol A.J. Lawson, CD (Ret’d)
LCol M. Hand, CD (Ret’d)
Ms. Ann Fleming
Mr. P. Fox
Maj. G. Joice
Prof J. Vance

THE ROYAL CANADIAN REGIMENT COUNCIL
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REGIMENTAL MENTORS 

R egimental Mentors (typically Lieutenant-Colonels/Majors) and Assistant Mentors (typically 
Warrant Officer to CWO) will be appointed by the Regimental Colonel and directed to 

maintain a system of personal communications with each member of the Regiment on the list 
provided to the mentor annually by RHQ. Mentorship will be based on the most logical mix of 
geographical and organizational criteria such that all members of the Regiment and especially 
those on Extra-Regimental Employment (ERE) have a mentor who is accessible and who 
understands the particular working environment of the member. Where the workload demands 
it, additional Assistant Mentors may be appointed to handle specific geographical areas, units 
or circumstances. Unit Mentors will be the Commanding Officer and the Regimental Sergeant-
Major.

The Royal Canadian Regiment has mentors located across the country and internationally. Visit 
our website www.TheRoyalCanadianRegiment.ca to determine who the mentor is in your area. 

MENTOR REGIONS and UNITS

1st Battalion The Royal Canadian Regiment

2nd Battalion The Royal Canadian Regiment

3rd Battalion The Royal Canadian Regiment

4nd Battalion The Royal Canadian Regiment

Petawawa and Area

Quebec

New Brunswick (less 2nd Battalion)

Nova Scotia, PEI and Newfoundland

NCR and Environs (incl 33 CBG units)

CANSOFCOM-CSOR & DHTC

Belleville to Cornwall (incl 33 CBG, less CFLAWC)

Canadian Forces Land Advance Warfare Center (CFLAWC)

Toronto and SW Ontario

The Lakehead to the Prairies, British Columbia and The North

United States of America

United Kingdom & Europe

Other Internationally posted personnel
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1st Battalion
The Royal Canadian Regiment

LCol Conrad Mialkowski,CD

CWO S. G. Hartnell, CD

1 RCR

Introduction
Written by Capt P.W. Stokes, Battle Adjt

The past year has given the soldiers of 1st Battalion, The 
Royal Canadian Regiment much to reflect upon. The 
majority of the Battalion’s officers and soldiers spent 
2010 focused on the deployment to the Panjwaii District 
of Kandahar Province, Afghanistan, as the 1 RCR Battle 
Group (BG). The Battle Group, under the command team of 
LCol C.J. Mialkowski and CWO S.G. Hartnell, conducted 
operations to combat an ongoing insurgency. Meanwhile, 
those who remained as the Rear Party focused their efforts 
on supporting the deployed soldiers and their families.  The 
Battalion triumphantly rose to every challenge, successfully 
completing its mission with an outstandingly high level 
of professionalism, dedication and courage. All members 
of 1 RCR take pride in this. The year was filled with both 
joyous events and sombre moments, as many soldiers must 
contend with the mixed emotions of knowing that they were 
successful in conducting combat operations under extreme 
conditions, while appreciating that this accomplishment 
came with the terrible price of losing comrades to enemy 
action.

It was a year that saw soldiers meld together to form highly 
effective and cohesive teams; whether fighting as a Section 
or Combat Team, or pulling together as the Rear Party to 
assist the deployed members’ families and our wounded 
and fallen soldiers. They built an esprit-de-corps and trust 
that can only be realized during the most demanding of 
situations. The professionalism of the men and women of 
the 1 RCR BG and Rear Party was clearly evident as they 
recognized the demands made of them and strived to not 
only to meet those demands, but exceed them.

The BG started the year with a deployment to the National 
Training Centre at Fort Irwin, California to begin pre-
deployment training. The first month consisted of a rotation 
through exercise stands to rehearse and hone such skills as 
casualty management, collective live fire ranges, IED Drills 
and more. After the first month everyone enjoyed a four day 
break which included a 24 hour pass to Las Vegas before 
beginning Ex MAPLE GUARDIAN which would conclude 
our training prior to deploying to Afghanistan.  The BG 
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returned to Canada to complete more ranges 
then started pre-deployment leave.  Upon 
completion of all the training it was clear that 
the soldiers possessed the required dedication to 
the mission and each other, and when combined 
with a high degree of soldiering proficiency and 
physical fitness, it made the 1 RCR BG a strong 
and formidable fighting unit.  We were ready 
for Afghanistan.

The first elements of the 1 RCR BG arrived in 
Afghanistan ready for operations in early April 
and started the Relief in Place (RIP) operation 
with the Task Force 3-09 Battle Group 
based on the 1st Battalion, Princess Patricia’s 
Canadian Light Infantry. The deployment 
schedule became complicated for a few weeks, 
as the eruptions of the Eyjafjallajökull Volcano 
in Iceland caused numerous flight cancellations 
and delays.  Flights were rescheduled and on 5 
May 2010 LCol Mialkowski took command 
of the Battle Group from LCol Jerry Walsh of 
1PPCLI, with the RIP completed a few weeks 
later.  It wasn’t long until the summer fighting 
season began, as promised by the insurgents, 
with the very first Troops in Contact (TIC) 
event occurring on 12 May 2010. The BG 
then encountered at least one Significant Act 
(SigAct) every day until the beginning of 
October. Some days were slower than others 
with perhaps only one SigAct, and there were 
other more hectic days that tested everyone. 
One day we encountered 16 SigAct and on 
15 May 2010 every element of the BG was 
engaged by insurgents in what appeared to be 
a coordinated, well planned attack across the 
entire AO. Throughout this time, the 1 RCR 
BG conducted operations that stabilized the 
area and continued to drive the insurgents 
from the Area of Operations, providing a level 
of security in the Panjwaii District not seen for 
well over a decade.

This success was partly due to an obstacle 
belt consisting of trenches, wire, and barriers 
constructed from the Arghandab River to the 
Dowry River. Stretching more than 10 km and 
most likely the longest obstacle belt created 
by Canadian troops since the Korean War, it 

greatly assisted with controlling the flow of 
traffic from the Horn of Panjwaii into the 1 RCR 
BG Area of Operations. With several Access 
Control Points along the obstacle belt, section-
sized elements, with the assistance of ANA 
troops and US Army identification specialists, 
interacted with local nationals and checked for 
weapons, contraband and suspicious people.  
Combined with seven discrete BG operations, 
10 independent sub-unit operations and the 
BG’s participation in the Clear and Hold 
operation in Zhari and Panjwaii, there is little 
doubt that by the end of the tour the 1 RCR 
BG had successfully built on the achievements 
of previous Battle Groups. It was fully prepared 
for the RIP with the incoming TF 3-10, 1st 
Battalion, Royal 22e Regiment BG.

The Battle Group’s redeployment to Canada 
started during the first week of November with 
a decompression stop of 4 days in Cyprus, and 
concluded with the last members of the BG 
returning on 23 December 2010, just in time to 
join their families for Christmas.  After several 
days of post-tour administration, we all took 
well deserved leave to start the reintegration 
with our families and to prepare for 2011.

The best way to appreciate the experiences of 
the members of 1 RCR during 2010 is to hear 
it from the soldiers themselves.  As such, the 
companies were invited to submit articles that 
could provide their soldiers’ perspectives of 
their experiences during 2010. 

Duke’s Coy and Rear 
Party
Written by Lt J.M. Kool, 2 Pl Comd

Though greater focus is normally given to 
deployed operations, the job completed by 
members of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Company 
– the most sizable contingent of TF 1-10 Battle 
Group Rear Party – was no less important to 
the success of the mission. Duke’s Company’s 
critical priority was support to the Battle 
Group. This included maintaining a ready pool 
of replacement soldiers able to deploy on short 
notice, providing officers and NCOs to act as 
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casualty assisting officers for our wounded, detailing soldiers to stand as honour guards for our 
fallen, and maintaining the link between the Commanding Officer and Petawawa.

Duke’s second priority was to provide support for other ongoing operations. This included 
maintaining a DART element ready to deploy on a moments’ notice, and providing support to 
security operations for the G8 Summit in Huntsville. Close to fifty soldiers were tasked to Task 
Force Huntsville, including a platoon providing security to the logistics camp, an extraction 
team ready to evacuate heads of state in case of emergency and individual augmentation at all 
headquarters. 

As summer came to an end, the Duke’s Company priority shifted to training and the Company 
began to focus on regenerating its own war-fighting skills. Low level training was conducted at the 
platoon level, and the Company deployed to the field to conduct difficult and realistic mounted 
and dismounted training throughout October and November. 

As fall turned to winter, preparations began for the most challenging training exercise Duke’s had 
seen in years – sub-arctic operations in some of Ontario’s harshest terrain. Following the break 
for the holidays, Duke’s Company, with attachments from Brigade Headquarters and Signals 
Squadron, as well as medics from 2 Field Ambulance, travelled north by bus and train for fifteen 
hours to the northern communities of Moosenee and Moose Factory. Once there, soldiers learned 
cold weather survival skills from the Canadian Rangers, participated in a community day complete 
with a friendly hockey game, and deployed for four days into the Ontario wilderness to conduct 
a company level training exercise. Temperatures were as low as -64 degrees, and the snow in most 
cases was more than four feet deep, but morale remained high and new skills were learned and 
practiced. 

Following the Company’s return to Petawawa, TF 1-10 Rear Party officially stood down, and 
Duke’s rejoined the Battalion, ready for future taskings.

Bravo Coy
As the soldiers of Bravo Company conducted their final patrols in Afghanistan, we looked back on 
a difficult but fulfilling year full of new challenges and experiences. From the mountains and plains 
of the Mohave Desert to the endless grape rows of Panjwaii, Bravo has been put to the test and had 
proven itself over and over again.

January and February saw the 1 RCR Battle Group deploy on Exercise Maple Guardian at the 
National Training Center at Fort Irwin, California. For many of the soldiers in Bravo Company 
this was their first deployment outside of Canada. Bravo Coy was immediately struck by the scale of 

MCpl R. Hawkyard,  

Pte J. Ziegler and  

Cpl A. Gardiner, B Coy 

HQ pers prior to an 

airmobile operation in 

Panjwaii.
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the training conducted; operating across large 
distances, through complex villages populated 
by dozens of residents, and conducting 
complex combined arms live fire exercises. The 
troops worked with tanks for the first time, 
experienced realistic and demanding mass 
casualty scenarios, and constantly employed 
their Counter-IED drills, performing the 5 
and 20 drills until they became automatic and 
instinctive. Living in leaguers and platoon 
houses, the Company experienced the unusual 
desert conditions, enduring flash floods and 
unexpected constant rain.

Bravo Coy returned from leave in May and 
began the long deployment to Kandahar.  
Arriving at KAF in May of 2010, Bravo 
Company soldiers were quickly processed then 
boarded a Chinook helicopter to go outside the 
wire.  For many young soldiers this was their 
first ride on a military helicopter, but only one 
of many to come.

From the Patrol Base the platoons quickly 

deployed to the Combat Outposts (COP). 
Acclimatizing to the extreme temperatures 
and adjusting to the difficult terrain were the 
immediate challenges faced in our new homes. 
The intense heat and deep grape rows and high 
mud walls proved challenging, but within a 
few patrols all the platoons found their stride. 
Shortly after arriving, 4 Platoon conducted 
Op Cannonball Run, escorting the Guns to a 
new position. This offered the platoon its first 
and only trip outside of the Bravo Coy AO. 
Patrolling in 4 Platoon’s AO offered frequent 
interaction with locals in the main village. 
The intense C-IED training during Ex Maple 
Guardian quickly paid off, as nearly every 
patrol during the early summer discovered an 
IED. The soldiers of 4 Platoon also learned how 
to partner and work with the Afghan National 
Police, who lived with them at their COP.  

With the security situation in Bravo’s AO 
improving as autumn approached, 4 Platoon 
returned to daily patrolling throughout the 
AO, and we were able to easily thwart repeated 

Resupply to COP 
MACTHAB, B Coy
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INS (insurgent) attacks on the TI (tactical 
infrastructure). The Platoon continued 
its aggressive style of patrolling, always 
climbing up and over any obstacle in our 
way, avoiding obvious routes and paths at 
all times.  

By September the men of 5 Platoon, Bravo 
Company had been battling the Taliban in the Panjwaii District of Kandahar province since the 
beginning of May. With the onrush of autumn came not only a reprieve from the searing heat of 
an Afghan summer, but also a lull in insurgent activity.   

With the end of September in sight, 5 Pl received orders that it would be handing over to the ANA 
and pushing out to the west. The main effort of B Coy was still in the main village. With 4 and 6 
platoons both situated in town, it fell to 5 Pl to extend the Canadian influence beyond the main 
village.   

The area to the west had not yet had a significant Canadian presence, so the soldiers were expecting 
to run into some heavy resistance. As a result of this, the bulk of the Company was dispatched to 
provide security while 5 Platoon moved in. Soldiers from 5 Platoon deployed to another village to 
disrupt insurgent activity and to ensure that the main effort, the construction of their new TI and 
an Access Control Point (ACP), could go on unmolested.   

Lt Stephen Keeble Firing an 
M72 in Combat

5 Platoon Silhouette Lt Keeble, Sgt 
Martin, and Cpl Knapp
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The first step in securing the Platoon’s new 
home was to relocate the current denizens of 
the compound. A group of Afghan nomads 
had taken up residence in the abandoned mud 
huts. For the next three days, the Canadians 
co-existed with the nomads, and each morning 
the soldiers woke up surrounded by sheep and 
the occasional camel.     

As the week progressed, defensive walls were 
finished and a huge amount of wire was strung 
up around the perimeter. Soldiers constructed 
everything from rooftop observation posts 
and ladders, to wooden outhouses and bedside 
tables. Within a week’s time, the men of 5 
Pl had taken a filthy, non-defendable mud 
compound and turned it into a secure and 
comfortable home.

6 Platoon, B Coy arrived in Afghanistan and 
moved into its COP position south of the main 
village. The platoon had many opportunities to 
interact with the local population, including 
such occasions as village shuras (meetings), 
providing first aid to villagers and buying 
items from local shop owners. For the next 
couple of months, the platoon conducted daily 
dismounted patrols, partnered with soldiers the 

ANA (Afghan National Army). These Afghan 
soldiers lived with 6 Platoon at the COP. The 
patrols were extremely physically demanding 
due to the weight carried, combined with the 
suffocating heat and the navigation of grape 
fields that were often up to ten feet in depth. 
The temperature in Afghanistan actually got up 
to a high of sixty seven degrees Celsius. 

The area was heavily saturated with IEDs.  
Furthermore, the IED threat was far from 
the only concern. The platoon could count 
on up to two daily indirect fire attacks on the 
COP. These attacks included small arms fire 
from AK-47 rifles, automatic fire from PKM 
machine-guns, and the unforgettable cry of 
incoming rocket-propelled grenades. The most 
feared threat during these contacts however, 
was the telltale whoosh of the 82mm recoilless 
rifle rounds. 

As the days got hotter they also got longer. 
Bravo had begun as an unscathed unit, but 
soon suffered a series of devastating casualties 
due to the omnipresent IED threat. At the end 
of July, after two and a half months, B Coy 
conducted a relief-in-place involving 4 and 6 
Pls. 6 Pl patrols now went from eight hours to 

B Coy HQ with OC B Maj AM Douglas 
and CSM MWO BJ Amirault.
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two hours duration. Patrols were certainly less 
gruelling physically, but the same IED and 
direct fire risk existed within the new area of 
operations at the main village. 

The days went on and so did we. Regardless of 
what the situation was we kept soldiering. We 
can leave with our heads held high, knowing 
that our mission to secure the Bravo Company 
AO was an unqualified success. This success, 
however, was not without a price. It came 
through relentless effort, perseverance in the 
face of adversity and above all else, it came at 
the cost of lives lost and countless casualties; 
sacrifices we will never forget.   

Charles Coy - BBQs 

Written by Pte C. Henderson and  
Capt D. Anions.

The year 2010 started off with a BANG! 
Soldiers from Charles Company headed to 
the National Training Center located at Fort 
Irwin, California. An extensive eight week pre-
deployment training event prepared the soldiers 
for most if not all of the situations that were to 

be faced in Afghanistan.  From early morning 
platoon attacks to the flash floods that nearly 
swept away the Company sleeping quarters, 
there was never a dull moment.  

The Charles Coy deployment to Afghanistan 
began in mid-April and carried on until early 
May when the Coy complete was on the 
ground. The long 14 hour flight from Canada 
definitely had soldiers jet lagged for the first 
three days which were spent in KAF clearing 
in and test firing our weapons. For many of 
us, getting on a Chinook for the first time was 
a little nerve racking as finally, after all the 
months of training we were going to be “outside 
the wire.”  

We landed at PBSG (Patrol Base Sperwan Ghar) 
and it was an eye opening experience. Our 
base was built around a man-made mountain 
of dirt that stretched 250 meters upwards into 
the blue Afghan sky. The living quarters were 
impressive: each room had 10 bunk beds with 
an air conditioner, a place to hang your clothes, 
power outlets and even some mice from time 
to time! We were living in luxury.  PBSG was 
equipped with a mess, a gym, showers, laundry 
facilities and even a BBQ area. It wasn’t a bad 

Afghan led partnered operation in the Sperwan Area.
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go at all, as we learned that you could conduct a fighting patrol having had  RPGs fired at you for 
an hour, then return to PBSG for a BBQ and some fresh chow.  

The first few days for 8 and 9 Platoons were full of patrols. Allowing soldiers to get their feet wet, 
so to speak, walking through waist deep irrigation canals that contained more human feces than 
water was an experience that few of us will forget (or wish to repeat). Our first patrols with the 
outgoing Charlie Company, 1 PPCLI BG, were gruelling and hot. Carrying our packs with over 65 
pounds of gear, water and ammo, we sweated our butts off as it was only early May and a scorching 
47 degrees Celsius. Needless to say, by the time the patrols exfilled and returned to PBSG we were 
soaked from sweat and charged with adrenaline. Patrolling was nerve racking until you heard the 
crack and whistle of rounds zipping past your head. It is at these moments when all the training 
comes into play and a soldier’s skills take over as you communicate and react to effective enemy fire.

Unfortunately for 7 Pl, it was sent to the tank leaguer to work as the infantry intimate support for 
the tank squadron, providing critical close protection and infantry skills. The platoon spent the 
first 6 weeks sitting in the desert, eating enemy RPGs rounds and dealing with sand storms. One 
of its more unusual experiences was watching allegedly friendly ANA soldiers fire RPG rounds 
through the 7 Pl leaguer, between Canadian vehicles, while attempting to spoil enemy attacks! 
Fortunately, 7 Pl was eventually rotated out and returned to Charles Coy. 

8 Pl was tasked with a number of exciting missions, outside of normal routine. This included 
being sent to Camp Nathan Smith in Kandahar City to work closely with an American MP Pl 
in establishing security for the Afghans of “KC.” Additionally, the platoon had the interesting 
mission of escorting to the BG AO a brand new ANA Company from an American FOB. Later, 
8 Pl returned for the remainder of the Afghan Kandak (battalion). At the commencement of the 
Kandak escort, a convoy of over 200 vehicles was assembled for the long road move.  

Through the course of the tour Charles Company was tasked with a variety of missions including 
patrolling, supporting PsyOps projects, as well as setting up Area Control Points (ACPs). The 

establishment of ACPs was a new 
tactic employed by the TFK (Task 
Force Kandahar) Commander 
to attempt to isolate “Bandit 
Country” (i.e. everything to the 
west of PBSG) from everything 
to the east, where the bulk of the 
population of Panjwai is located. 
To support this, construction 
of a massive obstacle belt began 
in early September and was 
completed in November. BG 
Sappers worked day and night, 
under our watchful eyes as Force 
Protection, to complete this huge 
undertaking, coming under 
frequent contact, fighting back 
for up to 30 minutes at a time and 
then continuing with the work. 
The largest obstacle belt built by 
Canadians since Korea, it tied 
in several ACPs which funnelled 

Soldiers from C Coy and 2 CER Engineers constructing 
the obstacle belt North of PBSG.  The longest obstacle 
belt built since the Korean War.
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the Afghan locals into check points manned 
by Charles Coy, at times also by our Recce Pl 
soldiers and, most importantly, the Afghan 
National Army.

ACP 2, manned by 9 Pl, came under contact 
twice a day for eight days from the same 
village. Once Maj Eleanor Taylor (OC Charles) 
received permission from higher, we were able 
to render the enemy firing positions unusable. 
While these positions were being neutralized, 
our Sappers found a cache of mortar rounds 
and dozens of IEDs still being put together. 
That very night the insurgents came to engage 
us from their usual positions and upon arriving 
found these destroyed. Still committed to 
attacking the ACP they began to crawl towards 
what they thought was an unsuspecting 
Canadian ACP. Little did they know that 
Capt Steve “Gunny” Good (2IC Charles) was 
watching them on the PSS camera feed. Within 

15 minutes, our Gunners from 2 RCHA had 40 
X 81MM mortar rounds of HE raining down 
on the insurgents, complimented with a very 
well aimed Hellfire missile fired from a Reaper 
UAV (unmanned aerial vehicle). After that, 
there was very little contact with the enemy at 
ACP 2.

At the ACPs the locals were searched and 
allowed to pass through. For the first time 
things began to settle down in the district. The 
last two months of our tour was spent for the 
most part at the ACPs working closely with 
the Afghan National Army to help ensure 
insurgent activity was reduced on the roads and 
in the villages of Panjwaii. As the “Vandoos” 
from 1R22eR BG began to arrive we knew our 
time in theatre was rapidly drawing to a close.  

Before returning home we made a quick 
stop in Cyprus where we could unwind with 
decompression and training. It was a very 

Pte Kuglics AKA “the Flash” and 
Soldiers from 9 Pl keep the mood 
light at ACP 3 while attempting to 
block INS from the ring of stability
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relaxing four days full of sun, good times and 
good friends. Charles Coy was home complete 
as of December 23rd, 2010 and it will be an 
experience we will never forget. Pro Patria!

Echo Coy
9 Tac – The Road Warriors

LCol Conrad Mialkowski and CWO Stu 
Hartnell mustered their tactical team in 
September 2009. The team consisted of 16 
members from the 1st Battalion The Royal 
Canadian Regiment. With Capt Stokes and Sgt 
McGlynn in command, the team was tasked 
to provide operational support consisting 
mainly of transport and security for the Battle 
Group’s Command Team while also manning 
a mobile Command Post during the seven 
months deployment to Kandahar Province, 
Afghanistan. 

The team also had two signallers from HQ 
and SIGS Sqn, a medic from 2 Field Amb, an 
Echo call sign (E39), consisting of seven field 
engineers from 2 CER, led by Maj Smith and 

MWO Manoukarakis, and a Golf call sign 
(G19), consisting of seven Gunners from 2 
RCHA led by Maj Haire and MWO Beaudry. 

After four months of pre-deployment training 
in Petawawa and two months in not-so-sunny 
California, the team was more than prepared 
for the high pace of summer operations. We 
hit the ground running and within a couple of 
days were conducting mounted patrols through 
Kandahar City and the 1 RCR BG AO. We 
visited every position, not only so the CO 
could familiarize himself with the terrain, but 
have the opportunity to talk face-to-face with 
soldiers across the battlefield from both the 
incoming and outgoing Battle Groups. 

The level of professionalism and experience 
throughout 9 Tac was clearly evident, with 
such qualifications as recce, sniper, combat 
diver and forward air controller spread amongst 
the members of the “TAC”. These skills were 
utilized many times on various occasions 
ranging from IED finds, overnight cordons, 
and dismounted and mounted patrols. This 
especially became apparent when 9 Tac was 

LCol Mialkowski, CO 1 RCR BG, on foot 
patrol with members of 9 Tac and C 
Coy during Op AZADI 2 near PBSG.
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ambushed in the vicinity of Patrol Base 
Sperwan Ghar by an insurgent RPG team. 
The members of 9 Tac quickly launched into 
action and together we repelled the ambush 
and dealt with the aftermath. 

The team had a busy tour, conducting 
road moves almost every day, racking up 

thousands of kilometres on our LAVs as we drove on every MSR and ASR (and several black 
tracks) within and into our AO. As well, the dismounted element of 9 Tac walked the roads of 
almost every community the BG call signs had deployed to. This unique aspect of our job and 
experience contributed to a lifelong bond which was formed between our members. Working 
for LCol Mialkowski and CWO Hartnell was both a pleasure and an honour and a wealth of 
knowledge was gained by all members of the 9 Tac. Pro Patria

Pte Black, a medic with 9 Tac, treats an 
injured child near the Arghandab River.

Pte Black, MCpl Drinkwater, Sgt McGlynn, 
Cpl Meeks and Cpl Barrett of 9 Tac at Access 
Control Point (ACP) 1.
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Snipers
It was a cool night in early July 2010 in 
Kandahar Province, Southern Afghanistan. 
Our Sniper Detachment was preparing to 
depart a Coalition Force (CF) Combat Outpost 
(COP) to establish a night observation post 
(OP) with the intent of observing activity in a 
nearby town. Our patrol was larger than usual 
as we attached three members from B Coy to 
act as our guides. They had previously taken 
part in operations to find and clear Improvised 
Explosive Devices (IEDs) in the area we were 
going into, so their experience was crucial.

Our mission was to support a patrol from B 
Coy, 5 Platoon, which was tasked to clear into 
the town at first light. One week earlier there 
had been two IED strikes in this town, at the 
intersection of routes Chester and Caribou. 
Clearing into the town was an incredibly 
dangerous job and we were well aware that the 
platoon’s movement into the town would stir 
up a lot of insurgent activity.

We left the COP in the dead of night to establish 
a position of observation. After moving 
tactically through an obstacle course of grape 
fields and previously identified IED locations, 
we found ourselves in a location that provided 
good observation onto our target area. We were 
well concealed within some dense brush and 

we had good fields of fire into the town. Our 
two shooters set up their .338 Timberwolf rifles 
and the rest of us hunkered down quickly as 
first light approached. As the sun crept over 
the horizon the spotter picked up a suspected 
insurgent walking around the intersection of 
routes Chester and Caribou. We watched him 
intently, assessing his every move.  We then 
observed him planting an IED in the area that 
5 Platoon was going to move through. Both 
shooters zeroed in on the insurgent and fired 
simultaneously. The shots rang out, breaking 
the early morning silence, and the insurgent 
dropped to the ground. 

This created a frenzy of activity within the 
town. Instantly a number of other possible 
insurgents moved out in all directions to see 
if they could spot where the shots had come 
from. We watched and waited as the insurgents 
probed our location. One local came within 
a few meters of our position, but did not see 
us as we were well hidden. Knowing that 5 
Platoon would not be able to support us for a 
while longer, our patrol commander made the 
decision to move us into a better location on 
some higher ground. This way we figured if 
we had to fight at least we would be in a much 
better position to do so.

As 5 Platoon made their way across the grape 
fields and ditches we had travelled the night  

Capt Stokes, Battle Adjt (left) 
begins to give Patrol Orders prior 
to a road move by 9 Tac.
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before, we were slightly relieved for ourselves, but also now very concerned for the platoon. This 
meant that all insurgents eyes were no longer looking for us, but were now trained on 5 Platoon. 
Enemy attacks on the “infil” and “exfil”  routes from the town were common. The soldiers of 5 
Platoon made their way into town without incident on this occasion and began the clearance. After 
a few hours we received word over the radio that they were done in the town and the platoon was 
ready to begin their exfil. We waited until every last man was out and that’s when we received word 
over the radio that insurgent activity had just been picked up. 

PSS (Persistent Surveillance System, i.e. observation balloon) had observed a Taliban mortar team 
setting up in anticipation of hitting the patrol on its way out of town. We quickly packed up and 
moved to link up with the platoon. As we reached their patrol we received word that fast air was 
up and a 500 lb JDAM was going to be dropped on the insurgents. We quickly covered off on 5 
Platoon’s flank to see if we could engage the insurgents, but we were a little too late. The JDAM 
struck killing two insurgents, but leaving the others to scatter. That’s when the 81MM mortars 
from Patrol Base Shoja fired up suspected insurgent locations. As the mortars peppered the area 
with rounds, we watched the conclusion of a very successful mission. 

When all was said and done, we made our way back to our COP. It had been a good day. We 
conducted many OPs looking into the town with the same intent and many of these had the same 
success. A few months later 1 RCR BG’s Oscar Coy would clear and hold the intersection of routes 
Chester and Caribou, which turned out to be littered with highly lethal IEDs.

Recce Platoon
Written by Cpl Joel Knight

Before the confetti from the New Year celebrations had hit the ground we left our families and loved 
ones for pre-deployment training in Fort Irwin, California. We packed up our bags and traded in 
our wool hats and scarves for bush caps and sun screen. While there we faced many challenges 
such as: flooding due to rain, American-style training for the war in Iraq, and being away from 
our families and loved ones for yet another two months. While overcoming these obstacles we did 
learn how to work as a team, improved our communications, listened to every word the veterans in 
our platoon had for us Afghanistan virgins,  and we saw a glimpse of what the terrain of southern 
Afghanistan would be like.

The first part of the training saw us go through multiple scenarios that you would most likely 
expect to endure in Iraq and a few that could happen in Afghanistan. We completed a mounted 
route reconnaissance, dismounted patrols through towns and cities, mounted patrols, casualty 
evacuation in urban and rural areas and reacting to ambushes and suicide bombers, among many 
other things. After faring well in the gruelling mass casualty evacuation and triage in an urban 
area scenario, we were selected to run through the scenario for high ranking officers and other 
distinguished guests at Fort Irwin. This scenario in particular had extremely valuable teaching 
methods because there were pictures and video footage taken while the participants fought their 
way through the city. These images were shown during the After Action Review which was 
conducted after every scenario. During the scenarios we gained new skills and improved on the 
ones we already possessed. After the completion of the first part of our training we had 24 hours to 
blow off a little steam in Las Vegas. 

The second part of our stay at Fort Irwin tested these new and refined skills by submerging 
the Battle Group as a whole into a large scenario that lasted an extended period of time. Recce 
Platoon had a wide range of responsibilities for the second stage, with some examples of these 
being mounted and dismounted patrols, point and area reconnaissance, clearing through a known 
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insurgent training area and providing over 
watch while rifle companies cleared objectives.

After returning home from our two month 
absence we received a little time off before going 
back to finish our workup training. During this 
time the platoon was split into various groups, 
some doing Tactical Combat Casualty Care, 
which is a bridge between the care that field 
medics provide and the Combat First aid that 
all combat arms soldiers receive. All soldiers 
did Theatre Mission Specific Training which 
included classes such as the aforementioned 
Combat First Aid, IED awareness and 
detection and also some basic cultural and 
language training. When the training was 
complete we prepared our kit for Afghanistan 
before enjoying some well needed and deserved 
time off.

On 7 May over half the platoon left for theatre 
while the rest were to join them a few days later.  
After landing on the ground in Afghanistan in 
much hotter weather we were to be issued the 
rest of our kit, briefed on the current situation 
and then sent to join the rest of the Battle 
Group. Due to the volcano erupting in Iceland 
and spewing ash blanketing a vast area in 
Europe, the remainder of the recce patrolmen 
ended up being delayed and had to wait to join 
the rest of their comrades. After what seemed 
like an eternity, but in reality was less than 2 
weeks, the two halves came together with lots 
of smiling faces.

Recce Platoon was employed across the BG 
AO primarily as key enabler in support of Coy 
and BG level operations. From June-July, close 
target reconnaissance and close observation 
operations were either in direct support of 
Combat Team CLEAR operations or were used 
to DEFINE the insurgency on the peripheries 
of Coy, BG, and TFK boundaries. These 
areas were not actively patrolled by CF/ANSF 
and thus patrolling often led to engagements 
with insurgent forces. From July-Aug, the BG 
CO tasked Recce Platoon as an independent 
manoeuvre element to plan and execute 
INTERDICT operations against insurgents 
across the BG AO. This primarily consisted 

of night ambushes with sniper and armed ISR 
(Information Surveillance Reconnaissance) 
support. Due to the increased insurgent 
activity within the Panjwaii District during 
the summer fighting season, all patrolling 
was predominantly conducted at the Pl or 
Pl(-) level until the month of September.  
Furthermore, due to the increased amount 
of tactical infrastructure manned by the BG, 
Recce Platoon was able to patrol virtually any 
area within the BG AO and thus was solely a 
dismounted organization.

Another unique element of our tour was the 
employment of a developing capability called 
Close Observation. The close observation 
capability utilizes highly sophisticated camera 
equipment to develop evidence quality imagery 
that can be immediately transmitted from the 
point of observation back to a rear link, usually 
a Command Post, where the information 
is processed, collated, and disseminated in 
real-time. It is part of the overall intelligence 
collection process, which augments and 
complements other collection systems that 
are more vulnerable to limitations such as 
weather, range, terrain masking, and enemy 
countermeasures. This capability was highly 
effective in achieving a wide spectrum of effects 
across the BG AO.

Our morale was kept afloat by letters and calls 
to and from home and the camaraderie shared 
among fellow soldiers. After the long battle with 
the summer heat things started to cool down 
and we returned to Patrol Base Sperwan Ghar 
where we were based out of for the remainder 
of the tour, all the while dreaming of what life 
would be like when we returned to Canada. 
We finished off the remaining few months with 
some more manning of Access Control Points, 
tactical infrastructure and patrolling in the 
thankfully cooler weather.

Our tour and year closed off with a few days 
in Cyprus to decompress before returning to 
our loved ones. Many activities were available 
and taken full advantage of such as jet skiing, 
deep sea fishing, authentic Cypriot dinners, 
tours of ancient ruins and present day wineries, 
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kayaking, and, of course, a few refreshing 
beverages. As luck would have it, we were 
delayed returning home just as we were about 
to depart Cyprus, so a tight deadline to make 
it home by Christmas became even tighter. 
Thankfully, there was enough of a break in the 
weather to get everyone home safely and just in 
time for the holidays.

Battle Group Tactical 
Operations Centre 
(TOC )
Written by Lt MRC Urbankiewicz

The Battle Group Tactical Operations 
Centre (TOC) isn’t the glorious position that 
Canadians see on TV and is no where near as 
physically demanding as other jobs, but it is 
still a crucial part of the war effort in Kandahar.  
From constantly monitoring the battle space 
to keeping multiple lines of communication 
organized, the members of the TOC never had 
a boring day and always had work to do. While 
I myself was only in the TOC for a short period 
of time, the events and lessons learned during 
my tour with the TF 1-10 Battle Group will 
stay with me throughout my entire life.  

The daily routine of the TOC started in usually 
the same way, but nearly always ended after 
many different, often unforeseen events. From 
troop engagements, to IED finds and strikes, 
9-Liners and a constant barrage of questions 
from higher headquarters, the TOC saw it 
all. I not only hit the ground running, but 
sprinting. I had to deal with all of the events 
while learning the battlespace and developing 
an understanding of SOPs. All of this was only 
possible, however, with the guidance from the 
S3, Major Blanchette, S3 Ops, Major Williams, 
SDO Capt Gapp and my two fellow duty 
officer peers, Capts Tremaine and Wheeler.  
With their help I was able to learn the ropes and 
quickly became a member of the TOC team.

Of all of the possible events that take place in 
the TOC, by far the most exciting is a Type II 
engagement. These TOC initiated engagements 

illustrated the clockwork and methodical 
process that takes place in combating our 
illusive foe. One such engagement was 
especially memorable. One day our ISTAR 
assets observed three insurgents placing an IED 
on a road that was often travelled by dismounted 
troops. After conducting the necessary actions, 
the insurgents were engaged resulting in 
two KIA and one captured by friendly forces 
shortly thereafter. This engagement was more 
meaningful however, because earlier in the day 
in a location near the engagement, a LAV III 
struck an IED, which thankfully only resulted 
in minor injuries. This Type II was thus more 
meaningful as it most likely engaged the same 
IED emplacers that set up the earlier IED.

While the Battle Group TOC didn’t have 
the task of fighting the insurgents or directly 
supporting the rebuilding of Afghanistan, it 
was still an essential element of the mission. 
It was our job to aid the troops on the ground 
and assist them in completing their mission. 
Major Blanchette put it well when he delivered 
his personal maxims for supporting our troops 
on operations for the members of the TOC, 
“On their worst day, we will make sure we have 

A copy of the poster that hung in the 
1 RCR BG TOC.
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our best day”. This was especially so for me one day when I experienced the longest minute of 
my life.  One of our sub-call signs reported, “IED strike, 9-Liner to follow”. At that moment I 
informed the required personnel, cleared the net of unnecessary traffic, readied the reports and 
returns and waited to hear the information.  It was my job to organize the information and send 
it to the required agencies to evacuate the wounded member. In the end, the soldier survived and 
made it back to Canada safely. While not on the scene, I feel proud that I helped get the correct 
information through the proper chains to help this soldier in need.

The Battle Group TOC consisted of many important people from across the CF. We had artillery, 
armoured, engineers, logistics, EME, signals, clerks, padres, PAOs, and even a few Air Force 
members working with us. Together we made a complete team of individuals who helped support 
the troops on the ground and ensure success in our mission in Afghanistan. 

Signals Platoon
Written by: Capt B.C.A. Robart, 1 RCR BG Sig O

2010 was a very busy year for the 1 RCR Signals Platoon. There was a Sigs presence in Canada 
supporting the 1 RCR Rear Party and they performed admirably; handling the stand up of the Bn 
and Regimental HQ Casualty Care cells, supporting the Bn deployment to Moosenee, as well as 
numerous other tasks.  That said, the main effort was the 1 RCR Battle Group’s deployment on Op 
ATHENA Roto 9 to Afghanistan.

January through to early March 2010 was incredibly busy for Sigs Pl as the majority of us deployed 
to Ft Irwin, California, on the edge of the Mojave Desert, for Ex MAPLE GUARDIAN. The 
use of this training area was of significant benefit to Sigs Pl as it allowed our Radio Re-Broadcast 
(RRB) sections and the company signallers to hone their skills in terrain that is very similar to 
Afghanistan – desert-like and mountainous. The complexity of the terrain combined with the 
extreme weather conditions made communications very challenging. At one point during the 
exercise the BG Tactical Operations Centre (TOC) was almost washed away by flooding caused 
when we were inundated with torrential rains. These kinds of challenges made the training highly 
beneficial and prepared us well for our deployment to Afghanistan – although it would have been 
nice to actually experience some of that California sunshine, we knew that we would get plenty 
of overseas.

With our deployment scheduled for early April and on into May, we had very little time between 
returning home from Ex MAPLE GUARDIAN and our departure.  During this brief period Sigs 
Pl sent soldiers on a Bison Driver course and a Counter-Radio Controlled Improvised Explosive 
Device (C-RCIED) course. Both of these were key requirements in ensuring that the Pl had enough 
personnel with these skill sets to support the BG, no matter what kind of operations we were called 
upon to conduct. Once the training was complete everyone took some much needed leave to spend 
time with family and friends; however, there is no doubt that we were all looking forward to getting 
on the plane and into the fight.  

As we flowed into theatre the Relief-in-Place (RIP) with TF 3-09 went very smoothly. Our 
personnel received excellent handovers from the outgoing 1PPCLI Sigs Pl and were immediately 
able to adjust to their new jobs. At the beginning of our rotation the two main command and 
control (C2) hubs outside of KAF were Forward Operating Base (FOB) Ma’Sum Ghar and Patrol 
Base (PB) SHOJA. Both locations had very large RRB detachments which rebroadcast not only 
BG nets, but TFK and Air Wing nets as well.  Over the course of our tour there were a number of 
projects and tasks that saw us sending personnel to various locations within our Area of Operations 
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and even outside of it, in order to improve (C2) 
for the BG, TFK and even U.S. units belonging 
to other brigades.

The first major task we worked on was to 
complete a major line upgrade and cleanup for 
Charles Coy who were located at PB Sperwan 
Ghar. The lead on this task would be the 
BG Line Construction Foreman (LCF), Sgt 
Ron During. After looking at Charles Coy’s 
statement of requirements we conducted our 
estimate and came up with a plan. Once this 
was approved, Sgt During deployed with Pte 
Kenny, a junior but very capable lineman, to 
link up with a line team from TFK to do the 
work.  It took almost a week to complete, but it 
was well worth the effort. This enabled the OC 
of Charles Coy, Maj E. Taylor, to establish her 
Company Intelligence Fusion Team (CIFT) 
which became a significant combat multiplier.  

Shortly after that our RRB detachment in PB 
SHOJA was called upon to deploy a forward 
RRB in support of a combined tank and 
infantry operation on the eastern edge of the 
Adamzai chain. This turned out to be a very 
strenuous operation for the forward RRB.  
While on route their convoy struck an IED. 
After they finally arrived at their leaguer 
position they came under mortar and RPG fire.  
The operation ended a few days later and the 
forward detachment was able to return to the 
relative safety of PB SHOJA.

Following this the BG established a new Strong 
Point (SP) for Oscar Coy, called SP FOLAD.  
This was a significant task for both the BG 
engineers, who needed to build the SP, and 
Sigs Pl which had to ensure that it was fully 
enabled with the necessary equipment for voice 
and data communications. In this case that 
meant requesting the deployment of a Tactical 
Satellite Link (TSL) and also sending out our 
linemen again. The TSL was used to provide 
initial data connectivity for our deployed 
network known as TacNet (Tactical Network), 
until a more permanent microwave link could 
be established. This network includes secure 
Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) telephones; 
access to various network drives; access to 

the TFK Tactical Information Management 
System (TIMS); and numerous other services.  
The linemen conducted a reconnaissance of the 
location and determined the requirements for 
fibre optic cabling and various other pieces of 
equipment.  Once everything was in place they 
quickly had Oscar Coy up and running.

Undoubtedly the largest and most complex 
project handled by the Pl during the rotation 
was establishing the Combined Tactical 
Operations Centre (CTOC) in FOB Ma’Sum 
Ghar. The intent of this project was to bring 
all the various Canadian and Afghan sub-
units who fought from that FOB under one 
roof. This would greatly reduce the amount of 
extraneous signals equipment in the FOB, but 
more importantly it would enable collaboration 
and passage of information. For Signals Platoon 
this was a test of our ability to coordinate the 
requirements of all the elements that would 
be moving into the CTOC, in order to ensure 
that they were able to conduct a seamless 
transition from their old Command Posts into 
this new structure. Every section within the 
BG Sigs Pl was involved in this project: the 
Sig O and the WO coordinated and planned 
the construction and movement of sub-units; 
Information Systems Stores ensured that all 
the necessary computers, printers, monitors 
and other peripherals were distributed and 
brought on line; Signals Stores ensured that all 
necessary tactical radio equipment was tested 
and shipped; and the linemen who ensured 
that all the necessary communications cabling 
was in place. Although the project suffered a 
few delays, when it did come online the Pl was 
proud of its contribution to the successfully 
completed work.  

By the end of the tour many of us had been in 
Afghanistan for well over seven months and we 
were eager to return back to Canada and our 
families. Although there are always lingering 
doubts about what you could have done better, 
I believe that the 1 RCR BG Sigs Pl performed 
to the highest standard; and when we look back 
on this experience it will be with a sense of 
pride in a job well done.
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F Coy
The deployment of the 1 RCR Battle Group for TF 1-10 saw 
the division of Foxtrot Company between those deploying 
to Afghanistan and those remaining in Petawawa with the 
Rear Party. The Company deployed robust Maintenance and 
Transport Platoons along with capable CQ, QM and C/S 8 
sections attached to Company Headquarters. F Coy Rear Party, 
consisting of supply, maintenance, clerks, and the kit shop, fell 
under the command of Duke’s Company. 

The year kicked-off with a deployment to Fort Irwin, California 
on 2 January 2010 for Ex MAPLE GUARDIAN. Although leave 
was cut short for the exercise, the soldiers of F Coy were generally 
happy to escape the bitter Canadian winter. The challenge of 
supporting and deploying an entire BG including all vehicles to 
the United States notwithstanding, the exercise offered F Coy 
an excellent opportunity to work out its SOPs for theatre. While 
in California, we took advantage of the opportunity to build 
relationships with key agencies we would deploy with such as the 
NSE, OMLT, and members of the future TFK HQ that served 
us well throughout the deployment. 

Following the re-deployment from California 
and a very busy period of kitting, admin, and 
pre-deployment leave, the Company deployed 
to Afghanistan. 

A vehicle from F Coy

Above right: Member of F Coy.

Bottom right – Members of F Coy. 
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Maintenance Platoon
While deployed, Maintenance Platoon was responsible for all first and limited second line 
maintenance of the Battle Group’s more than 2000 pieces of equipment, including vehicles, 
electronic systems and weapons. What this meant was that at any time, day or night, the platoon 
was depended upon to keep the Battle Group rolling and in the fight.

In order to accomplish its mission, Maintenance Platoon’s 48 specially trained Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers were largely broken up into small groups of 2 to 4 maintainers, known as 
Mobile Repair Teams (MRT), which deploy forward as part of each manoeuvre element in order 
to provide on the spot support needed for each Company, Battery or Squadron to stay operational. 
With as many as 42 soldiers dispersed throughout the Area of Operations there was only a small 
contingent centrally located with Battle Group Headquarters that provided command and control 
for the platoon and advised the Commanding Officer on his unit’s capabilities.

Conclusion
The men and women of 1 RCR are looking forward to 2011, when we expect to continue our 
reconstitution, conduct PCF and soldier training, participate in post-tour activities and, for some, 
get ready for their posting. Although 2010 was an extremely busy year, we do not expect the pace to 
be relaxed as we settle back into garrison life and as the year progresses we will be sure to remember 
those who fell during 2010 serving with the 1 RCR BG:

PO2 Craig Blake, Fleet Diving Unit (Atlantic);

Pte Kevin Thomas McKay, 1st Battalion Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry;

Sgt Martin Goudreault, 1 Combat Engineer Regiment;

Sgt James Patrick MacNeil, 2 Combat Engineer Regiment;

Private Andrew Miller, 2 Field Ambulance;

MCpl Kristal Giesebrecht, 1 Canadian Field Hospital;

Spr Brian Collier, 1 Combat Engineer Regiment; and

Cpl Brian Pinksen, 2nd Battalion , Royal Newfoundland Regiment.

PRO PATRIA
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Colonel of the Regiment Presents Medals At  
1 RCR BG Medals Parade, Afghanistan
By: Lt Travis Smyth, 1 RCR BG PAO – October 7th, 2010

For approximately one hundred of the soldiers of the 1st Battalion The Royal Canadian Regiment 
Battle Group (1 RCR BG) based at Kandahar Airfield, the event of this particular warm and 
sunny October 7th morning was one that had been achieved through hard work, dedication, 
team effort and not without considerable risk. Soldiers were formed up to receive their General 
Campaign Star (GCS) or Rotation Bar for subsequent Afghan tours, presented by the Colonel 
of the Regiment (COTR), MGen Walter M. Holmes, MBE, CD. MGen Holmes was also 
accompanied by the Regimental Chief Warrant Officer, CWO Mike Hornbrook.

During the medals parade, the COTR and Regimental CWO took the time to engage with 
soldiers and thank them for their commitment to helping make Kandahar Province a better place 
for the people of Afghanistan.

For Cpl Shawn Hennessy, a member of Echo Company, receiving his first medal was a special 
experience that will likely be followed by others in the future. “One of the reasons I joined the 
army was because I wanted to serve in Afghanistan,” said Cpl Hennessy. “It feels good to have 
accomplished one of my goals.”

Remarkably, MCpl Ryan Ward, a member of Foxtrot Company, received a Rotation Bar marking 
his fifth Afghan tour. “I’ve been employed in a different job on each of my tours, experiencing a 
different aspect of the mission each time,” said MCpl Ward. “Hopefully I’ll get to come back as 
part of a future Afghan training mission.” 

Many soldiers on parade are members of such diverse groups as the Battle Group Tactical 
Operations Centre, Signals Platoon, Orderly Room, or various sub-unit Quartermasters. All these 
soldiers have worked hard this tour to support the various Battle Group sub-units in Panjwa’ii 

Members from each of the four RCR Battalions gather in front of the 1 RCR Battle Group Crest. L-R: Cpl Jer-
rid Ferguson (1 RCR), Cpl Mark Penny (3 RCR), MGen Walter M. Holmes, CWO Michael Hornbrook, Pte Bryan 
Sutherland (2 RCR) and Cpl Matthew Arnold (4 RCR). Photo by Cpl Keith Wazny.
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which are providing security for the Afghan people alongside our ANSF partners.

It was a particularly special occasion for MGen Holmes and CWO Hornbrook to interact with 
an assortment of soldiers from each of the three Regular Force Battalions and the one Reserve 
Battalion of The Royal Canadian Regiment. With the re-allocation of India Company to the 1 
RCR Battle Group from the Kandahar Provincial Reconstruction Team on September 1st, this 
Battle Group makes history as the first of its kind to contain at least one formed sub-unit from 
each of the Regular Force Battalions, and troops from 4 RCR as well.

There are approximately two months remaining in our tour and we can taste the end, but everyone 
knows that we must stay focused on the mission at hand as the conditions are set for a successful 
turnover to the 1 R22eR BG in late November

The COTR MGen Walter M. Holmes, addresses the parade within 

October 7th. Photo by Cpl Keith Wazny.

A/DCO, Maj Mike Percy, salutes and turns over his parade to 
the COTR, MGen Walter M. Holmes. Photo by Cpl Keith Wazny
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A sunny afternoon in the central 
Panjwa’ii District on November 
4th, 2010, marked a proud and 
important day in the history of 
1st Battalion, The Royal Canadian 
Regiment (1 RCR). His Excellency, 
the Right Honourable David 
Johnston, Governor-General and 
Commander-in-Chief of Canada, 
presented the scroll and pennant 
of the Commander-in-Chief 
Unit Commendation to the Task 
Force (TF) 1-10 1 RCR Battle 
Group at Forward Operating 
Base Mas’um Ghar. LCol Conrad 
Mialkowski graciously accepted 
the commendation on behalf of 
the TF 3-06 1 RCR Battle Group.

The citation reads:
“During August and September 
2006, the 1st Battalion, The 
Royal Canadian Regiment Battle 
Group played a decisive role in 
one of the largest ground combat 
operations in the history of 

NATO. Deployed to an area of Afghanistan with fierce enemy resistance and extremely difficult 
terrain, the members of the battle group resolutely defeated a well-coordinated insurgent force in 
the area surrounding Kandahar City. Succeeding where larger forces had failed, they prevented 
the enemy from realizing their goals of capturing the city and weakening international resolve 
and cohesion.”

“This is an extremely prestigious award and our Battle Group is honoured to accept the 
Commander-in-Chief Unit Commendation on behalf of the TF 3-06 1 RCR Battle Group,” said 
LCol Mialkowski, Commanding Officer of the TF 1-10 1 RCR Battle Group. “There are many 
TF 3-06 veterans within our Battle Group, all of whom are very proud of this achievement and 
continue to share their experiences with others.”

Consisting of a scroll, insignia and pennant, the Commander-in-Chief Unit Commendation may 
be awarded to any unit or sub-unit of the Canadian Forces, or to any similar organization of 

Governor-General Presents Unit 
Commendation to 1 RCR Battle Group  

By Lt Travis Smyth, 1 RCR BG PAO

His Excellency the Right Honourable David Johnston (C), 
Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief of Canada, 
displays the pennant of the Commander-in-Chief Unit 

CWO Stuart Hartnell (L) at FOB Mas’um Ghar.
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Top:  “His Excellency, the Right 
Honourable David Johnston, 
Governor-General and Commander-
in-Chief of Canada, is photographed 
with 1 RCR BG soldiers at FOB 
Mas’um Ghar.”

Bottom:  “The Colours of 1 RCR and pen-
nant of the Commander-in-Chief 

by-side above a LAV-III at FOB 
Mas’um Ghar.”

a foreign armed force working with 
or in conjunction with the Canadian 
Forces, that has performed an 
extraordinary deed or activity of a rare 
high standard in extremely hazardous 
circumstances. Commander-in-Chief 
Commendations are restricted to war 
or war-like conditions in an active 
theatre of operations.
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2 RCR

2nd Battalion
The Royal Canadian Regiment

LCol John Fife, CD 

CWO A.E. Penton, CD

PREFACE 

The 2 RCR Battle Group had a very rewarding and busy 
year during 2010. The focus was on preparations for 
two major operations ongoing at the same time. This 
involved support to Op PODIUM, with Hotel Coy and 
BHQ deployed to the Vancouver Winter Olympics; and  
the completion of workup training and deployment of 
India Coy for TF1-10, initially as part of the Kandahar 
Provincial Reconstruction Team, but later re-rolled as 
India Coy under the 1 RCR BG. The BG conducted 
a robust Primary Combat Function (PCF) cycle and 
supported numerous Op CONNECTION tasks. It also 
participated in two OUTCAN tasks. Golf Coy deployed 
on Ex RIMPAC in Hawaii; and a platoon from Hotel 
Coy deployed on Ex Southern Exchange in Peru.

The mainstays of the Atlantic Area tasks continued to 
be the Opening of the New Brunswick Legislature and 
support to the Nova Scotia International Tattoo (NSIT). 
2 RCR deployed a team to CFB Petawawa to compete 
in the Iron Man competition, bringing home a solid 
second place finish in the BG s̀ first ever participation 
in this competition. On 3 May the 2 RCR Change of 
Appointment parade was conducted with CWO Kirby 
Burgess handing over to CWO Ambrose Penton.  
Upon his departure, CWO Burgess completed his pre-
deployment training for his next position as Task Force 
RSM for TF 5-10. The 2nd Battalion’s primary focus 
continued to be support of operationally deployed 
soldiers to Op ATHENA including the deployment of 
a group of soldiers for TF 5-10 HQ. The BG welcomed 
home India Coy in November and December.

In addition, 2 RCR BG continued to be the foundation 
of the CLS directed BG 2021 Study. The BG is assisting 
the Directorate of Land Concepts and Design (DLCD) 
and the Army as a whole by conducting final preparations 
for a large Capability Development Experiment to be 
conducted in early 2011. As the year closes 2 RCR has 
exceeded the training requirements set out for the year.  
The unit is confident it will enter 2011 prepared to be 
successful within the Brigade and prepared to meet the 
challenges associated with Army mandated Road to High 
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Readiness training for Op ATTENTION.  
2010 was a highly successful year at home and 
abroad, on exercises and operations. Certainly, 
the hardship and successes experienced by  
India Coy as part of TF 1-10 is the highlight 
of a rewarding and memorable year for the 2 
RCR BG.    

G – Coy
G-Coy, lead by the command team of Maj 
Shane Murphy and MWO Brad Hulme, 
was designated as the NEO Coy for the CF, 
spanning the duration of 1 Apr 10 – 31 Mar 
11. As a result, the company was afforded the 
opportunity to deploy to Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii 
from 25 Jun - 04 Aug 10 to participate in Ex 
RIMPAC 2010. RIMPAC is a bi-annual multi-
national, joint exercise which involved 22 
nations and over 15,000 military members. The 
exercise focused on interoperability amongst 
nations and across elements. From a 2 RCR 
perspective, it allowed soldiers to hone basic 
soldiering skills and to exercise the execution of a 
Non-Combatant Evacuation (NEO) Operation 
with multi-national partners, as well as to gain 
additional experience in amphibious and air 
mobile operations. G-Coy was placed under 
the OPCOM of 2nd Bn, 3rd Marine Regiment. 
2 Platoon, led by Capt Aaron Guzzwell and 
Sgt Gerry Killam, was detached OPCOM to 
Fox Coy, working amongst US Marines, an 
Indonesian Marine platoon, an Australian 
Army Det, and elements of the Tongan and 
Malaysian Armies.  

The first phase of the exercise involved 
ground-based training at Kaneohe Bay, seeing 
companies rotate through various training 
events, including ranges, unarmed combat and 
simulation, including convoy operations in a 
360 degree SIM center. Concurrently, the coy 
was kept extremely busy preparing for the sea 
and tactical phases of the exercise. The Coy 
2IC, Capt Larry Sandford, and the CQMS, 
WO John Blackmore, worked tirelessly with 
a host of nations to ensure preparations were 
complete. After a week at Kaneohe Bay, the 
soldiers of G-Coy embarked on two ships, 
with most of G-Coy on the USS Bonhomme 

Richard, a USMC Landing Helo Deck; and 
with 2 Pl joining Fox Coy on the Australian 
ship HMAS Kanimbla. The focus of G-Coy 
would be airmobile ops, while Fox Coy 
concentrated on amphibious ops using the 
AAVs (Amphibious Assault Vehicle).  

After approximately two weeks at sea and an 
extensive on-ship training program completed, 
all elements of 2/3 Marines conducted 
an airmobile and AAV insertion into the 
Pohakuloa Training Area (PTA) on the “Big 
Island” of Hawaii.  Interestingly, one AAV 
took in water and the troops had to be cross-
loaded to a zodiac for their safety. We spent 
seven days at PTA where our training became 
more mission oriented in preparation for the 
tactical phase. PTA is a unique training area in 
that it is situated on a plateau at the base of the 
world’s largest volcano, Mauna Loa, and at the 
base of Mauna Kea. When measured from its 
oceanic base, Mauna Kea is significantly taller 
than Mount Everest. Beyond that, PTA is on a 
lava field and at an elevation of approx 6700 ft. 
The vast range in temperatures and the lava dust 
made for an interesting operating environment. 

While at PTA, all companies rotated through 
a series of live fire manoeuvre ranges including 
shoot houses, section attacks, unknown 
distance ranges and conventional GPMG C-6 
/ C-9 ranges.  The Royals were noted for their 
strong soldiering skills and the leadership of 
several section commanders during the section 
attack range, including Sgt M. Arsenault, 
MCpl M. Lambert and MCpl J. Fleming. They 
all received glowing praise from their USMC 
chain of command. Numerous enablers that 
accompanied G-Coy to RIMPAC, including 
a Sniper Det led by Sgt G. Lightle, a Recce 
Sect commanded by Sgt C. Jones, and a FOO/
FAC Det led by Capt Marshall Gerbrandt, 
participated in element specific ranges. Again, 
these ranges focused on interoperability with 
other nations, within the enablers’ unique skill-
sets.

After the completion of all training at PTA we 
returned to the ships where we commenced 
battle procedure for a Special Purpose Marine 



Air Ground Task Force level NEO operation on 
the Island of Oahu. Coordination with multi-
national countries proved to be challenging 
due to language barriers, although we adapted 
and formulated a plan nevertheless. After 
several more days at sea, for our final exercise 
we conducted an airmobile insertion once 
again from the ships. The scenario focused 
on the extraction of entitled personnel from a 
US Embassy while dealing with threat forces.  
The operation had numerous moving parts, 
involving sea, land and air resources. The 
operation was successful and went off without 
a hitch due to the extensive planning of all 
countries involved.

Upon arrival back at Kaneohe Bay we had the 
opportunity to visit the island and experience 
Hawaii. Activities that were available to us 
included visits to Pearl Harbor and Honolulu, 
enjoying time at Waikiki Beach, climbing 
Diamond Head Crater, and climbing the 
Trailhead in search of the mythical Maunawili 
Waterfall. Some claimed to have seen it, but 
most dispute the fact that it even exists.

RIMPAC  2010 proved to be crucial in verifying 
the readiness levels of all soldiers in G-Coy 
as regards NEO. It was a great opportunity 
to interact with some of our multi-national 
partners and to share skills and lessons learned 
from past experiences.

H – Coy   

Major Rob Tesselar was at the helm for the 
first half of 2010 that saw Hotel Company 
completing several Primary Combat Function 
(PCF) cycles, one during Op Podium.  
Support to the Combat Team Commanders 
Course (CTCC) and TMST (Theatre Mission 
Specific Training) also took place. June 2010 
saw a change of command with Major Steve 
MacBeth taking over as OC after completing 
a 3-09 OMLT deployment. The Coy prepared 
and deployed to Peru for Ex Southern 
Exchange, supported the IO DP1.2 Course, 
participated in Ex Tomahawk Storm, and 
completed training from Level 2 to 3 in the fall 
and Level 3.5 in the winter. During this hectic 
training cycle members of H-Coy participated 

Hotel Company soldiers participate in 
Ex Southern Exchange, Ancon, Peru.
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in adventure training at 
Gros Morne National Park 
in Newfoundland, and the 
first ever CFB Gagetown 
Ex Bushman, while Coy 
leadership was engaged 
in the planning cycle for 
CDX (Conceptual Design 
Exercise) 10. 

Following Christmas leave 2010, Hotel Company began its preparations to depart for British 
Colombia where it would form the OPRES (W) in support of the JTF Games. H Coy deployed 
to PRTC Chilliwack on 2 Feb 2010 and immediately took advantage of the facilities available 
there by conducting a LAV Driver Course, indoor small arms ranges, CBRN training, and Urban 
Operations training. Op Podium provided soldiers of Hotel Company an opportunity to both 
act as OPRES and take advantage of resources not available in Gagetown. Hotel Company began 
redeployment from PRTC Chilliwack on 2 Mar 2010 after spending a month gaining valuable 
training experience and maintaining readiness to support the JTF Games.

Ex Southern Exchange (Ex SE) was conducted at Ancon Beach, Peru from the 5th -21st of July 
2010. Hotel Company deployed a platoon largely based on 6 Pl in support of Ex SE. Countries 
involved with Ex SE included Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, 
Uruguay and the USA, with a total of 441 participants. The conduct of the exercise saw Canadian 
forces integrating with the other national contingents in order to complete several live fire small 
arms ranges incorporating the weapons from the participant countries, a large amphibious 
exercise led by the 24th Marine Regiment, USMC, and a peace enforcement and humanitarian 
assistance exercise. Overall, Hotel Company soldiers involved with the exercise gained a great deal 
of experience and understanding of working in a multinational and multilingual environment.  
Throughout the exercise the expertise and professionalism of The Royal Canadian Regiment was 
ably displayed.

Following H-Coy’s return from Ex SE in Peru and G-Coy’s return from Ex RIMPAC in Hawaii, 
members from H-Coy were provided the opportunity of participating in adventure training prior 
to a month of live fire and field training, culminating in a Level 3.5 range. Included was Ex Royal 
Rapids, 20-30th September, whereby ten members of H-Coy paddled the St. Croix Waterway 
from Fosterville to St Stephen, NB, a four day 50km expedition which ended with four days of 
fast water canoeing which tested the abilities accrued during the first four days. Ex Royal Tundra 
was conducted from 16 - 24th September. Ten soldiers from H-Coy hiked the backcountry of 
the North Rim of the Long Range Traverse, Gros Morne National Park, NL. This was a nearly 
entirely uphill hike on an unmarked trail which tested the navigational skills and resolve of the 
participating H-Coy soldiers.

Following the redeployment from Ex SE and adventure training, Hotel Company began the 
requisite training in order to complete a live fire mechanized Level 3.5 range held during the 
beginning of October. The fall training provided a platform to hone both mechanized and light 
infantry skills within the Coy. The training evolution saw the completion of a PWT 3, jungle 

“Onwards and Upwards,” 
H Coy soldiers navigating 
the Gros Morne National 
Park, NL.
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lane range, a mechanized Level 2 range, a 
culmination Level 3 range, and platoon-level 
patrol training conducted concurrently.  

The winter training cycle saw the Coy conduct 
Basic Winter Warfare (BWW) training, 
jungle lanes, a Snowcrete Pen Dem, and a 
section range. All this culminated with a Level 
3.5 platoon MOUT range with airmobile 
insertion. This range saw FOO Teams, combat 
engineers for explosive breaches, and recce 
elements attached to the platoons. For many it 
was their first exposure to the combined arms 
team and, more importantly, their first flight on 
a helicopter!   

During 2010 Hotel Company ran two courses 
in support of the BG PCF cycles. These were 
the Basic Mountain Operations Course from 
the 7 – 17th of June and the IPSWC (Infantry 
Support Weapons Course) from the 17th Oct 
– 18th Nov.

During the 3rd quarter of the PCF cycle, 
H-Coy leadership was heavily involved in the 
planning process for the CDX 10 exercise to be 
conducted during the first two weeks following 
Christmas leave 2011. Hotel Company was 
tasked as the TAPV (Tactical Armoured Patrol 
Vehicle) Company. As a fighting platform, the 
TAPV is more lightly armed and armoured 

than the LAV III, which certainly poses 
many interesting tactical considerations. 
As well, there is a whole new C2 dimension 
imposed by having eight TAPV per platoon. 
This experimental project with the TAPV 
challenged the Coy to conduct full spectrum 
operations in a hybrid war, in an Adaptive 
Dispersed Operations (ADO) environment.  
This demanding experience raised many issues 
and problems for the Coy to address, in terms 
of C2 and planning when platoons are working 
independently from the Coy.

I – Coy
This past year was one of tremendous change 
and challenge for the members of India 
Company. The Coy deployed on Exercise 
Maple Guardian (MG) during the months of 
January and February as Stability Company 
Alpha under the Kandahar Provincial 
Reconstruction Team. India Company then 
fall under Task Force Kandahar Headquarters, 
essentially immediately after Ex MG, with 
the disbandment of the KPRT Military HQ 
in theatre. This organizational change was 
followed a few months later with a change in 
role from a specially organized and equipped 
‘Force Protection Company,’ based out of 

Soldiers from H Coy, 5Pl complete a level 3.5 raid 
during Oct and Jan training cycles
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Camp Nathan Smith in Kandahar City, to a 
standard mechanized rifle company under the 
1 RCR Battle Group, based out of FOB Masum 
Ghar. In this latter role, the Coy had a battle 
space carved out around the town of Bazaar-e-
Panjwaii and the farmland to the south. 

India Company’s deployment to Fort Irwin, 
California as Stability Company Alpha (“Stab 
A”) for Exercise MG was a memorable event. 
Most Canadian Forces soldiers will likely never 
have the chance to train at the US Army’s 
premiere training facility for deployment to 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Fort Irwin is a massive 
dry and live fire training area located astride 
the highway between Los Angeles and Las 
Vegas. It borders Death Valley National Park 
to the north. For the majority of the exercise, 
Stab A was based in a camp located adjacent 
to a large urban training area, constructed of 
shipping containers decorated to resemble 
Middle Eastern-style buildings. Along with the 
other infantry companies, Stab A conducted 
live fire exercises up to combat team minus level 
in the northern part of the training area in a 
mountainous region, which closely resembled 
the mountainous regions of Afghanistan. Of 
note, prior to the conduct of live fire exercises, 

only Sect Comds and up were permitted to view 
objectives, providing a more realistic experience 
for the soldiers. 

At a number of locations, Stab A sections and 
platoons took part in numerous Situation 
Training Exercise (STX) Lanes. These lanes 
had full time role players, many of whom 
were Afghan-Americans. Also, a Hollywood 
special effects company set up many realistic 
explosions, including an RPG rocket fired from 
the top of a building that travelled down a cable 
to the ground causing another explosion. The 
STX Lanes were geared as worst case scenarios. 
There were usually a high number of simulated 
casualties suffered on each lane in order to push 
commanders to their limits. The two week force 
on force exercise was conducted in the same areas 
as the STX Lanes. Stab A conducted numerous 
patrols in support of the civilian members of the 
KPRT, including CIDA, CIVPOL, and CSC, 
while also conducting extensive patrolling 
throughout the urban training area adjacent to 
the camp. 

Deployment to Afghanistan began a month 
after the completion of Ex Maple Guardian 
and lasted for six weeks, with a few soldiers 

MCpl Bart Armstrong on patrol in 
Kandahar City while serving with India 
Company in support of the KPRT
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deploying on almost every RIP flight. This led 
to a situation where a large number of Royals 
were under command of a 2 PPCLI Coy HQ, 
led by Major Chris Lunney, until the handover 
in mid-May. The 2 PPCLI Coy put a concerted 
effort into running a thorough RIP, conducting 
numerous briefings and AO familiarizations. 
Once complete on the ground, Stab A launched 
into a very hectic schedule. On the average day 
the majority of the Coy, including the HQ, 
completed at least one patrol in support of the 
KPRT or the numerous other organizations 
located at Camp Nathan Smith. Most days 
saw each Stab A patrol conduct a patrol in the 
morning and one in the afternoon. Tasked to 
man the Kandahar City Quick Reaction Force 
during the American surge into Kandahar, an 
IED 10 Liner was received almost every day. 
This eventually prompted the QRF to launch 
with an EOD team attached to dispose of the 
explosive device. Upon the arrival Brigadier-
General J.H. Vance in theatre, Stab A was 
given back it’s disrupt mission in KC. For 
over a month, Stab A conducted platoon sized 
night fighting patrols in KC at least once if not 
twice a week. Meanwhile, joint operations were 

conducted with both American and British 
forces. 

In mid-July the order came from TFK HQ 
for Stab A to deploy two platoons to the 
Nakhonay area in Eastern Panjwaii district to 
bolster Bravo Company’s AO. They were to 
help secure this very volatile area. This was the 
beginning of Stab A’s transition to the 1 RCR 
BG, in advance of the US Army takeover in 
Kandahar City. For approximately a month, 
the two platoons, with an element of Coy HQ, 
had a piece of the Nakhonay AO carved out 
for them, followed by a RIP with the ANA.  
Then the third Stab A rifle platoon moved into 
Nakhonay until early September. While part 
of the company was tasked in Nakhonay, the 
handover of Camp Nathan Smith to the US 
Army began with the transfer of the KC QRF 
task and the defence and security of the camp 
to the Americans. This was followed shortly 
thereafter by Stab A’s D&S platoon rerolling to 
a mobility platoon under the US Army mobility 
company to maintain support to the KPRT. On 
this momentous occasion, the rifle platoons and 
Coy HQ reverted to being India Company and 

Sgt Kevin Renaud during a joint ANP and 
India Company clearance operation in the 
Malajat area south of Kandahar City.
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moved to their new accommodations at FOB 
Masum Ghar (“FMG”).

Arriving on 26 August 2010 at FMG, I-Coy 
quickly began its handover with a platoon 
from Oscar Company which was tasked as the 
1 RCR Battle Group QRF. Shortly after the 
handover of the QRF task, new boundaries 
were defined and I-Coy began patrolling its 
new battle space around Bazaar-e-Panjwaii 
(“B-e-P”). The Platoon Combat Outpost in 
the Haji Habbibullah area, south of B-e-P, 
was concurrently occupied. India Company 
was also tasked with the occupation and 
construction of two Access Control Points: 
one adjacent to the Arghandab River on Route 
Summit; and another at the northern end of 
B-e-P, in the middle of a neighborhood. The 
latter had an excellent view of Zhari and the 
American offensive taking place through that 
district.

With the QRF task, manning of two ACPs, 
a platoon in COP NEJAT in the Haji 
Habbibullah area, I-Coy settled into a routine 
of manning those tasks and patrolling the battle 
space. I-Coy fought to defeat the insurgents. 
Meanwhile, the insurgents set about trying 
to counter I-Coy, primarily through the 
emplacement of numerous IEDs on the resupply 
routes into the ACP at B-e-P, the resupply 
routes into COP NEJAT and the dismounted 
patrol routes in the Haji Habbibullah farmland 
area. This was the routine until late November 
when Para Coy of the 1 R22eR Battle Group 
arrived for the RIP. Having learned the area 
well, I-Coy was able to conduct a thorough 
handover, setting up Para Coy with a detailed 
understanding of the AO. 

Throughout 2010, change was constant and 
the only thing that could be expected was the 
unexpected. Unfortunately, the insurgents 
were successful with a few of their IEDs and 
casualties were suffered in the Nakhonay and 
B-e-P areas. Most notable was the tragic loss of 
Cpl Brian Pinksen, a soldier from 2nd Battalion 
The Royal Newfoundland Regiment, serving 
with the Coy. He died in hospital in Germany 
from wounds suffered in an IED attack in 

Nakhonay. To all of TF 1-10’s wounded best of 
luck with your recovery; and to all of the fallen 
soldiers may you rest in peace.

K – Coy
As Battle Group 2021 (BG 2021), 2 RCR BG 
was chosen to be the primary experimentation 
audience for the CONCEPTUAL DESIGN 
EXERCISE 10 (CDX 10), which commenced 
in September 2010 and culminated with a two 
week Computer Assisted Exercise (CAX) in 
January 2011.

The intent of this experiment was to develop, 
validate and improve proposed doctrinal 
structures of BG 2016 (+), which were designed 
to conduct Adaptive Dispersed Operations 
(ADO) in the Future Operating Environment 
(FOE). The focus of the testing was to 
determine the effectiveness of the BG 2016 (+) 
projected equipment fleets, which included: 
the Close Combat Vehicle (CCV), the Tactical 
Armoured Patrol Vehicle (TAPV), the LAV 
III Upgrade, and the Unmanned Ariel Vehicle 
(UAV). Further emphasis was placed on the 
Combat Service Support (CSS) requirements, 
not only for the proposed vehicle fleets and BG 
structure, but also for the conduct of Adaptive 
Dispersed Operations. In order to achieve 
this aim, the experiment involved computer 
simulation of kinetic operations, role playing of 
non-kinetic operations, as well as expert player 
assessment of CSS interaction by a panel of 
experts.

The exercise was broken down into three activity 
blocks. The first block, which took place in 
September 2010, saw the BG HQ undergo four 
distinct scenario planning cycles, resulting in 
four complete sets of orders. During the second 
block, October 2010, the sub-unit commanders 
underwent four separate scenario planning 
cycles, which culminated with a back brief to 
the CO. Concurrently, during both activity 
blocks and up to Christmas, BG HQ and 
sub-unit personnel underwent several LCSS 
training sessions in order to prepare them for 
the final activity block, the CAX.  Additionally 
throughout the Fall, a great deal of coordination 
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needed to take place between 2 RCR BG, DLCD, and the Atlantic Area Simulation Centre (ASC) 
to ensure the success of the CAX in January 2011.

The culmination of the experiment was a CAX, which integrated JCATS (Joint Conflict and 
Tactical Simulation), VBS, and LCSS down to the sub-unit level. However, one of the most 
interesting aspects of the simulation was its ability to model the behaviors and attitudes of the 
civilian entities. This meant that the local population’s reactions would be based on our actions 
creating a more realistic virtual environment.

Throughout the entire experiment, 2 RCR BG personnel were given numerous opportunities to 
record their thoughts about everything from the structure of BG 2016 (+); to the mix of capabilities 
available at sub-unit, unit, and formation level; and to the communication and battle management 
systems. Each day concluded with a one hour hot wash focusing on insights which could be gleaned 
from that scenario of the day. Were there enough UAV assets?  Should UAV be resident at BG, Bde, 
or both? Is a mounted/dismounted anti-armour capability required at the platoon and/or company 
level? What were the risks taken for each scenario in order to conduct four simultaneous sub-unit 
level operations averaging 70 km between sub-units? What were the logistical challenges and how 
did we overcome them?  These are just a sample of the questions that were discussed.  

At the conclusion of the experiment, every participant not only felt that it was a success, but that 
the 2 RCR BG was able to provide valuable insights into how the Army of Tomorrow will be 
equipped and how it will conduct Adaptive Dispersed Operations.

L – Coy
2010 proved to be an extremely challenging year for 2nd Battalion, The Royal Canadian Regiment 
and Lima Coy was up to the test of supporting it.  Under the capable command team of Maj Adam 
Zima (Log Land) and MWO Rod Hollahan (Inf), combat service support was second to none.

The year started with a bang as 2 RCR was tasked as the Operational Reserve West (OPRES (W)) 
during the Vancouver 2010 Olympic Games. Lima Coy found itself responsible for deploying 
and supporting a hybrid 2 RCR contingent based on a BG HQ, a mechanized rifle coy and an 
armoured recce element.  

First on the ground, Lima Coy took possession of and effectively dominated the RCMP PRTC 
facility in Chilliwack (formerly CFOCS) during Op PODIUM. Executing an incredibly complex 
deployment plan, Tpt Pl and the HQ successfully coordinated the RSOI (Reception/Staging/ 
Onward Movement/Staging) of the Decon Pl from SQFT, as well as inbound vehicles from LFWA 
and LFAA. They supported all attachments with ease and gripped the redeployment to ensure that 
the transition from operations went smoothly.

Back home in Gagetown, Lima Coy was concurrently responsible for supporting the remainder 
of the BG conducting a PCF over 4,000 kilometers away. Lima Coy truly rose to the challenge of 
conducting dispersed operations and overall support of the OPRES (W) deployment was flawless.  

After the re-deployment from Op PODIUM, Lima Coy quickly began planning the execution of 
deployments for Golf Coy to EX RIMPAC 2010 in Hawaii, as well as Hotel Coy’s Ex SOUTHERN 
EXCHANGE in Peru. Not only did the deployment planning happen transparently for the sub-
units, but Lima Coy also sent augmentation to support the Marine Corps’ SPMAGTF (Special 
Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force) on the USS Bonhomme Richard and LCC based out of 
MARFORPAC’s Pacific Warfighting Centre in Pearl Harbor.

Internally, Lima Coy supported two overmanned Primary Combat Function (PCF) cycles 
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as well as various other training activities, 
including sub-unit live fire ranges.  The Coy 
sent representation on Ex VIRTUAL BEAR 
in Petawawa and CDX 10 in Gagetown.  A 
particular highlight was the support to Her 
Majesty’s and His Royal Highness’ visit to 
Halifax during the 2010 Royal Nova Scotia 
International Tattoo which coincided with the 
Navy’s Bi-Centennial.

Recce Sqn
Recce Squadron has just concluded another 
busy year of training. The Squadron doubled in 
size from last year and has conducted a variety 
of exciting and challenging training events 
around the world. Recce Squadron, command 
team consisting of Maj Iain Clark and MWO 
Greg Preston, is comprised of two Armoured 
Recce Troops, one Recce Platoon and one 
Sniper Platoon. 

 April saw the addition of the second 
Armoured Reconnaissance Troop, led by Lt 
Duaine Fetzner and Sgt Shawn Rheaume. 
The Squadron now consists of 142 personnel, 
out of which 91 are members of The Royal 
Canadian Dragoons. April also witnessed the 
completion of additional small arms and 25 
MM ranges in order to bring the soldiers up 
to speed for five weeks of training in the field.  
The vast majority of the training was focused 
on low-level command, which allowed section 
and patrol commanders the opportunity 
to concentrate on critical tactical tasks and 

develop their leadership and command abilities. 
3 Troop concentrated mainly on dismounted 
reconnaissance operations, providing armoured 
crewman with a great opportunity to further 
develop their field craft and soldier skills.  

During June the Squadron participated in 
Ex SABRE AUCLAIR, in support of the 12e 
RBC Combat Team. This exercise was part of 
the Combat Team’s pre-deployment training 
for Afghanistan, for which they brought down 
additional Leopard C2 tanks and LAVIII 
vehicles. The young soldiers of Recce Squadron 
benefitted greatly from the experience of 
working so intimately with an operational 
combat team. During the final attack the recce 
troops provided detailed information about the 
objective and its approaches, while the Sniper 
Platoon neutralized an HVT (High Value 
Target) prior to the Combat Team assaulting 
the objective. This resulted in a very successful 
attack.

In July, a detachment from Sniper Platoon 
and a section from Recce Platoon deployed 
to Ex RIMPAC in Hawaii in support of Golf 
Company. This was a multi-national exercise 
designed to prepare forces to be interoperable 
and ready for a wide range of potential 
combined and joint operations and missions. 
The remainder of Recce Platoon participated 
in the Royal Nova Scotia Tattoo in Halifax 
where they competed in the Obstacle Course 
Competition, performing very well to place 
second overall. 

Recce Sqn Jan 2011



During the summer months, the Squadron kept running Coyote Driver’s and Surveillance 
Operator Courses for newly arrived soldiers. As always summer also brought postings with Lt 
John Wernham and WO Kevin Smith assuming command of 2 Troop and Capt Tim Scantlebury 
taking over as the Battle Captain. With August came Ex TOMAHAWK STORM. In support of 
the Infantry School’s confirmation exercise for new platoon commanders, 3 Troop, along with a 
sniper det, had a great opportunity to train. The exercise gave 3 Troop critical exposure to combined 
arms operations and reinforced the integration of snipers with other assets. An example of this was 
when the Troop launched the sniper det in its assigned task of neutralizing an HVT in a village.  

Towards the final months of the year, Recce Squadron conducted two serials of the 25MM Turret 
Operator’s Course. This meant that most crewmen were now triple-qualified on the Coyote. The 
Squadron was also in charge of a dynamic live fire platoon-level attack range for the Battalion.  
The soldiers of the Squadron were very busy for two weeks building a village, placing targets and 
creating obstacles. The Squadron also got to shoot on the range in support of the companies. 
Throughout the fall Recce Pl (Capt Ryan Salsbury and WO Rod Duffenais), with support from 
Sniper Platoon, ran a very successful Basic Recce Course.

In late fall it was confirmed that Recce Squadron would become the tank squadron for 2 CMBG.  
This posed a new challenge to the armoured soldiers in the Squadron. A shift in mentality and 
training was called for in order to introduce young soldiers to the wide spectrum of operations 
that is armoured warfare. The challenge was embraced by the leadership, as it not only offered the 
opportunity to train soldiers in this wide spectrum (thus making them true and versatile armoured 
soldiers), but it also gave the Squadron the opportunity to prove that it was up to any task.

In November, the Squadron leadership deployed for a week to CFB Petawawa on Ex VIRTUAL 
BEAR in order to conduct a tank exercise in a virtual environment. Thus began a continuing 
trend that benefitted the Squadron until the end of the fiscal year. The Dragoons in C Squadron, 
as the Squadron is known to The Royal Canadian Dragoons, also deployed to Petawawa for the 
Leliefontein parade. We performed very well in the various competitions, winning hockey and ball 
hockey, and placing second overall. We also emptied The RCR kit shop of merchandise and were 
the last to leave the All Ranks party!

Capability Development Experiment (CDX) 10 conducted in January was a virtual war game, 
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conducted at the Tactics School in CFB Gagetown. This experiment employed the majority of 
the Sqn, where they got to test possible new developments in tactics and equipment in a future 
environment, in a mix of conventional and COIN operations. For this exercise Recce Squadron 
was tasked to provide a tank squadron with Leopard 2A6 tanks, a sniper pl, recce pl, and the 
HICON Recce Sqn. The Sniper and Recce Pls for this exercise operated independently of the Recce 
Sqn and returned to the Cbt Support Coy providing advice to the CO and Ops O directly.

The months of January and February brought enormous amounts of snow to New Brunswick.  
This offered an outstanding chance for the Squadron to take its young soldiers out into the field 
and conduct winter warfare training at its very best. The Alma Cup is the Battalion’s ultimate 
benchmark and this year it tested winter warfare skills.  A team under Lt Andrew Goodall and WO 
Rod Duffenais, which combined Recce Platoon with a section of snipers, won the competition.

February saw C Squadron deploy to Fort Knox, Kentucky for Ex BLUEGRASS DRAGOON. 
Reorganized as a tank squadron, the Squadron trained for two weeks on the Close Combat 
Tactical Trainer; a realistic M1 Abrams tank simulator. While the first two days were difficult 
as the Squadron learned how to operate the controls of an M1, the soldiers and leaders quickly 
adapted. Executing tactical tasks in a realistic environment against an active and agile enemy was 
a training opportunity without parallel. As a result of the AAR process, by the Wednesday of the 
second week, the Squadron had progressed to the point where it could execute advance to contact 
and hasty attacks against the highest skill level enemy in complex terrain. The meeting engagement 
in particular tested the abilities of the squadron to adapt to a fluid situation.

The year was a great success for Recce Squadron.  The training and experience accumulated over this 
past year has brought to light capabilities that the Squadron did not previously know it possessed. 
It answered questions about its future and kept the soldiers of the Squadron continuously involved 
in training, developing them to those high standards that Recce Squadron has always set for itself 
in the past.

Bushman
Of course, no review of 2010 would be complete without mentioning the Bushman. The brainchild 
of the BG Maint O, the Bushman was designed to be the Atlantic Coast’s answer to LFWA’s 
Mountain Man and 2 CMBG’s Iron Man. As anyone who partook in the event will tell you, 
it was much worse than either of these. Delayed from its original date during the summer, the 
Bushman took place on the 15th of October during our fine Gagetown fall weather. Freezing rain 
and extremely strong winds turned the Bushman and particularly the canoeing portions on the 

Recce C Sqn in Ft Knox.
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open river, into much more than a fitness challenge. Included in the competition were a 15km 
rucksack march, 5km sandbag carry with rucksack, and a 10km canoe race. On several occasions 
the Bushman risked becoming a survival event.  In the end, only a few soldiers were medically 
evacuated and those who successfully completed the challenge earned themselves great accolades.

PIPES AND DRUMS 

The RCR Pipes and Drums have completed another busy, but successful year, competing or 
performing in over thirty-eight different events. Most notably in 2010 was the small, but important 
change in the name for the Pipes & Drums and a large grant authorized by the Regiment intended 
to refurbish the Pipes and Drums. The 2 RCR Pipes and Drums will now be referred to as The 
RCR Pipes and Drums, following a decision by the Regimental Senate. Further, a significant cash 
infusion, recommended by the 
REC and approved by the Senate, 
will see a major overhaul of the 
Pipes and Drums. This will allow 
for upgrades to the instruments 
and uniforms that were seen as long 
over due.  

The Pipes and Drums arrived at 
the Virginia Tattoo at the end of 
April and stayed until the first week 
of May, conducting numerous 
performances for the Virginia 
public. The Pipes and Drums had 
worked themselves into a very 
competent organization ready to 
transition into its annual task, 
the commitment to the Nova 
Scotia International Tattoo in 
Halifax, 18 Jun – 10 Jul. The Nova 
Scotia International Tattoo is an 

Members of 2 RCR complete the Ex 
Bushman on a beautiful day.

Pipes and Drums in Fredericton 11 Nov 10
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outstanding event that garners much praise for the Pipes and Drums every year. The rebuilding 
that has taken place under Drum Major, Sgt Chris Smith, and Pipe Major, MCpl James Firth, over 
the last couple of years has proven to be very successful.  

Other notable events throughout the year included the Change of Appointment Parade, Opening 
of the New Brunswick Legislature, change of command parades, funerals, mess dinners, and 
Remembrance Day Ceremony in Fredericton. WO Colin Smith returned to 2 RCR in September 
to become the platoon commander for the Pipes and Drums.  Under WO Smith’s direction, the 
Pipes and Drums have continued to make significant improvements, recruited members into the 
band, as well as taking the necessary steps for the refurbishment of the uniforms and instruments 
used by band members. In the end, it turned out to be an extremely busy year for The RCR Pipes 
and Drums. Most importantly, 2010 will be remembered as the year The RCR Pipes & Drums 
was recognized as a Regimental asset. It has been provided with the support and encouragement 
of the Regiment as a whole as it continues to mature and enlarge its capability into a premier Pipes 
and Drums in the CF and Canada.  

CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 

With the training year at an end, Regimental Activities started early with the Children’s 
Christmas Party on 11 December, followed that evening by the annual Subbie’s Caroling. The 
Warrant Officers and Sergeants held their annual Regimental Birthday Mess Dinner on 09 Dec. 
Many former RSMs and CSMs were in attendance, most notably the guest of honour, CWO 
Don Reekie (Ret’d). CWO Reekie was the RSM of 2 RCR from 01 July 1970 – 31 July 1971, 
immediately following the disbandment of the Black Watch. On 14 Dec, the Cpls/Ptes soundly 
defeated the MCpls at hockey. Meanwhile the WOs and Sgts squeaked a win over the Officers by 
once again using a goalie many would swear was from the Infantry School and, as a result, stealing 
another win from the Officers.

The Senior NCOs hosted the Officers at the WO’s/Sgt’s Mess in traditional style. The Warrant 
Officers and Sergeants cleaned up in the spirited sporting activities, although some cheating (or 
imaginative gamesmanship as the WOs/Sgts would call it) may have been observed. The following 
day, the Senior NCOs and Officers served the soldiers their Christmas Dinner. The CO recognized 
Cpl Sanson as the Soldier of the Year. On Thursday, 17 Dec, the Colonel of the Regiment, MGen 
Walter Holmes, was able to visit the Battle Group for the 127th Regimental Birthday Dinner, 
where he offered some parting words to the Battalion as he prepared to complete his tenure as 
Colonel of the Regiment. LCol John Fife had the pleasure to announce that Capt Matt Rolls was 
the recipient of the Mons Box as the top Platoon Commander in the Battalion.

2 RCR BG has met the challenges of the past year and look forward with anticipation to the 
challenges and opportunities that lie ahead in 2011.

Individual Achievements in the 2nd Battalion  

Capt Matt Rolls - Top Platoon Commander. Awarded the Mons Box

Cpl I.M. Sanson - Miller Trophy – 2 RCR Soldier of the Year
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3rd Battalion
The Royal Canadian Regiment

3 RCR

LCol K.I. Cameron, CD

CWO W.A. Bartlett, MSC, CD

2010 allowed the 3rd Battalion to showcase its many skills 
on operations, exercises, routine training, and elsewhere as 
a key component of 2 CMBG and the Army. It was a year 
for reconstituting and refocusing the Battalion, which was 
also marked by efforts to lay the foundation for the way 
ahead. Sub-unit roles were firmed up and reorganizations 
took place across the unit. These efforts occurred with a 
view to re-orient the Battalion along a truly Light Infantry 
path by focusing on the capabilities to parachute, to operate 
in complex terrain and to conduct airmobile operations. 
At the same time, 3 RCR’s tempo was determined by 
ongoing contributions to both domestic and expeditionary 
operations, as well as the continuous involvement in vital 
training for personnel from across the Canadian Army. 
There were numerous individual and team achievements 
throughout the year as well, such as winning the 2 CMBG 
Ironman Competition, participating in the Army Run and 
dominating the CF Small Arms Competition.

BATTALION LEVEL  
OBJECTIVES
At the outset of the year, the 3rd Battalion was poised 
to conduct a variety of major exercises and a domestic 
operational deployment. While the bulk of the Battalion 
was deployed to Fort Irwin, California in support of training 
Task Force 1-10 during Exercise MAPLE GUARDIAN, 
a handful of soldiers deployed to Haiti following a 
devastating earthquake which took place 12 January 2010. 
Op HESTIA was initiated as the Canadian response to 
assist Haiti. Members of 3 RCR stepped up to perform vital 
operational tasks as a part of the Defence & Security section 
in two major cities, Port-au-Prince and Jacmel. In March, 
upon the completion of Exercise MAPLE GUARDIAN 
in California, the Battalion redeployed back to Canada in 
order to reorient itself for its next major operational task.

Task Force 1-10 deployed to Afghanistan in April, 
taking with it Oscar Company as a part of the Infantry 
Battle Group, as well as many individual augmentees, 
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notably within the OMLT (Operational and 
Mentor Liaison Teams). After an arduous and 
demanding deployment overseas, with many 
successes, the Task Force redeployed to Canada 
at the end of the year in time to spend the 
holidays with friends and families.

Operation CADENCE was the provision of 
security in conjunction with law enforcement 
partners to international heads of state in 
Huntsville during the G8 summit from 25-26 
June. The 36th Summit was Canada’s fifth since 
1976 and became the country’s largest domestic 
operation, involving the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police, the Ontario Provincial Police, 
numerous local police departments, NORAD 
and the Canadian Forces. 3 RCR, partnered 
with law enforcement, maintained the integrity 
of the security zone in the Huntsville area of 
operations, contributing to the success of the 
Summit. 

Returning from Huntsville, 3 RCR, with 
November Company in the lead, shifted 
gears from operations to training support. 
The Battalion, in direct support of the Tactics 
School, set up and conducted the Infantry 
Dismounted Company Commanders Course 
during the month of July in the Petawawa 
training area. Elements from Quebec and 

Romeo Companies, plus members from 
Battalion HQ, combined with November 
Company to ensure that selected officers 
from the Reserve Force were trained to a high 
standard in the practical application of skills 
required to command a dismounted infantry 
company. All of this within the framework of a 
battle group in all operations of war.

For 3 RCR the tempo of operations did not 
slow during the fall and winter months. 3 
RCR was given the lead to plan and execute 
Operation COLLABORATIVE SPIRIT for 
the Army. COLLABORATIVE SPIRIT is the 
venue utilized by the CLS whereby the field 
force showcases weapons effects and combat 
capabilities resident in the Canadian Army to 
senior public servants. Included this year were 
senior provincial and municipal government 
officials, industry leaders, influential Canadians 
in Ontario and members of the media. The 
Deputy Commanding Officer, Major Simon 
Parker, was tasked as the Brigade OPI. A Battle 
Group’s worth of personnel and resources was 
assembled and synchronized from across 2 
CMBG, to include such elements as infantry, 
armour, combat engineers, artillery, signals, 
special forces, aviation, air, and combat service 
support, in order to achieve the CLS intent.  

The 3 RCR Battalion Group outside Huntsville, 
deployed on Operation CADENCE
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MIKE COMPANY
For Mike Company the year was busily focused on training TF 1-10’s Battle Group, deploying 
on a domestic operation as part of the joint security force for the G8 Summit, and re-energizing 
for parachute operations at the Coy level. 2010 was a landmark year in light of the Company 
reorganization that was drawn up and instituted, which saw the inclusion of a number of enablers 
from across 2 CMBG and beyond.

EX MAPLE GUARDIAN SUPPORT
Early January saw Mike Coy working to prepare the 1 RCR BG for its deployment as part 
of TF 1-10. What better way to support the training of our sister Battalion than with the 
experience and enthusiasm of those who had just returned from fighting the insurgency 
only months before in the harsh Afghan theatre. The United States National Training Centre 
(NTC), with its geography so strikingly similar to that of Afghanistan, is arguably one of the 
most well equipped and thoroughly supported training venues the Canadian paratroopers 
had ever seen. Whether it is the mountainous region that replicates the Hindu Kush 
mountain ranges, its host of Farsi speaking actors, or its Improvised Explosive Device (IED) 
simulators, Fort Irwin NTC lent the soldiers of Mike Company the resources to provide 
effective and advanced training. The Company was responsible initially for Stand Training.  
M Coy Platoon commanders, coupled with their experienced NCOs fresh from theatre, aimed 
to facilitate realistic training events ranging from the clearance of urban villages, Cordon and 
Searches, to reaction to catastrophic mass casualties scenarios. The second month of training had 
many of the soldiers from the Coy playing the part of Afghan National Army soldiers and Afghan 
National Police personnel for the BG Full Spectrum Operations validation.

OP CADENCE
The ability to anticipate future tasks was never far from the minds of Mike Coy’s leadership as 
the 2010 March Break leave period drew to a close. The Company underwent a paradigm shift 
from fighting in the heat and dust of Afghanistan to being tasked with the partnered security 
of the Controlled Access Zone (CAZ) for the G8 Summit, Operation CADENCE.  The spring 
training cycle saw a new focus on developing the vital skill sets of de-escalation, crowd interaction, 

Mike Coy preparing for Helo 
descents
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and support to Law Enforcement partners. 
Following a period of workup in both CFB 
Petawawa and Meaford, the troops of Mike 
Coy were ready to take their positions inside the 
CAZ for nine days of rain, mud, section-level 
routine patrolling, and plenty of mosquito bites 
.... a true light infantry experience in a domestic 
setting. While boredom and low level activity 
characterized most of Op CADENCE, the 
experience of working closely with the RCMP 
and as part of the security force was considered 
another unique and successful mission from 
Mike Coy’s perspective.

PARACHUTING
In light of the busy tempo and requirement for 
3 RCR to be prepared for the G8, the “maroon 
berets” of Mike Company still managed to 
find some willing CH-146 Griffon pilots to 
fly them over DZ ANZIO for two days of 
jumping. In usual paratrooper fashion, the 
recently qualified jumpers were welcomed with 
an assault of cam paint to their face, ears, hair 
and teeth! When all was said and done, many of 
the new members were happy to have between 
five and seven helicopter jumps under their 
belt. The Griffon jumps, while not in a tactical 
setting, provided the soldiers with a needed 
refresher back under the canopy.

On the heels of Op CADENCE, command of 
the Company was transferred from Major Sean 
Trenholm to Major Sean French. Both the 
incoming OC and the CSM, Master Warrant 
Officer Dave Hood, were no strangers to Mike 
Coy, both having served there in years past. The 
temporary reprieve from Army-level tasking 
gave the new leadership time to begin drawing 
their plan for the way forward. August gave 
way to another day of Griffon jumps for Mike 
Company. Regrouping on the DZ, the soldiers 
focused on jumper awareness and RV drills.  
Several of the senior NCOs noted that things 
appeared similar to the bygone days when 
aircraft were readily available.

The Spring PCF cycle provided time for many 
of the Coy’s Junior NCOs to acquire many 
deserved qualifications. Infantry Platoon 

Support Weapons Qualification and Primary 
Leadership Qualification courses provide 
the Company with the needed expertise and 
leadership at the core level. From a parachute 
perspective, we also qualified four Static Line 
Jumpmasters, six Military Freefall Parachutists, 
one Military Freefall Jumpmaster and one 
Military Freefall Parachute Instructor. To top 
it all off, Cpl Pat Cayer was also presented with 
the Airborne Soldier of the Year Award.  

For Mike Company soldiers, this prestigious 
award once again reinforced the great pride 
that wearing the maroon beret entails. Even 
while the busy training schedule continued, 
Pte Thomas Demandt proved that Mike Coy 
does lead the way by placing first overall in the 
2010 2 CMBG Ironman. The team, led by 2 
Platoon Commander, Lt Chad Hansen, also 
brought home the overall major unit team first 
place , which revived the Battalion’s winning 
tradition in this prestigious event! With their 
Coy squared away in new qualifications and 
awards, OC and CSM Mike began working 
towards their goal of re-vitalizing Mike Coy.

Cpl Cayer – The Airborne Soldier of the Year

LCol KI Cameron leads the 3 RCR Ironman 

team for 2010
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MIKE COMPANY 
COLLECTIVE 
TRAINING 
BACK TO BASICS 
“Back to basics” was the premise of the 
training to be conducted for the fall. New 
platoon commanders arrived and began 
looking through Mike Coy Aides Memoire 
in order to teach new soldiers and refresh 
the experienced jumpers. Drop Zone RV 
drills were talked through at the platoon-
level, then walked through, then increased 
to Coy-level walk throughs. Mike Company 
also made the transition from PELS to the 
Parachute Drop Bag. Basic Parachute course 
candidates underwent an introduction to 
the Airborne spirit by getting experience 
in aircraft drills, flight racks, landings and 
the Mock Tower, prior to arriving at CFB 
Trenton. The result was starkly obvious: 
soldiers donning their maroon berets with 
pride and confidence. In spite of aircraft 
availability, Mike Coy cracked on with 
DZ rehearsals, SOP refreshers and began 
looking forward to the opportunity to 
execute what they had been practicing on 
exercise or deployment.  

In keeping with the spirit of returning to 
basics, M Coy deployed to the field for three 
weeks of training. The first week focused 
on platoon SOPs with an emphasis on 

Ironman 2010

Middle:  Pte Demandt – winner of the 2010 Ironman 
Competition

Bottom:  The winning team for the 2 CMBG 2010 
Ironman Competition
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patrolling. Week two increased in tempo and 
expectation when platoons conducted advance 
to contact drills on the Mattawa Plain, only 
to find themselves in hasty defensive positions 
with 50km/hr winds to remind them of why 
they love being Light Infantry. The third week 
combined all the skills and SOPs established 
in the previous weeks into a company-level 
exercise. The comforts of previous exercises and 
work up training were exchanged for old school 
hoochies, strict noise and light discipline and 
a Coy Command Post that consisted of a map 
and a 522 radio. The fall training culminated 
with a company-sized raid that fought through 
the objective in that aggressive paratrooper 
style, extracted with the same vigour and 
speed, consolidated, and marched back to the 
exfiltration point without even a mention of 
End Ex. The rumour of a company beer call 
surely helped with the motivation.

82ND AIRBORNE 
DIVISION AND THE 
WAY AHEAD
A significant moment that inspired the 
Company’s members with bated anticipation 
took place during the OC’s and CSM’s closing 
remarks at the dismissal parade. It was all but 
confirmed that Mike Company was slated to 
participate in a Joint Forced Entry Exercise 
with elements of the 82nd Airborne Division in 
the early months of 2011.  The New Year never 
looked so bright.

Mike Coy finished the year of 2010 off 
strong, making preparations for a unique 
training opportunity with the 82nd Airborne 
Division.  Suffice it to say, the troops were 
looking forward to how many jumps they 
would achieve, the different types of aircraft 
to be used, and the large-scale final exercise. 
Based on plans drawn up during 2010, Mike 
Company would see a deployment down to 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina for several weeks 
of work up training, including some great live 
fire ranges, several jumps and the opportunity 
to be part of a brigade combat team during an 
Airborne Ex. The fact that Mike Coy would 

see itself attached to the 2nd Battalion of the 
505th Parachute Infantry Regiment from the 
renowned 82nd Airborne Division during a 
Brigade-sized airfield seizure, turned out to 
be a unique opportunity. At the same time, 
the revitalized Parachute Company Groups, 
consisting of Patrol Pathfinders, Snipers, FOO/
FAC teams, Engineer Section and Medics, 
were stood up late in the year. Both the CO 3 
RCR and Comd 2 CMBG had been looking 
to rebuild the para capability with M Coy at 
the core and surrounded by these enablers. This 
formation is quickly becoming a unique and 
specialized tool not only for 3 RCR, but the 
Canadian Army as a whole.

NOVEMBER COMPANY
Ex MAPLE GUARDIAN 1-10
Ex MAPLE GUARDIAN 1-10 saw 3 
RCR deploy to Fort Irwin, CA to support 
training for the 1 RCR Battle Group going 
to Afghanistan for TF 1-10. This two month 
exercise was composed of standard training, 
field firing ranges and a two week full spectrum 
of operations exercise. November Company, 
with elements of Quebec Company, was tasked 
to run the field firing ranges. For the month 
of January, November Company operated out 
of FOB RENO in the northern part of the 
training area. With the aid of the engineers, 
the Company constructed three complete 
villages with houses, mosques, grape fields and 
other infrastructure you might expect to find 
in an Afghan village. Once the ranges began, 
November Company jumped into a busy 
schedule of cycling units through the ranges 
and conducting remediation. They worked 
continually for three weeks with almost no days 
off, sometimes working overnight to ensure 
ranges were ready for the next day. 

In February, after a well deserved 24 hour leave 
in Las Vegas, NV, some members of November 
Company remained in Fort Irwin for the second 
portion of the exercise. These soldiers were 
regrouped into platoon minus-sized elements 
and attached to the U.S. Army’s 11th Armoured 
Cavalry Regiment, where they assumed the role 
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of ANA soldiers. They deployed to all corners of 
the training area with the OMLT, along with 
a group of real Afghan role players. For two 
weeks they conducted operations as the ANA, 
working closely with the OMLT, all the while 
communicating with the OMLT through 
Afghan translators. Instructions, advice and 
information were passed in English, translated 
into Dari, and then back into English. Members 
of TF 1-10 profited greatly from the experience 
and professionalism November Company and 
3 RCR soldiers in general brought to the table.

Op CADENCE
Op CADENCE was one of the largest CF 
domestic deployments in Canada’s recent 
history. November Company was fortunate to 
be a part of this operation that ensured the G8 
Summit took place safely and without issues. 
In late May, the Company moved to the LFCA 
Meaford Training Center to confirm training, 
work through new and realistic scenarios and 
confirm last minute changes to orders. 

November Company’s task during Op 
CADENCE was to support the RCMP-led 
Integrated Security Unit that would ensure 
safety and security at the Summit. With work 
up training complete, November Company 
deployed to their AO, the Deerhurst Resort 
Airfield. Each platoon moved out and made the 
best of their locations, despite the inclement 
weather. Reacting well to the ground and 

utilizing their knowledge and experience, 
Capt Ben Siversky and WO Gewan Seeloch, 
sited an OP in such a beneficial way that they 
were recognized by the Brigade Commander 
with the 2 CMBG Commander’s Coin and 
Commendation. MCpl Gauthier, who worked 
as the Company Quartermaster Stores 2IC, 
set up an outstanding resupply system that 
left a mouth-watering taste to anyone down 
wind. Upon successful completion of its tasks, 
November Company redeployed along with the 
remainder of 3 RCR back to garrison.

IDCCC
Immediately following the redeployment 
from OP CADENCE, Maj Rich Gallant took 
command of the Company in preparation 
for the upcoming summer task to support 
the Tactics School’s Infantry Dismounted 
Company Commander’s Course (IDCCC), 
during the month of July. With the change 
of command a number of key appointments 
moved to new jobs prior to the arrival of their 
replacements. This gave the CQMS, WO 
Rusty Arsenault, the opportunity to step up 
as the CSM for the IDCCC task, and allowed 
a number of other soldiers to step up and fill 
acting positions for the summer months.

The primary aim of the IDCCC is to train 
Reserve Force captains and majors on how 
to plan, lead and conduct dismounted, light 
infantry tasks as a company commander. 
The chance to support the course gave the 
Company a superb opportunity to refocus on 
its light infantry offensive and patrolling skills 
prior to the commencement of the fall training 
campaign.

After two weeks of refresher training, the 
Company began supporting the IDCCC with 
from three to four hasty attacks per day that 
covered every corner of the Mattawa Plains 
and Area 6 of the CFB Petawawa Range and 
Training Area. Through severe heat and long 
days, the Company, supported by artillery, 
engineer and medical elements, by the cooks 
and transport staff from Romeo Company, 
and a reconnaissance section from Quebec 

desert of Fort Irwin, California
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Company, performed very well, bringing 
accolades for 3RCR from the Tactics School, 
for the professionalism and dedication of its 
soldiers, who had lent their skills to help train 24 
future Reserve Force Company Commanders.

Ex COLLABORATIVE 
SPIRIT
During the second half of September and 
early October, November Company’s main 
effort was with the Brigade-led Operation 
COLLABORATIVE SPIRIT (CS). This 
operation required November Company to train 
for and conduct a live fire platoon attack, with 
an insertion on CH-146 Griffon helicopters to 
an LZ secured by an air-dropped pathfinder 
element. The attack was also supported by a 
LAV III and .50 Cal HMG firebase provided 
by 1 RCR, a live artillery barrage from the 2 
RCHA gun line, and close air support provided 
by two CF-18s with 500lb bombs and 20 MM 
strafing runs.  

The attack unfolded in front of an audience of 
Canadian industry leaders, various government 
officials and media. Canada Company is 
a group of Canadian business leaders who 
support the CF and its members in several ways. 
The CF shows its appreciation for this support 
with events such as Ex CS. Members of Canada 
Company visit CF bases to take advantage 
of the opportunity to see what soldiers do on 
a daily basis, get an idea of our capabilities 
and get some hands on experience with our 
equipment. Beyond viewing this range, they 
took part in several other stands, including the 
chance to drive military fighting vehicles and 
fire various rifles and machine-guns.

After the preparation training was complete, 
4 Platoon, under command of 2Lt Andrew 

Stymiest, with WO Allan Vardy, conducted 
two live fire attacks on 13-14 October. On 
each day the audience sat in the bleachers only 
a few hundred meters away and watched with 
excitement as 6 Platoon Commander, Lt Niklas 
Fysh, narrated the sequence of events in both 
English and French. Overall it was a great 
success that was enjoyed by all who viewed 
and participated in the event. This was clearly 
evident during the meet and greet held nightly 
after the day’s events.

Ex NIGHTHAWK PIKE 

Support to the Basic 
Reconnaissance Patrolman 
Course
The fall did not see a decrease in tempo for 
November Company with the commencement 
of the 3 RCR fall training campaign. One of 
the highlights for the Company was its support 
to the Basic Reconnaissance Patrolman (BRP) 
Course. 

In preparation for an exercise that would 
support the course, November Company 
completed watermanship training with assault 
boats on 21 October in the Ottawa River.  
The training consisted of the preparation and 
rigging of assault boats, the load and unload 
drills, and the movement and capsizing drills.  
Needless to say it was a cold afternoon of 
training. 

The following week, November Company 
deployed to the field to conduct the exercise.  
The Company’s role was to link up with 
elements from the Reconnaissance Platoon and 
conduct a first light raid on an objective that had 
been marked and secured by members of the 
BRP course. In the early hours of the morning 
of 27 October, November Company moved by 

November Coy conducting 
watermanship training



assault boats into position and conducted its attack on the enemy position.  The exercise was an 
excellent opportunity for collaborative training between November Company and the candidates 
of the BRP course and was an excellent transition to the fall company patrolling exercise. 

Exercise NIGHTHAWK TERROR 

On 15 November, November Company packed their warm clothing and headed to the furthest 
extremes of the western portion of the training area to conduct a patrolling and offensive operations 
exercise known as Ex NIGHTHAWK TERROR (NT). In order to make the training as realistic 
and challenging as possible, the enemy force was comprised of soldiers from Duke’s Company, 1 
RCR.  

The exercise began with section-sized patrols inserted via CH-146 Griffon helicopters, provided 
from 400 Squadron, to execute area and point reconnaissance missions on enemy locations. 
The information gathered from these patrols led to platoon-sized raids and ambushes.  The final 
operation of the exercise involved November Company complete conducting a raid on a large 
enemy stronghold. Overall, it was a demanding, yet beneficial exercise that validated November 
Company’s offensive and patrolling capabilities. 

US Army Air Assault Course
In December, in the midst of a post-exercise clean up, winter warfare preparations, Christmas 
activity planning, and preparation and planning for a possible training event deployment to the 
United States with the USMC, November Company sent a group of 48 soldiers to the US Army 
National Guard Warrior Training Center at Fort Benning, GA. These soldiers were to participate 

November Coy perfecting 
airmobile drills
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in the US Army Air Assault course, 
otherwise known as the “toughest 11 
days in the Army.” 

The first day of the course, known 
as ‘Zero Day’, begins with a 2-mile 
timed run, an obstacle course and 
a kit inspection. If candidates are successful 
on the first day, then they are permitted to 
commence the course. The course was divided 
into three phases. Phase One was focused 
on helicopter operations where candidates 
familiarized themselves with a variety of 
helicopters used by the American military. Also 
included in this phase was an introduction to 
basic pathfinder operations and finished with a 
six mile rucksack march that had to be finished 
within 90 minutes. Phase Two centred on 
sling load operations where candidates learned 
how to load, inspect and attach a sling load 
to a helicopter. The final phase, Phase Three, 
focused on rappelling operations. Candidates 
were taught basic rappelling techniques and 
had the opportunity to rappel from the 64 ft 
wall and from a UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter. 
Following the completion of Phase Three, the 
course culminated with a 12 mile rucksack 
march that had to be completed in 3 hours or 
less.       

Upon completion of the course, November 
Company was well represented, and of the 
original 350 candidates who attempted the 
course on ‘Zero Day’, the company finished 
with the top two candidates, 5 Platoon 
Commander, Lt Alex Trousdale, and the 
Weapons Platoon Commander, 2Lt Paul 
Mayne. With the Canadian Forces acquisition 
of the CH-47 Chinook helicopters and the 
future development of an air assault capability 
within the Army, these skills are much needed 
and will be relied upon as this capability 
continues to evolve.

Overall, it was a very demanding and successful 
year for the Company. From the beginning of 
the year, the soldiers successfully supported the 

deployment of 1 RCR, assisted the RCMP in 
providing the security for international leaders 
during a domestic operation, and transitioned 
through the summer and fall from supporting 
a national course and political initiatives, 
to refocusing and refining its light infantry 
skills and developing a Canadian air assault 
capability.

QUEBEC COMPANY
The soldiers of Quebec Company brought their 
unique skills to bear throughout the Battalion’s 
activities for 2010. There was no shortage of 
work for the unit’s reconnaissance patrolmen, 
snipers, signallers and other vital enablers. 
There were also significant changes that re-
defined the Company’s role within 3 RCR.

In January, the entire Company deployed to 
Fort Irwin, California in support of TF 1-10 
work-up training. During that period, which 
lasted throughout the month of February, the 
Company’s main effort was the Level 3.5 live 
fire ranges, with Sniper Pl focused on executing 
the sniper ranges.

In March, the Company shifted from the 
desert to winter warfare training back at CFB 
Petawawa. This included platoon-level defensive 
live fire ranges, PWT Level Three range work, 
as well as running a Battalion march and shoot 
competition. As winter gave way to spring, the 
company continued to focus on platoon-level 
training, while refining basic skill sets. The 
Reconnaissance Platoon conducted a patrol 
school in order to indoctrinate new members, 
while the unit snipers focused primarily on 
range work throughout this period.

May was dominated by company and battalion-
level training in preparation for the unit’s Op 

Capt Gaynor and Lt Stymiest, N Coy, 
prepare for another descent during 
the US Army Air Assault Course
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CADENCE deployment. This training 
consisted mostly of stands training, with 
Recce Platoon detached for a week long 
field exercise with the Royal Canadian 
Dragoon’s D Squadron. The next phase 
saw the Company complete deployed to 
LFCA TC Meaford for Op CADENCE 
workup training. The last ten days of the 
month were spent deployed to Huntsville 
for Op CADENCE, with Recce Platoon 
in an observation post screen along with 
the aforementioned tank squadron.  The 
remainder of Q Coy was held as Battalion 
reserve, with one platoon from November 

Company attached as well.

The summer leave block followed for most members of Quebec Company. However, with 
major courses on the horizon, there was little time for rest. Preparations for the upcoming Basic 
Reconnaissance Patrolman, Basic Sniper and Communications courses were underway during 
the summer period. The Snipers departed for TC Meaford during the last week of August for 
the Brigade-run Sniper Course in conjunction with colleagues from 2 RCR and the Canadian 
Special Operations Regiment (CSOR). The Basic Recce Course started up and continued through 
September, as well as the Comms serials and Sniper courses.    

The Recce Course wrapped up at the end of October with November Company in support of the 
final exercise. This entailed candidates setting up an objective and securing a beach head for the 
company-level raid. Twenty-four new recce patrolmen earned their qualification.

As for the Sniper Course in Meaford, it was completed in November. Q Coy shifted focus and 
trained in a Virtual BattleSpace (VBS) exercise, followed by a week-long field exercise that 
culminated in a raid on the Ortona Urban Ops Village.

December was a landmark period as the Assault Platoon Leadership stood up and began preparations 
to fill their organization with soldiers from across the unit in early 2011. Assault Platoon was 

Q Coy on the range

Basic Recce Patrolman Course 
conducts watermanship training
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a major project for 3 RCR’s leadership 
and would provide the unit with a much 
needed heavy weapons capability.  

ROMEO COMPANY
The soldiers of Romeo Company were 
always at the forefront of any of the unit 
activities and events during 2010.  Romeo 
Company excelled at supporting the Battalion 
all through 2010. Its members’ skills were 
relied upon and tested during Ex MAPLE 
GUARDIAN, winter warfare training, PCF 
cycles, and other events.

During Op CADENCE, Romeo Company 
took the lead on the sustainment planning 
for all elements in Huntsville. Working 
from a forward operating base, Romeo 
Company maintained secure and open lines of 
communication with the deployed companies, 
ensuring they had the necessary resources to 
sustain operations.  

In July, the Infantry Dismounted Company 
Commanders’ Course (IDCCC) was an 
important event for R Coy, which provided 
integral support to keep the course going. 
Members of N Coy oversaw 3 RCR’s 
contribution to the Combat Training Centre’s 
course, run out of the Tactics School. While 
candidates led N Coy on offensive and defensive 
operations, the cooks, drivers and general duty 
personnel of R Coy kept the wheels greased.

As fall arrived and the companies deployed to 
the field, R Coy was there every step of the way 
providing much needed support. The Company 
organized and executed numerous in-house 
courses for soldiers across the Battalion, such 
as driver courses, safety courses, combat 
storesman courses, to name but a few, proving 
that its soldiers do far more than just enable 
success, but are an important part of it.

SUPPORTING LINES OF 
OPERATION
Operation Rolling Thunder, also known as 
the 1st Annual 3 RCR Charity Motorcycle 
Ride, benefitting the Soldier On Fund, took 

place in the hot and hazy month of July. The 
Soldier On Fund was established in 2006 with 
the aim of maximizing the independence of 
wounded warriors by investing in facilities and 
equipment. For the event, led by 3 RCR, forty-
four riders from across 2 CMBG traveled west 
to Huntsville to meet twenty-one riders from 
TC Meaford on 8-9 July. The group carried on 
to Meaford for a meet and greet prior to the 
return trip. A total of $1,680 was donated to 
the fund as a result of the charity ride, the first 
of many to come!

That same month, the unit fielded a team 
for the 94th annual Nijmegen March in the 
Netherlands from 20-23 July. The soldiers of 3 

Romeo Coy deployed well forward 
at Fort Irwin, California on Exercise 
MAPLE GUARDIAN

Cpl Lane leading the Canadian 
Contingent in Holland
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RCR trekked across 160 kilometres of Dutch 
countryside, paying homage to the Canadian 
and Allied soldiers who served there not so 
long ago. Under the command of Captain Dan 
Brown, the team won the Woodhouse Trophy 
for best overall Canadian Team and best esprit 
de corps.  

From 6-18 September, the Canadian Forces 
Small Arms Competition (CFSAC) took 
place in Ottawa at the Connaught Ranges. 
Competitors from across the CF and the 
world took part in the annual event that saw 
numerous challenges exchanged. It was a fellow 
Royal Canadian, Pte Tim Hiscock of 1 RCR, 
who was awarded the Regular Force Queen’s 
Medal. The 3 RCR team performed admirably 
and had a good showing as a result.

On the 19th of September, several soldiers 
traveled to Ottawa for the annual Army Run. 
The team of five personnel finished 3rd (of 
22) in its category, the Military Open Half 
Marathon.

The 2010 Ironman competition became yet 
another success story for 3 RCR. Not only was 
overall participation unprecedented, 3 RCR 
was very well represented, with both individual 
and team wins. Private Thomas Demandt of 
Mike Company finished first with a time of 
6:04:39, a great personal achievement. The 
Major Unit Award went to 3 RCR’s team as 
well. The team’s rigorous training regimen 
certainly paid off in this annual gruelling 
physical challenge. The results came as no 

surprise to the battalion, whose members place great emphasis on the challenge.

The unit’s combined Family Day and Children’s Christmas Party in November was a great success, 
with many happy kids letting Santa Claus know what they had in mind for gifts. Over 200 children 
from members of the Battalion showed up for the event with parents in tow. When the kids were 
not on Santa’s knee, they and their parents were enjoying a delectable BBQ, completing an obstacle 
course, flying along a zip line, firing the Grinch Canon, having their faces painted, playing games, 
and interacting with one another.

As 2010 drew to a close, it was certain the year ahead would be equally – if not more – fast paced 
for 3 RCR. Two companies are scheduled to head south of the 49th parallel to work with our 
American partners. Looking back, it was clear that 2010 was a landmark year for the Battalion 
on a number of fronts and that each member could feel a great sense of pride over what has been 
accomplished.

Santa was a big hit at the 

Children’s Christmas Party

The Ops O, Maj Reeves, trying to 
keep up with a future light infanteer
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INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS
2010 LGen Vance Award for Leadership at the Rank of Sgt – Sgt MARCHAND, JB; and

2010 BGen Yuill Sword – MCpl ARRAND, JW.

CONCLUSION
Numerous changes marked the year for 3 RCR. The foundation was established to revitalize the 
light infantry spirit and capabilities. Mike Company was set up for success to become the core of a 
parachute company group which sees the inclusion of numerous enablers from across the Brigade.  
November Company is quickly becoming the master of air assault operations. Oscar Company 
will pursue mastery of mountain and other complex terrain operations. Quebec Company is 
providing key enablers in the form of snipers, reconnaissance, signals, and now Assault Platoon. 
Romeo Company continues to sustain the Battalion in the field or in garrison, providing integral 
support to each sub-unit and the Battalion as a whole. With the close of 2010 there comes a 
renewed sense of relevance and significance in Canada’s army and a well deserved collective sense 
of pride.

PRO PATRIA!

The DCO, Maj SJ Parker, in white, opens the scoring 
against the Senior NCOs, in green, during the Christmas 
Hockey Game, while Sgt Laidlaw sprawls on the ice
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4 RCR

4th Battalion
The Royal Canadian Regiment

LCol M.R. McDonald, CD

CWO D.A.C. Ellyatt, CD

COMMANDING OFFICER’S 
COMMENTS
2010 was a busy and challenging year for the 4th Battalion. 
In addition to our regular support to Op ATHENA we 
were also involved in supporting Op CADENCE and Op 
CANTON. For each of these operations the 4th Battalion 
was a major contributor within 31 Canadian Brigade 
Group. 

Superimposed on our regular unit training was the 
requirement to conduct Change of Command/Change 
of Stick and Change of Honorary LCol parades. We are 
grateful to Honorary LCol Douglas Weldon for his years 
of service to the 4th Battalion and his excellent work on 
our behalf. Our new Honorary LCol, Col Bill Pettipas 
(Retd), is well suited for the position, based on his many 
years of service to The Regiment as both a serving and 
retired officer (Regular and Reserve) and we’re very pleased 
to have him on our Regimental team. Our former CO and 
RSM led us through some excellent training and they will 
not soon be forgotten. LCol (now Maj) Matt McDonald 
rejoined the Regular Force and is now working at LFCA 
Headquarters. CWO David Ellyatt is currently the 31 
CBG Battle School RSM and it was recently announced 
that he will become the 31 CBG CWO in the summer of 
2011. 

After a four year hiatus from summer concentrations 
we were pleased to hear that our brigade level collective 
training is now back on schedule. We’re very happy to have 
our scrim back on our helmets and to be getting back to 
good basic infantry training. 

AN OVERVIEW
For the past two years 4 RCR has been tasked by 31 Brigade 
to focus on four key objectives: maximizing the production 
of Junior Officers and Master Corporals; implementing 
operationally critical and exciting training at all levels; 
providing the lead element for the Brigade’s Domestic 
Operations Company; and maintaining a sufficient 
number of trained, physically fit, and qualified personnel 



to fulfill assigned tasks, with an emphasis on 
International and Domestic Operations.  

Our focus on International and Domestic 
Operations was brought into sharp reality in 
2010.  For the first time in recent memory the 
Battalion deployed soldiers on two concurrent 
operations, Task Force 1-10, to Afghanistan, 
and Operation CADENCE, in support of the 
G8 summit in Northern Ontario. A total of 55 
soldiers and officers supported both operations, 
the largest operational deployment from the 
Battalion in recent memory. Although 55 
personnel deployed is not a large number 
relative to Regular Force deployments, this 
is a substantial commitment from a reserve 
unit that has an average parade strength of 
192 soldiers. This is especially so when one 
considers our ongoing training commitments 
and tasks, including support to the 31 Brigade 
Battle School. Considering that the majority 
of the unit members are full-time students or 
have civilian jobs makes this number even more 
significant. 

The financial constraints felt across LFCA, 
beginning in 2009, carried through into 
2010. This directly impacted 4 RCR’s budget, 
resulting in reductions in training, as well 
as a number of Class B (Full Time) Reserve 
positions being eliminated at both the unit and 
Brigade levels. Although the initial shock of the 
funding rollbacks that took place in 2009 were 
passed us, the ongoing challenges of managing 
the Battalion’s funds while maintaining critical 
training and career progression was a difficult 
task. As expected, the day staff at the Battalion 
did a fantastic job of handling the financial 
pressures and finished the year on target to 
deliver a balanced budget, while having kept 
up excellent training throughout the calendar 
year.  

The 4th Battalion has earned a reputation in 
the Brigade for generating excellent officers and 
NCOs. In 2010 this trend continued with key 
positions in 31 CBG being filled by members 
of 4 RCR. The Brigade is commanded by Col 
Mark Campbell and his Deputy Commander 
is LCol Brock Millman. Both are former COs 
of 4 RCR. CWO David Ellyatt, the immediate 
past RSM of 4 RCR, is now RSM of the 31 
CBG Battle School.

4 RCR ORBAT 
HIGHLIGHTS 

4 RCR’s structure has remained unchanged 
from 2009. However, it is worth noting that 
almost the entire leadership cadre for the 
Battalion changed in 2010. A new Honorary 
LCol, CO, RSM, DCO, OC S Coy, and 
Chief Clerk took their respective places in the 
Battalion as the year went on, bringing more 
than enough parades, new faces, new ways of 
getting things done, and most importantly 
a smooth and successful transition from old 
guard to new before the year was up.

HEADQUARTERS 
COMPANY
Many readers will be familiar with the Battalion’s 
home in the historic Wolseley Barracks’ “A” 
Block, next door to the Regimental Museum. 
However, they probably would not be familiar 
with the difficulties associated with working 
out of a 124 year old building. “A” Block has 
been in need of significant upgrades, including 
windows, doors, etc, for quite some time. 2010 
saw much needed upgrades get underway 
on the exterior of the building.  Keeping in 
line with physical upgrades on the exterior of 
“A” Block, the OC of BHQ, Captain Mike 
O’Leary, has been successful in pushing hard 
for funds and resources to reinvigorate our unit 
lines. Updates to our unit lines with new paint, 
furniture, and old-fashioned house cleaning are 
ongoing as the year comes to an end. This will 
keep the Battalion squared away and looking 
sharp for a good number of years.  In addition 

Cpl Oscar Trachman receives his TF 1-10 Bar 
for his second tour to Afghanistan.

Photo by: Capt. M. O’Leary
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to the various projects in the unit lines, the OC and BOR have 
been busy driving continued reductions in the number of NES 
(Non-Effective Soldiers), which allows the Battalion to bring on 
more recruits, increasing our parade strength considerably.  

SIERRA COMPANY
Locations remain unchanged with the Headquarters, 1 and 2 
Platoons in London, and 3 Platoon in Stratford. Captain Paul 
Wiper took command of the Company with the appointment 
of Maj Joe Robinson as DCO. Throughout 2010 the Company 
focused on completion of Individual Battle Task Standards for 
all soldiers, providing a Company Headquarters and two Rifle 
Platoons for collective training and a selection of soldiers for 
operations and courses.

TANGO COMPANY
This Company Headquarters is responsible for the Stratford Armouries and all planning activities 
related to the Battalion’s Domestic Response Company (DRC) Task. Troops were attached as 
needed from S Coy for specific tasks such as Domestic Response Exercises.  Major Don Strang has 
continued in his role as Officer Commanding T Coy, Officer Commanding Domestic Response 
Company (from the Territorial Battle Group) and Officer-in-Charge of the Stratford Armouries.

Cpl Palleck entertains a village 
elder’s son during a shura in the 
village of Nakhonay, Panjawaii 
district. 

Photo by Sgt Will Thompson

Cpl Vanderspek rests  
during a patrol with the 
10th Mountain Division in 
Dand district, TF 1-10.

Photo by: CPL Justin Wirght, QOR
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TASK FORCE 
AFGHANISTAN: 

Roles for the 25 soldiers who participated in 
TF 1-10 included: PsyOps, Force Protection, 
Close Protection, Battle Group, OMLT, Rifle 
Coy, and tasks with the National Command 
Element and National Support Element. We 
are proud of our contributions made to past 
Task Forces and are more than pleased that the 
performance of the most recent contingent of 
soldiers sent into battle reflected highly upon 
both the 4th Battalion and Regiment as a 
whole. As this article is being written we are 
incredibly grateful for the return of all of our 
soldiers from Task Force 1-10 and extend our 
thoughts and prayers to the friends and families 
of those who were not so fortunate. Deployed 
with TF1-10 from 4 RCR were: Cpl Antaya, 
Cpl Keffar, Cpl Shipman, Cpl Schmidt, Cpl 
Henderson, Cpl Stone, Cpl Genereux, Cpl 
Elliott, Cpl Leonard, Cpl Arnold, Cpl Smith, 
Cpl Mastrotucci, Cpl Hartwick, Cpl Leckie, 
Cpl Acton, Cpl Miron, Cpl Palleck, MCpl 
MacTaggart, MCpl Vanderspek, MCpl Knapp, 
Sgt Turcotte, Sgt Edwards, Lt Lomasney, Lt 
Lesarge and Capt Reintjes.

OP CADENCE
In support of the G8 Summit 
that took place over the early 
summer in Huntsville, Ontario, 
4 RCR provided 28 soldiers in 
a Domestic Operations role. 
Deployed as a complete platoon, 
led by Captain Kane Erickson 
and WO Jim Kolar, soldiers 
were tasked with outer perimeter 
security, manning OPs, and 
presence patrolling along with 
embedded OPP officers under 
the command of the RCMP. The 
following soldiers participated 
in the Operation: Pte Wu, Pte 
Thepmontry, Pte Oenema, Pte 
Helm, Pte Dale, Pte Birs, Cpl 
Dell, Cpl Yarmey, Cpl Stafford, 

Cpl Merner, Cpl Bain, Cpl Noordink, Cpl 
Gibson, Cpl Stapleton, Cpl Keeling, MCpl 
Harris, MCpl Arbour, MCpl Beach, MCpl 
Buchner, MCpl Ward, MCpl Lees, MCpl 
McIntyre, MCpl Morgan, Sgt Majoor, WO 
Kolar, Capt Erickson, Capt Mimnagh and our 
unit Chaplain, Capt Rybak.

TRAINING 
HIGHLIGHTS: 

2010 was a busy year for 4 RCR with eight major 
training exercises and a number of ceremonial 
and related activities. Exercises included a 
wide variety of scenarios providing plenty of 
opportunities for soldiers to hone their core 
fighting skills through realistic training. This 
included plenty of live fire work for all present.  
The unit’s new CO, LCol Willaert and his 
lead OC, Capt Wiper, both demonstrated and 
expected a high standard of physical fitness in 
all training. This was realized when the soldiers 
were finishing exercises with demanding 
marches and tackling the confidence course 
before getting on the bus to go home. 

The unit was off to a great start in September 
with Ex ROYAL MUSKET, completing 
annual IBTS, focusing on personal and 

Pte Bordhagen makes it over the top of the obstacle 

during IBTS training, 17 Sept, ATC Meaford.
Photo by: Capt. M. O’Leary
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support weapons qualifications. In addition to 
the weapons qualification, the RSM loaded up 
a van of soldiers on the Saturday and drove to 
Ottawa for the Army Run. Finishing the Half-
Marathon with very competitive times were 
CWO Talach, Cpl Manley, Cpl Makos and 
Pte Evans. Sgt Kucharski took on the driving 
duty back to London so the soldiers could get 
some much deserved rest. Two key training 
events stood out as notable exercises. During 
Ex ROYAL FROST (19-21 Feb 10), soldiers 
confirmed their winter warfare skills and 
conducted a chilling PWT 3 qualification shoot 
on snow covered ranges. Ex ROYAL SABRE 
(16-18 April 10), held at ATC Meaford, gave 
plenty of pairs/group live fire and movement 
training, with well laid out ranges and excellent 
use of reactive targets.

TRAINING 

Ex ROYAL FROST, 19-21 Feb 2010 
Winter Warfare, Dom Ops, PWT 3 
qualification range;

Ex ARROWHEAD PRECEPT, 13 Mar 
2010 - Local domestic ops trg (Bde led);

Ex ROYAL STORM, 26-28 Mar 2010 -  
S Coy FTX, Sect/Pl patrolling, Advance to 
Contact, at LFCA TC Meaford;

Ex ROYAL SABRE, 16-18 Apr - pairs/
group live fire and movement trg, at LFCA TC 
Meaford;

Above: Maj Joe Robinson mans his range 
during IBTS training at ATC Meaford. 
Photo by Capt. M. O’Leary

Machine-gunners from 4 RCR run down 
the range during their PWT3
during IBTS training at ATC Meaford,  
17 Sept.
Photo by: Capt. M. O’Leary

the pistol range ATC Meaford.
Photo by: Capt. M. O’Leary
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Ex PACHINO DAY, 10 Jul 2010 – PWT 3 qualification range, at Cedar Springs;

Ex ROYAL MUSKET, 17-19 Sep 2010 - IBTS, grenades, Support Weapons, at LFCA TC 
Meaford;

Ex ROYAL RAMPAGE, 19-21 Nov 2010 - S Coy FTX, at LFCA TC Meaford; and

Ex ROYAL HOOT, 11 Dec 2010 - Soldier’s Christmas Dinner, at the Stratford Armouries.

31 CBG BATTLE SCHOOL:  

Our ranks are brimming with well-rounded soldiers, with a great many carrying considerable 
experience from the battlefield, an envious position for any reserve battalion.  Their knowledge 
and new skills are being put to good use as instructors, mentors, and sections members throughout 
the Battalion and across the Brigade. This is in particular the case with the 31 CBG Battle School 
where we fill many instructor slots in the ongoing fall-spring training cycle.   

Sgt John Scharf demonstates 
clearing out of the grenade bay.
Photo by: Capt. M. O’Leary

MWO IBTS training 
ATC Meaford.
Photo by: Capt. M. O’Leary
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CEREMONIAL 
Change of Comd / Change of Stick – 15 May 2010, at Beaver Hall;

Change of HLCol Pde - 27 Nov 2010, at Beaver Hall.

The Battalion participated in Remembrance Day Ceremonies in both 
London and Stratford, while providing cenotaph guards in several 
other communities. Over 20 soldiers answered individual speaking 
requests from the local community at schools, Royal Canadian Legion 
branches, businesses and other organizations.

DEPARTED COMRADE
Cpl Trevor Jones was a soldier in 4 RCR employed with S Coy as a 
Clerk at the time of his unexpected passing on 28 April 2010. Cpl Jones 
began his career with the Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment as 
an Infantryman on 23 June 2000 and transferred to 4 RCR shortly 
afterward. The memorial service for Cpl Jones was held on 6 May 2010 
at the Wolseley Barracks WO’s and Sgt’s Mess. He will be remembered by his friends, family and 
fellow soldiers.   

WO J Burke stands at attention with his guard during the 
Change of Command Parade 15 May 10. Photo by: Capt. M. O’Leary

WO Jeff Burke receives his CD.

Photo by: Capt. M. O’Leary

You are not seeing double. WO Scott Burke 
receives his CD on the same date as his twin 
brother, WO Jeff Burke. Photo by: Capt. M. O’Leary

Departed Comrade 
Cpl Trevor Jones.
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CHARITABLE EVENTS
Toys for Tots
 Originating with 4 RCR 12 years ago, and based on the successful USMC Reserve Program, over 
2000 local children received toy hampers in the London area this past Christmas. From its original 
start in 1998, with 75 children and 4 RCR’s S Coy doing the heavy lifting, this program has grown 
to involve every local reserve unit, including the Naval Reserve, and some 30 local charities. It 
is now the second largest Christmas charity campaign in south-western Ontario, second only to 
the Salvation Army. Involvement within Toys for Tots provided an excellent opportunity for our 
soldiers to work, in a relaxed atmosphere, with all ranks from other units and with various social 
service agencies. In the public eye and regardless of rank, Battalion soldiers played a host of roles, 
whether providing muscle or in-depth supervision and leadership. Once again, 4 RCR provided 
both key leadership and volunteer manpower to help make this year the best yet.

Personnel Leaving the Unit / Retirement 2010
Sgt Markus Brants

• Posted to 4 RCR as RSS Ops WO in 2006

•  Posted from 4 RCR to the Regimental Museum 

Sgt Cheryl Bomberry

• Posted to 4 RCR as Chief Clerk in 2007

• Posted to CFRC Detachment Hamilton 

AWARDS
In 2010 the following annual awards 
were presented:

Paardeberg Award 
– Capt Mathew Prince for his hard 
work and dedication;

Lt F.W. Campbell VC Award 
–  
Lt Jerry Rozic for his excellence in 
leadership as a junior officer;

Soldier of the Year 
- MCpl Ben Morgan for his outstanding 
performance and leadership; and

Marksmanship Award 
– Sgt Adam Bahm. 

Capt Matthew Prince is presented with the 
Paarbdeberg Trophy for his excellence in service 
to the unit by LCol G. Willaert.

Photo by: Capt. M. O’Leary
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Key Unit 
Appointments as of 
Dec 2010
Hon LCol – Col William J. Pettipas; 

CO – LCol Gary Willaert;

DCO – Maj Joe Robinson;

Adjt – Capt David Mimmagh;

RSM – CWO Rob Talach;

DSM – MWO Henry Klausnitzer;

OC S Coy – Capt Paul Wiper;

2IC S Coy – Capt Kane Erickson;

CSM S Coy – MWO Bruce Proper

OC T Coy – Maj Donald Strang;

2IC T Coy – Lt Jerry Rozic;

CSM T Coy – WO Tim Mobberly;

OC BHQ – Capt Michael O’Leary;

Ops O – Capt Mathew Prince

Ops WO - WO Russell Collins

RQMS – WO Carl Bomberry;

TO – WO Curtis Lucas;

C Clk – Sgt Holly Costello;

Trg NCO London – MCpl Jason Fuller; and

Trg NCO Stratford – Sgt Thomas Charette.

Key Unit Promotions 
(new rank indicated) 

MCpl C. Keeling; 

MCpl D. Yarmey; 

MCpl S. McKenna;

Sgt A. Bahm; 

Sgt J. Scharf;

CWO R. Talach;

Lt P. Keane;

Capt K. Erickson;

Maj M. Anderson; and

LCol G. Willaert.

LCol Willaert receives the RSM’s pace stick from 
outgoing RSM Ellyat before presenting it to the 
current RSM, CWO Tallach. Photo by: Capt. M. O’Leary

Hon LCol D. B. Weldon presents outgoing CO LCol 
M. McDonald with The Soldier Of The Queen  
Photo by: Capt. M. O’Leary



“MARCH THE GUILTY BASTARD IN” – 
an apocryphal announcement reputedly stated 
by curmudgeonly senior officers presiding 
over Summary Trials, usually taken to imply 
that any soldier, having been charged, was 
certainly guilty of some crime and deserving 
of punishment, even if not guilty of the charge 
about to be read.

Having a database of over 17,000 entries from 
the Regiment’s Part II Daily Orders of the First 
World War provides a rich store of information 
offering intriguing glimpses of the stories 
behind some of the Royal Canadians who 
served between 1914 and 1919. While many 
soldiers will appear only twice in the Part II 
Orders, once on arrival in the overseas battalion 
and once again on departure, others appear 
with much greater regularity.

One of the searches I conducted in the Part 
II Orders data after converting it to an easily 
searched format was to discover the soldier of 
the Regiment who appeared most often. The 

change from Permanent Force (PF) regimental 
numbers to Canadian Expeditionary Force 
(CEF) service numbers in late 1915 necessitated 
two separate searches and a comparison of the 
highest returns from each search to find the 
“winner” by aggregate. As it turned out, higher 
math was unnecessary to confirm the “winner” 
of this little contest. The same soldier topped 
the list of recurring appearances both before 
and after the change of service numbers to the 
CEF system.

And the soldier who appears most often in the 
CEF Part II Orders of The RCR is:

20327 / 477809 Pte Ryan, Thomas J

Born 15 Feb 1897 in Newcastle, England, 
Thomas Ryan was already serving in The 
Royal Canadian Regiment when he attested 
for overseas service at Halifax on 21 August 
1915. His regimental number indicates a 
wartime enlistment, but he was not part of the 
reinforcement draft that joined the Regiment 
in Bermuda. Ryan transferred from The RCR 

“ March the Guilty 
Bastard In”
By Captain Michael O’Leary, 4RCR
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Depot in Halifax as the Regiment prepared 
to sail for England in August 1915. Ryan’s 
attestation papers show that he was struck off 
the strength of the Depot and was assigned at 
the end of August to “B” Company.

Thomas Ryan’s entries in the Part II Orders 
include six entries related to postings between 
companies or units, and two for minor stoppages 
of pay. But the real reason he appeared so 
frequently was the 21 separate entries related to 
his encounters with the military justice system, 
as the centre of attention at 12 summary trials, 
and three Courts Martial. 

We may never know exactly how competent a 
soldier Ryan was at those times when he did 
serve with his company, but we can certainly 
tell that he was an incorrigible drinker and 
absentee. Twelve of his summary trials and 
courts martial consist of, or include a charge 
of, “Absence”; and four times his charge sheet 
read “Drunkenness.” It is likely that many of his 
absences were also accompanied by excesses of 
liquor.

It should be noted that Ryan was never charged 
with “Desertion.” During the First World War, a 
careful distinction was held between “Absence” 
and “Desertion.” Though this distinction was 
expressed in military law references in finer 
terms than any well-versed barrack room lawyer, 
like Ryan himself perhaps, might have used to 
explain to a younger soldier.  

Major E.W. Pope, an officer of The RCR, 
authored “A Practical Guide to the Study of 
Military Law” in 1917. In that volume Maj 
Pope provided the following definition for 
Desertion:

Desertion – The essence of this crime is 
intention. It must be proved in order to obtain 
a conviction of desertion that the offender 
absented himself with either (1) the intention 
of not returning to His Majesty’s service at all, 
or (2) to escape a particularly important service 
such as duty overseas or aid to the civil power. 
(A.A. Sec. 12; Manual of Military Law, ch. Iii. 

paras 13, 14, 15, 16, 17.)

In practice, it required that a man, having been 
specifically warned for service in the trenches 
(or serving there at the time of his departure) 
was doing so with the intention of avoiding 
battle. To overstay leave, or to slip away from a 
camp, billets or other duty, without having been 
warned for a return to the front, was merely 
“absence” and not “desertion.”  

The Manual of Military Law, 1914, states in 
the referenced paragraph 16 that: 

“A man who absents himself in a deliberate or 
clandestine manner, with the view of shirking 
some important service though he may intend 
to return when the evasion of the service is 
accomplished, is liable to be convicted of desertion 
just as if intention never to return had been proved 
against him.”

It is perhaps, in some small way, to Ryan’s credit 
that his charge sheet never read “Desertion.” 

Periods of imprisonment, detention, 
confinement to cells while awaiting trial, 
Field Punishment, and Confinement to 
Barracks (C.B.) - all of these appear, sometimes 
repeatedly, in Ryan’s Daily Order entries. In 
total, between Aug 1915 and Feb 1919, he 
had an accumulation of awarded punishments 
totaling 1 year, 3 months and 3 weeks. This is 
equal to almost 40% of his time overseas with 
the Regiment. Ryan did not, however, serve 
all of these. Late in the war, a period of Field 
Punishment was curtailed when he was Court 
Martialed for escaping before it was complete; 
following which he began a new punishment of 
imprisonment.

One of Thomas Ryan’s appearances in the 
Daily Orders coincides with his one and only 
appearance in the Regiments’ War Diary on 17 
April 1916. In a less than honourable mention 
for Ryan, the entry for that date reads:

17-4-16 - Trenches

Weather cloudy and wet. Situation quiet. Wind 
Mild S.W. 
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Captains G. DWYER and H.P. BELL 
and Lieuts. A.S. CHURCHILL and T.F. 
MORRISON of 40th Battalion reported for 
duty till instructions are received. 

No. 477809 Pte. T. RYAN Wounded in heel 
G.S. Self-inflicted. 

No. 477786 Pte. C. ROBINSON Wounded, 
G.S. 

No. 477950 L/Cpl N.P. VROOM, Wounded, 
G.S. 

Companies interchanged. “B” Company took 
over from “A” Company and “D” Coy. took 
over from “C” Coy. in the front line. 

Lieut F.R.L. de Salis to duty from Command as 
Instructor at HAVRE. 

No. 477770 Pte C. REYNOLDS, Wounded, 
Shrapnel, T.63½. 

No. 477217 Pte. A. DALE, Wounded. 

No. 477827 Cpl. G SHARPLES, Wounded 
G.S., R.E. Training. 

At the time, all Medical Officers were under 
orders to identify all wounds which were 
known or suspected to be self-inflicted. When 
so reported, the soldier was immediately held 
for Court Martial. At the end of the following 
month, on 31 May 1916, the results of Thomas 
Ryan’s first Field General Court Martial 
(F.G.C.M.) was recorded in the Part II Daily 
Orders:

Part II Daily Order No. 22, dated 31 May 
1916

Court Martial; 477809 Pte. Ryan, T.

In arrest awaiting trial 21 Apr 1916. Tried and 
convicted by F.G.C.M. 8 May 1916 of “When 
on active service, Neglect to the Prejudice 
of Good Order and Discipline (Carelessly 
wounding himself in the Left Foot)” and 
sentenced to 28 days Field Punishment No. 1. 
Confirmed by GOC 2nd Army 8 May 1916.”

This was not Ryan’s first experience with Field 
Punishment No. 1, having been sentenced 
earlier that year to a period of 14 days for 

absence and drunkenness. Under a sentence of  
Field Punishment No. 1, Ryan would have been 
kept in irons (which could include rope or other 
bindings) and could be attached for up to two 
hours in each day to a fixed object. In addition 
to this public display of his punishment, he was 
liable for any assigned work or employment as 
if he were under a sentence of imprisonment 
with hard labour. 

Ryan’s poor disciplinary record continued 
unabated on his return to the Battalion, and 
was equally poor during periods away from the 
unit. One charge parade for Drunkenness was 
held at No. 14 Convalescent Depot, resulting 
in 14 days Field Punishment No. 2 after being 
found guilty of charges of “(1) Drunkenness; 
(2) Absence.”

Thomas Ryan would also be tried by Court 
Martial twice more before the end of the war. 
The results of these two trials, as recorded in the 
Part II Daily Orders, are:

Part II Daily Order No. 54, dated 12 June 
1918

Court Martial; 477809 Pte. Ryan, T.

In arrest awaiting trial 19 May 1918. Tried and 
convicted by F.G.C.M. of “When on active 
service, Absent without leave from 9.10 a.m. 
19 May 1918 till apprehended by the Military 
Police at Bruay 9.20 p.m. 19 May 1918 and 
sentenced to 60 days Field Punishment No 
1, 28 May 1918. Forfeits 1 days pay by Royal 
Warrant. Sentence confirmed by G.O.C. 7th 
Cdn Inf Bde, 28 May 1918.”

Part II Daily Order No. 88, dated 16 Aug 
1918

Court Martial; 477809 Pte. Ryan, T.

In arrest awaiting trial 18 Jun 1918. Tried and 
convicted by F.G.C.M. of (1) “When on active 
service, when in confinement, escaping; (2) 
When on active service absent without leave 
from 7.30 a.m. 12 Jun 1918 to 1.30 p.m. 18 
Jun 1918; (3) When on active service, when in 
lawful custody attempting to escape. Sentenced 
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to 9 months Imprisonment with Hard Labour, 23 Jul 1918. Forfeits 7 days pay by Royal Warrant. 
Sentence confirmed by G.O.C. 7th Cdn Inf Bde, 26 Jul 1918.”

On 13 Sep 1918, following his third Court Martial, Thomas Ryan was committed to prison to serve 
out a sentence of nine months Imprisonment with Hard Labour at No. 2 Military Prison.  His final 
appearance in the Regiment’s Daily Orders came on 6 Feb 1919, when he was Struck off Strength 
on transfer to the Canadian Record List which would be responsible for his further administration 
as the Regiment returned to Canada for demobilization.

Thomas Ryan was, according to existing records, the Regiment’s most incorrigible soldier during the 
First World War. If he had been a Permanent Force soldier before or after the war, he would not have 
been re-engaged if he had made it to the end of a typical three year engagement period. Today, his 
repeated offences would lead to both disciplinary and administrative measures, quite likely ending 
with his release. His case does demonstrate the Regiment’s readiness to retain a disciplinary problem 
rather than pass him off to another unit or Corps, and he was probably a favourite choice of a few 
Sergeants-Major when unpopular tasks were being assigned.
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ERE

ERE

Allied Joint Force 
Command Brunssum 
(JFCBS): 

The RCR Plays a Key Role within NATO

By CWO Dave Preeper

Who would have thought it? Three Royal Canadians in 
the same location, at the same time and no rocks in sight 
to be painted? We are commonly known by some of the 
other nations as the Three Amigos. 

So let me introduce these Royal Canadians at Allied Joint 
Force Command Brunssum (JFCBS) in the Netherlands. 
Firstly, BGen Mike Jorgensen is head of the Joint Plans 
Branch (JPB) and the Senior National Representative. 
Simply said his Branch plans all of JFCBS current and 
future operations. Plus we can’t forget his ability to speak 
Danish and French to our NATO partners. Secondly we 
have Col Bruce Pennington, who is the Branch Head for 
Business Information Management (BIM), so therefore 
he controls and maintains all the information within 
this operational HQ. Lastly, CWO Dave Preeper, the 
Command Sergeant Major, who is the Command Senior 
Enlisted Leader (CSEL) for General Langheld, the 
Commander of JFCBS.

One might ask what is Joint Force Command Brunssum? 
Here goes.

JFCBS is prepared to conduct the full range of military 
operations throughout SACEUR’s Area of Responsibility 
and beyond in order to deter aggression and to contribute 
to the effective defence of NATO territory, safeguard 
freedom of the seas and economic lifelines, and preserve 
or restore the security of NATO Nations. 

The successful execution of and support to NATO 
operations is our top priority. Our ISAF commitment 
will continue to be the highest priority. We do everything 
possible to ensure long lasting operational success in 
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order for the Afghan people to peacefully shape a 
promising future. 

Furthermore, JFCBS contributes to the development, 
conduct and evaluation of exercises to train Allied 
and Partner HQs and Forces in NATO joint/
combined procedures. We also contribute to stability 

throughout the Euro-Atlantic area by developing and participating in military-to-military 
contacts and other co-operation activities and exercises, through co-operation and dialogue under 
Partnership for Peace, in accordance with agreed arrangements. JFCBS also works with Allied 
Command Transformation (ACT), especially to promote the provision of capable joint/combined 
HQs, forces and capabilities. 

Among other events, the Canadian delegation at Brunssum had the honour to participate in National 
events such as the 2010 Remembrance Day ceremonies which consisted of commemorating the 
66th anniversary of the liberation of the Scheldt Estuary. This special liberation weekend occurred 
in Knokke-Heist. These celebrations included a 33 km march from Hoofdplaat, Netherlands to 
Knokke (pronounced can-knock-ah), Belgium and wreath laying ceremonies. We are proud to say 
all our wives (Marlene, Maura and Brenda) completed the 33km march as well. This march has 
occurred since 1973 and the past year represented its 37th anniversary.  The Canadian Contingent 
consisted of a combination of Canadian military personnel from the European communities of 
Brunssum, Niederheid and Geilenkirchen. 

On our travels, we constantly receive praise from our NATO allies and other partner countries on 
behalf of all Royal Canadians for their professionalism and willingness to contribute to the success 
of the Canadian Mission within ISAF and more recently the highly successful contribution and 
sacrifice that our men and women of the 1st Bn, The RCR BG played within RC (S).  

From all of us at JFC Brunssum, Pro Patria!

1st Canadian Division Headquarters  
(1st Cdn Div HQ - Formerly CFJHQ)

By Capt D.H. Johnston

Another busy year has come and gone in 
the 1st Canadian Division Headquarters, 
formerly known as the CFJHQ. It began with 
an Operational Deployment to Haiti, and the 
pace did not let up for the remainder of the 
year.  

Op HESTIA
On the 12th of January 2010, a 7.3 magnitude 
earthquake hit Haiti, causing massive 
infrastructure damage throughout the 
country. LCol Bruce Ewing received a verbal 
Warning Order shortly thereafter, and, along with his team, was enroute within hours. The 

2010 Remembrance Day ceremonies. L to R: CWO Dave 
Preeper, BGen Mike Jorgensen, Col Bruce Pennington. 

Photo by Mrs. Pennigton
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Disaster Assistance Response 
Team (DART) recce was 
deployed to Haiti along with 
other Government of Canada 
representation from the 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
and International Trade 
(DFAIT) and the Canadian 
International Development 
Agency (CIDA), in order 
to assess the extent of the 
disaster. The DART recce 
was also to start the follow-on 
preparation required to deploy 
the 200+ personnel that 

comprise the full contingent of the DART.  Little did they know that the 200+ personnel of the 
DART would soon be accompanied by a Joint Task Force of another 1,800 CF personnel, based 
upon a R22eR Battle Group that would later be deployed to Afghanistan.  

It was assessed that the DART could do the most good in the town of Jacmel, with the remainder 
of the Task Force sent to Léogâne. Less than 48 hours later, the team identified a high need for 
a Canadian focus on water purification, primary medical care, search and rescue, logistics and 
coordination for the UN. Within one week of the earthquake, Canada launched a full-scale 
response to the devastation in Haiti.  This included representation from the RCMP, Citizenship 
and Immigration Canada (CIC), Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA), Public Safety, and 
others.  Sections from 1 RCR and 3 RCR were deployed as part of the DART D&S element, as 
were a number of former Royals within the HQ, Search and Rescue and Firefighter elements. 

Highlights of the two month deployment include the treatment of over 10,000 medical cases, 
production of over a half a million liters of potable water, clearing of debris, Cash for Work and 
CIMIC projects. Once Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) were in place, a handover was 
conducted and the Task Force was re-deployed back to Canada in March.

Exercise READY RENAISSANCE 10
This was the first year for the Division to conduct Exercise READY RENAISSANCE 10, formerly 
known as READY GRIFFON.  This was in response to the requirement to plan, coordinate and 
direct DART readiness training.  This year’s exercise was conducted from 7 to 9 September at 
CFB Trenton. The aim of the exercise was to familiarize key DART leadership responsible for 
supporting and manning the DART with their respective roles and tasks in a DART operation.  
Participants also reviewed aspects of CONPLAN RENAISSANCE (formerly GRIFFON) and 
Op HESTIA, as well as previous DART operations along with trusted partners from the Strategic 
Joint Staff (SJS), NDHQ, CEFCOM HQ, all force generators, DFAIT, and CIDA. The training 
was successful, well preparing those involved for future deployments.  

Transformation
After multiple scheduling conflicts precluded it from being conducted, the Change of Command 
ceremony from CFJHQ to the 1st Cdn Div HQ occurred in October. With Minister of National 
Defence the Honourable Peter McKay and the CLS, LGen Devlin, presiding over the ceremony, 
LCol Ewing handed over to MGen David Fraser in the presence of numerous high ranking Royals, 
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making the transformation complete. The Division HQ is a high-readiness, scalable, integrated, 
deployable, joint enabled, Army-centric HQ able to command and control joint, inter-agency, 
multi-national forces throughout full spectrum operations both domestically and abroad. It consists 
of the HQ element in Kingston, with 21 EW, 4 AD, 4 ESR, and C-IED.  Col (WSE) Ewing has 
since conducted Pre-Deployment Training (PDT) and has been deployed to Afghanistan.   

Exercise JOINT START 10
The Division also conducted Exercise JOINT 
START 10 (Ex JS 10) from 15 to 26 Nov 10.  
Ex JS 10 was primarily designed to exercise 
the deployment of a NEO Joint Task Force 
Headquarters (JTF HQ). The exercise was set in 
the notional countries of Onaping and Nipissing, 
the areas surrounding Sudbury and North Bay, 
and notionally located south of the Aleutian 
Islands in the Pacific. A crisis had occurred, with 
the scenario setting the stage for a call for DND 
assistance from DFAIT and a subsequent NEO 
deployment.

The exercise was very successful, due in large 
part to having excellent Joint and Inter-Agency 
participation (DFAIT, CBSA, CIC, Army (2 
RCR and 2 PPCLI), Air Force, Maritime and 
CEFCOM staffs). This exercise continues to 
expand, and this higher level activity enhanced 
the realism of the scenarios which further 
challenged personnel with resolving “real” 
problems and issues similar to those they would 
encounter when deployed on a NEO Human 
Factors IV Experiment.

“Taking this thing on the road” was the catch phrase for the Human Factors IV (HF IV) experiment 
conducted at the CF Warfare Centre in Ottawa from 30 November to 16 December.  This was 
the first time that the Divisional Staff was able to train together in a Full Spectrum Operational 
environment. Training on the Land Command Support System (LCSS), and other operational 
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systems such as the Joint Automated Deep Operations Coordination System (JADOCS) and 
Command Post of the Future (CPOF), the HQ was run through a number of scenarios taken 
from Afghanistan under the watchful eye of the Directorate of Land Synthetic Environments, 
with Col Tom Tarrant as one of the main Exercise Control (EXCON) members. The Commander 
and Chiefs of Staff were very happy with this experiment and have expressed an interest in more 
continuation training on these systems in the future.  

We look forward to the year ahead, and the challenges that it will bring. 

From Kingston, We Lead, Others Follow.

3 ASG
By Maj Russ King

3 ASG Headquarters is set 
to welcome nine new Royals, 
specifically to the ranks of Range 
Control. With the ongoing 
reductions in the numbers of 
Class B Reservists, these Royals 
will undertake the diverse and 
somewhat autonomous work of 
Range Control Patrolmen. Most 
of these soldiers are due to arrive 
by end of March 2011, and all 
will be welcome additions to this 
Headquarters, increasing the level 
of support 3 ASG provides to Base 
Units and Schools.     

Advancement in terms of Base 
Gagetown security measures 
continues apace. Soon 3 ASG 
will introduce an integrated and 
intelligent camera surveillance 
system, both in the extensive 
training area as well as the garrison.  Known as the Gagetown Video Surveillance System (GVSS), 
this suite includes the ability to capture and track unregistered (on base) vehicle license plate 
numbers, as well as having the ability to capture day and night video images of personnel and 
traffic. These systems will be implemented and coordinated by the G3 Operations Branch, and first 
responders will be dispatched to deal with incidents by the Operations Section.

Leading the way within G3 Operations will be several new officers from The RCR. Major Ryan 
Moore will arrive in July 2011 as the Operations Officer, while Captain Matt Rolls will be posted 
in as G3 Plans. Captain Rolls arrived in March 2011 as SO to the Regimental Colonel, and 
will transfer to Operations in APS 11.  Other notable changes include the departure of MWO 
Don Tupper for 2 RCR (DSM), while the G1 Branch welcomed MWO Phil Dornan as Branch 
Sergeant-Major. 

Harold Wright donates Boer Surrender Flag to The RCR, L-R:  
Col MJ Pearson (Regimental Colonel), Harold Wright, LGen PJ 
Devlin, CLS.
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Advances in technology and personnel changes aside, Colonel Michael Pearson was pleased 
to receive on behalf of the New Brunswick Military History Museum (and The RCR), a Boer 
surrender flag from Paardeberg Drift from Mr. Harold Wright. Mr. Wright is a native of Saint 
John, New Brunswick, and is an avid military historian and supporter of all Canadians in uniform. 
During a meeting with the Regimental Colonel in late November 2010, Mr. Wright eloquently 
described the history and later authentication of this important Regimental artefact. After keeping 
those in attendance in suspense he finally unveiled the flag; it was a memorable experience to 
observe firsthand such a relic relating to our history, since the Boers offered the flag to fellow 
Royals during the act of surrender. The flag, (pictured on page 81), was brought back to Canada 
by Lieutenant F. Caverhill Jones, 2nd (Special Service) Battalion, The Royal Canadian Regiment.

While Lt. F. Caverhill Jones began his military career in 1891 as a gunner in the New Brunswick 
Regiment of Artillery, he served with “G” Company, 2nd (Special Service) Battalion, The Royal 
Canadian Regiment, during the South Africa War. In January 1916, he enlisted with the 115th 
Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force as a Major and Second-in-Command of the unit. Once 
in England he took ill and returned to Canada, dying on July 28, 1917, while undergoing treatment 
at a hospital in the United States. Eventually, Mr. Wright came into possession of the flag directly 
from Lt. Jones’ son. The flag is held as part of the New Brunswick Military History Museum 
collection, and will be displayed in 2nd Battalion, The Royal Canadian Regiment lines from time 
to time, especially on important Regimental occasions.

CANSOFCOM HQ
By Major Dave Johnston

The J3 Branch at CANSOFCOM 
HQ was dominated this year 
by The RCR with Lieutenant-
Colonel Dave Quick, Major Dave 
Hill, Major Dave Price, Major 
Dave Johnston, Captain Anthony 
Berardinelli and Master Warrant 
Officer Tom France (recently 
moving from the J7 Branch). 
Lieutenant-Colonel Alex Ruff 
continued as J7 while Major Jay 
Feyko has moved from the J3 
to the J5 Branch. Promoted this 
year were Major Hill and Major 
Johnston, while Major Feyko has 
been made substantive. There will 
be some changes among the Royal 
Canadians at CANSOFCOM this 
coming APS. Lieutenant-Colonel Quick will take over as CO of 3 RCR and Lieutenant- Colonel 
Alex Ruff will be taking over as CO of 2 RCR. Major Hill will be posted to 3RCR as a Company 
Commander and Captain Anthony Berardinelli is currently attending AOC in Kingston. Finally, 
it has not gone unnoticed throughout CANSOFCOM that the proliferation of “RCR Dave’s” has 
occasionally caused some confusion.

The Royals at CANSOFCOM HQ, L-R: Maj Dave Price, Maj Dave John-
ston, LCol Dave Quick, LCol Alex Ruff, MWO Tom France,  
Maj Dave Hill. Missing from photo: Maj Jay Feyko.
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JTFC/LFCA HQ, 
Toronto
By Captain Grant McDonald

The Regiment continues to be well represented 
at JTFC/LFCA HQ in Toronto. With Royals 
spread all over the HQ, keeping things afloat 
with the quiet professionalism for which 
members of our Regiment are noted. Life in 
the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) is full of many 
social activities, which offer a welcome break for 
the many that diligently work here. However, 
the high tempo of churning out Warning 
Orders, Op Orders and various instructions for 
the Area creates a longing for a return to the 
brotherhood of life in a Battalion of The RCR.

The year that was 2010 was a busy and full one 
from the start. This included the support that 
went into preparing TF 1-10 at Fort Irwin, 
California; Op CADENCE, the summer G8 
and G20 meetings in HUNTSVILLE and 
TORONTO; and finally the launch of TF HQ 
5-10. The surprising early snowfall in Southern 
Ontario led to the quick deployment of Op 
CANTON, just before Christmas this year.

Maj Tim Kenney, serving in the G1 Branch, 
worked hard with the Reserves to facilitate a 
strong plan for the future of the Reserves in the 
Area, building on the operational experience 
recently gained in Afghanistan. LCol Paul 
Lockhart moved from one key job in the HQ 
to another throughout 2010. First working in 
the G3 Branch as the G3 Ops, he took over the 
head position when Col Geoff Parker deployed 
to Afghanistan. He then jumped on a quick 
tour in Afghanistan inside of RC(S), returning 
to JTFC to assume the role and duties of the 
J3. Maj Adam Barsby, working in the G3 
Branch, stepped up to the Ops position to fill 
in for Maj Simon Rushen who is now working 
with Western Area to fill the vital role of LO 
Pakistan for the last rotation to Kandahar. 
Never to be out done, Capt Mark Whitehead, 
returning from Op CROCODILE in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), used his 
recently acquired UN man management skills 

to help improve the 
operational efficiency 
of the HQ by building 
a close knit team within 
the Area Commander’s 
TAC during OP 
CADENCE.  

The well liked and 
respected Col Geoff 
Parker was Killed in 
Action on 18 May 2010 
in Kabul, during a 
recce for his upcoming 
tour as the Director 
of Stability working 
within RC(S) HQ. His wife M.J. and two 
children still live within the GTA and are 
adjusting to life outside the military, but very 
much remain part of the Regimental family 
and have appreciated the support the Regiment 
has provided.

The Royals currently serving in JTFC/LFCA 
are LCol P.A. Lockhart, Maj A.P. Barsby, Maj 
J.T.E. Kenney, Maj S. Rushen, Capt L. Benak, 
Capt G.T. McDonald, Capt R.P. Ryan and 
Capt M. Whitehead.

JTFC/LFCA TC, 
Toronto 
Another amazing year has passed at LFCA TC. 
Throughout the course of 2010, the TC has 
certainly fired on all cylinders with respect to 
training, by granting over 2000 qualifications. 
These courses were delivered by five companies 
located in Meaford, Petawawa and Sault Ste 
Marie.

The RCR is certainly well represented within 
LFCA TC, as over 100 Officers, Warrant 
Officers, Senior and Junior NCOs comprise 
the backbone of the TC due to their experience 
and dedication. Their work certainly hasn’t 
gone without due recognition as the following 
fine warriors were promoted this year: WO 
Hopkins; WO Mercer; WO Donovan; WO 
Moxom; WO Russell; WO Whitman; WO 

Tragedy struck LFCA HQ 
in 2010 when Col Geoff 
Parker was killed in  
action in Afghanistan



84 PRO PATRIA 2010

Scott; WO Buick; Sgt Woeldike; MCpl 
Kerr; and Cpl Mantzel.

WO Hopkins also earned the position of 
top candidate on the DP3B Course; in 
addition, MWO Miles was selected for 
the MMM. Further to our normal modus 
operandi, there were a number of key events 
which took place at the TC this past year.

Regimental Executive 
Committee
Coupled with uncharacteristically warm 
weather for this time of year, the TC was 
also chosen to host the REC in April. This 
saw key members of our Regiment enjoy 
the beautiful surroundings of the Georgian 
Bay while planning future Regimental 
initiatives including our next five to ten 
years.

Op CADENCE
The TC was chosen as the location for a 
pre-Op CADENCE collective training 
exercise.  A no fail mission, it was essential 
that this Ex set the conditions for success. 
June 2010 saw a multitude of units run 
1500+ soldiers through a plethora of key 
stands in order to hone their skills.

Combined Motorcycle Ride 
with 3 RCR
In July the TC Riders hosted our fellow 
Royals from 3 RCR for an evening of 
fellowship and camaraderie. Affecting a 
linkup at Huntsville, dozens of bikes took 
part in this memorable event.

MND Visit 

The Honourable Peter McKay spent a 
morning in August at the TC in order to 
visit soldiers training in the field and participate 
in various field training. Returning for the 
second year in a row, he was accompanied by 
Federal MP Larry Miller as he rappelled off 
a rock face and manoeuvred an assault boat. 
Taking the time to speak to a captive audience 
of RST soldiers, the Minister undoubtedly left 

a memorable impression in their minds

CDS Visit (14 Sep ‘10)
General Natynczyk took time out of his busy 
schedule to spend a day at the TC in September.  
Arriving by helicopter at Alpha Range, he was 
received by the Sniper Course and was afforded 
the opportunity to put his marksmanship skills 

3RCR and LFCA TC Bike Ride.

The CDS, Gen Natynczyk, visits the TC.

The LFCA TC Winning Ironman Team.
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to the test while utilizing an impressive array of weaponry. During the course of his visit, the CDS 
also took the opportunity to present a number of the TC staff with various well deserved awards. 
The heartfelt words of wisdom he bestowed upon the members of this unit were well received.

Winning Ironman Team
For the second year in a row, LFCA TC fielded an extremely competitive team for the 2 CMBG 
Ironman competition. Comprised of warriors from The RCR, PPCLI and medical world, the 
rigorous training regime they adhered to throughout the summer months paid off in spades as their 
dedication, physical fitness and mental fortitude earned them the honour of being the winning 
team for a minor unit.

Sniper Course
The fall of 2010 was a very important time at the TC. With funding from 2 CMBG and a portion 
of its instructors and weaponry, we ran our first basic sniper course in fourteen years. The course 
was comprised of candidates from 2 and 3 RCR as well as CANSOFCOM. Running the course in 
Meaford was an overwhelming success.

The Royal Canadians in the National Capital 
Region and Quebec
By Capt R.W. Bonnell

The Royal Canadians on Extra Regimental 
Employment (ERE) were well represented 
throughout the National Capitol Region 
and Quebec in 2010. These included such 
distinguished officers as LGen Peter J. 
Devlin, the CLS and Senior Serving Royal; 
MGen Dennis W. Tabbernor, VCDS Chief 
– Reserves and Cadets; BGen Denis W. 
Thompson, who was COS Land Ops, then 
worked within ADM (Policy), before being 
appointed Commander CANSOFCOM; 
BGen Gary J. O’Brien, COS Land Reserve; 
and BGen Jonathan H. Vance, who became 
COS Land Strategy after returning from 
command of JTF-Afghanistan.  

Members of The Royal Canadian 
Regiment could be found in both the Force 
Employing and Force Generating HQs, including the Minister’s Office (Maj Lavigne), VCDS 
(Col Christensen, LCol Saint-Yves, Maj Dunbar, Maj Orange, Maj Pellicano, Maj Balasevicius, 
Maj Caldwell, Maj Bannach, Maj Martin, Capt McNulty, CWO Deroche, MWO Hynes, 
WO Milligan, MCpl Harris, Cpl Bes, Cpl Lamothe), SJS (Maj Oberwarth, Capt Yuvan, WO 
Crawford), Army HQ (Col Walker, LCol Smith, Maj Healey, Maj Enta, Maj Keffer, Maj Dobson, 
Maj Fife, Maj Gilchrist, Maj Herbert, Maj Coghill, Maj Coltart, Maj Compton, Capt Bonnell, 
Capt Cox), CANSOFCOM ( BGen Thompson, LCol Quick, LCol Ruff, Maj Price, Maj Feyko, 
Maj Hill, Maj Johnston, and MWO France), CMP (LCol Paul Duff, Maj Little, MWO Ingersoll), 

The RCR Association Ottawa and District Branch 
president, Maj D.A. Fowler (retired), addressing 
former and serving Royals at the Christmas and Regi-
mental Birthday Luncheon in Dec 2010. Maj Fowler 

Mentor, LCol GR Smith.
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ADM(Mat) (Capt Jun, CWO Hornbrook, 
MWO Rideout, MWO Marsh), ADM(Pol) 
(Maj Laughton, Sgt Reid), ADM (S&T)(LCol 
Bodner), CANOSCOM (Capt McLean), 
CDI (Capt Vincent, MCpl Redmond, MCpl 
Teather), CEFCOM HQ (Maj Nolan, Capt 
Torrance and Capt Lloyd), Canada COM 
HQ (Maj Smyth, Maj Boughton, Sgt Aitken), 

Cameron Highlanders of Ottawa (Capt Howard, MCpl Cranford), 33 CBG HQ (Sgt Miltmore), 
the Governor-General’s Foot Guards (MCpl Price) and the Ceremonial Guard (Maj Miller, 
WO Shlakat). Many of these Royal Canadians held key positions in domestic operations such as 
Op PODIUM and Op CADENCE and expeditionary operations in Haiti, Afghanistan, and a 
multitude of smaller missions. 

The social calendar afforded serving and retired members provided ample opportunity to get 
together. Monthly gatherings at the Army Officers Mess with The RCR Association (Ottawa and 
District Branch) were especially jovial. Highlights included the events commemorating Pachino 
Day; a Regimental Birthday luncheon before Christmas; a formal Retirement Dinner to honour 
BGen Mark Skidmore, Col Geordie Elms, Maj Bob Near and Maj Chris French; and St. Andrew’s 
Day Dinner, where the traditional haggis was the fare.   

Not to be forgotten, Canadian Forces Leadership and Recruit School in St-Jean, Quebec has many 
Royal Canadians present, including Capt McGregor, Capt Allen, Capt Carey, WO Lemieux, Sgt 
McIntyre, Sgt Parker, Sgt Sunderland, Sgt Warawa, MCpl Cooke, MCpl Shaw, MCpl Simard-
Vallee, MCpl Thomas and Cpl Landon (see photo for the group at this year’s Regimental Birthday 
celebration).  Additionally, Sgt Morin, MCpl Kennedy and MCpl MacNiven are currently deployed 
to Afghanistan with the OMLT.

As a reminder to those arriving at or returning to Ottawa or Quebec: LCol James Price is the NCR 
and Quebec Mentor for The RCR. Please reach out to him on arriving in Ottawa or St.-Jean, as 
serving Royals in the NCR gather monthly with the Ottawa and District Branch of The RCR 
Association.  Equally for both groups, LCol Price manages Officer Professional Development, 
including ATOC/AOC and Second Language Training.

Capt Mark Sheppard, 
OC SkyHawks (left) and 
WO Trevor Lavallee, 
SkyHawks 2IC (right), 

at 140mph at 8000 
feet above Perris 
Valley, California during 
a training jump at 
SkyHawks Cadre Camp 
February 2011

Skyhawks
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During the past several years the Tactics School has undergone a significant transformation. Not 
only has a Royal, LCol Marty Lipcsey, taken command of the unit, but its role and responsibilities 
have grown exponentially. Previously, the Tactics School was only responsible for the training of 
the Army’s future leaders in the art of the combined arms team. However, training has significantly 
expanded to include state of the art cells that maintain relevancy on the modern day battlefield and 
on the Individual Training (IT) and the education fronts.  

Training future Army leaders in the art of the combined arms team is still our primary focus, as it 
continues to evolve with doctrine, tactics, techniques and procedures (TTPs) being shaped by the 
many lessons learned from the contemporary operating environment. The Tactics School’s mandate 
has recently expanded to include being the Centre of Excellence (CoE) for Counter Improvised 
Explosive Devices (CIED), the Army Learning Support Centre (ALSC) and the Area Simulation 
Centre (ASC). When used to mutually support each other, these unique cells have a tremendous 
impact on the development of the Army’s future leaders. This article will provide insight into each 
cell’s functions and capabilities in an effort to increase general awareness so that these cells may be 
better employed to support Army initiatives.

Tactics Company is responsible for the conduct of courses and the delivery of tactical knowledge 
to junior and senior officers, for both the Regular and Reserve Force at the Captain/Major rank 
level. By achieving a fine balance between doctrinal principles and recent experiences in modern day 

The Tactics School and Transformation
By Capt Paul Roos

Royals at the Tactics School, L-R: Cpl Jean-Louis Asselin; Pte Mike Mawson; 2Lt Alex Whittaker; 
LCol Marty Lipcsey; Maj David Berry; Capt Paul Roos and Sgt David Pinsent
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combat operations, students receive a world-
class education on fighting a combat team 
during all phases of war. The hasty attack is used 
as the training vehicle of choice. In addition to 
teaching the Army Tactical Operations Course 
(ATOC) for both Combat Arms and Combat 
Service Support, Tactics Company supports the 
Combat Team Commander Course (CTCC) 
and the Infantry Dismounted Company 
Commander Course (IDCCC). A new 
addition, expected to be run for the first time 
in the fall of 2011, is the recently introduced 
Armoured Recce Squadron Commander 
Course (ARSCC).

All of these courses could not be executed 
without the efforts of several Royals employed 
in Support Company. Sergeant David Pinsent 
has been working at the Tactics School since July 
2006. He is currently the Support Coordinator 
(Sp Coord) for the unit. As the Sp Coord he is 
responsible for assisting the Chief of Support in 
overseeing the conduct of all support to various 
sub-units and courses within the School. Sgt 
Pinsent acts as the Course 2IC for all courses 
that are run within the School. With the vast 
increase of ATOC serials run by the School, 
2010 has been a very busy year for him, with 
constant course out-clearances on Fridays and 
in-clearances on Mondays.

A second Royal working in Support Company 
is Corporal Jean-Louis Asselin who is presently 
employed as the Information Technology (IT) 
NCO for the Tactics School. He is responsible 
for the issue and control all IT equipment and 
resources for the unit. Cpl Asselin supervises 
and delegates his sizable workload with a 
contractor and two interns. The main focus 
of his job is to streamline and troubleshoot all 
problems encountered with computers, laptops, 
blackberries and cell phones. As the Tactics 
School continues to increase in size, Cpl Asselin 
has been facing a growing challenge of meeting 
the needs and demands of the unit.

 The Tactics School is the Centre of Excellence 
for C-IED Attack the Network. Another 
Royal within the School, Major Sasha Paul, 
is currently in charge of the C-IED cell. The 

aim of Attack the Network (AtN) activities are 
to undermine the ability and will of opposing 
forces to construct and employ IEDs. It is 
aimed at targeting and exploiting information 
on groups of individuals that plan, build and 
deploy these devices. By disrupting their 
innovation cycle it buys time for the Army to 
create additional IED counter-measures and 
greatly limits their freedom of movement. This 
is achieved by three mutually supporting lines 
of operation – predict, prevent and exploit.

The C-IED cell runs the Tactical Exploitation 
(TE) course in support of Road to High 
Readiness training. The goal of TE is to learn 
who may have built and placed an improvised 
explosive device with a view to preventing the 
circumstances which allowed it to be set up in 
the first place.  However, if an IED is emplaced 
and a detonation occurs, the exploitation of 
the incident and the intelligence gained will 
assist in providing a picture of the adversary’s 
capabilities. This will greatly assist in predicting 
future IED activity, enable the targeting process 
and ultimately protect our soldiers through the 
refinement of our unit TTPs.

The Army Learning Support Centre (ALSC) 
is an important sub-unit of the Tactics School.  
Unique within the Canadian Forces, the ALSC 
was established in 2008. It was created to help 
offset some of the strains on the individual 
training system resulting from the increased 
operational tempo and throughput demands 
resulting from force expansion and shifting 
demographics, which have ultimately resulted 
in higher attrition rates. The ALSC’s mission 
statement details the specific requirements:

ALSC Mission
To support the modernization of the Army 

Individual Training curriculum with a view to:

1. Reduce course residency requirements;
2. Increase individual training throughout;
3. Improve the overall quality of training; and
4. Reduce individual training costs.
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To help achieve this challenging mission, the ALSC has developed a vision for the employment of 
various advanced learning technologies that can be incorporated into the overall Army individual 
training modernization construct. These initiatives include: distributed learning, distance learning 
and advanced training aids (3D models, animations, and Virtual Battle Space 2 (VBS 2) vignettes, 
to name a few.

The Land Force Atlantic Area/Combat Training Centre Simulation Centre (LFAA/CTC SC) is 
located within the Tactics School lines at CFB Gagetown. The simulation centre is responsible 
for coordinating and delivering a myriad of simulation opportunities for the units in LFAA, the 
five local CTC schools, which include: Tactics, Engineer, Armour, Infantry and Artillery schools; 
and other non-Army units, such as the 403 Tactical Helicopter Squadron. The LFAA/CTC SC 
operates and coordinates the use of simulation assets for both the Directorate of Land Synthetic 
Environments (DLSE) and CTC.  The LFAA/CTC SC is a diverse organization in both personnel 
and capabilities.

The Joint Conflict and Tactical Simulation (JCATS) and the Virtual Battle Space 2 provide a virtual 
environment for both individual and collective training exercises. VBS 2 is classified as a “first-
person shooter” and is primarily intended to support the training of individuals and small tactical 
groupings up to the platoon level. JCATS is best suited for exercising tactical plans from platoon to 
battle group. When JCATS and VBS 2 are linked together or “federated,” the two systems provide 
a challenging and diversified simulation environment. 

Over the past year, well over 2000 soldiers have taken advantage of the training opportunities at the 
LFAA/CTC SC. And the 2011/2012 calendar is nearly booked to capacity. With the simulation 
capabilities we possess today each student can run through multiple iterations of an operation at 
minimal cost in time and money. On courses where simulation is used prior to field training, failure 
rates have been noted to drop significantly, student confidence levels are higher and training is more 
effective.  The virtual training world of 2011 provides instructors with powerful tools for preparing 
soldiers for the challenges they will face on operations.

The Tactics School remains ready to develop the Army’s future leaders. Our centre of gravity lies 
in the quality of the level of instruction provided to the Army. Our end state is to become and be 
recognized as the Centre of Excellence for combined arms training (below battle group level) that 
harmonizes training, learning support and C-IED Attack the Network. By integrating all of its 
component cells, the Tactics School will continue to provide cutting edge learning technologies and 
instruction that are in keeping with the contemporary operating environment TTPs. Intellectus, 
Vires, Durus! Intellect, Strength, Resilience!
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CSOR
Canadian Special Operations Regiment

LCol J.D.V. Vass, CO

CWO D.J.L. Brissette, RSM

The Canadian Special Operations Regiment (CSOR) 
is a high-readiness, agile and robust special operations 
force, based at CFB Petawawa. The Regiment is capable 
of supporting and conducting a broad range of special 
operations missions at home and abroad. CSOR roles 
include support to counter-terrorism, direct action, 
special reconnaissance, as well as defence diplomacy and 
military assistance. CSOR falls under the command of 
CANSOFCOM, a joint organization that also includes 
427 Special Operations Aviation Squadron, Canadian 
Joint Immediate Response Unit and Joint Task Force 2.  
CSOR is also home to quite a few Royals, including the 
Commanding Officer, LCol John Vass and RSM, CWO 
Dan Brissette.

2010, like all years since the creation of CSOR in 2006, 
was an exceptionally busy year for the members of the 
Regiment. CSOR was engaged in many global activities 
that saw members deployed in support of CANSOFCOM 
tasks; most notable is the enduring commitment to the 
Afghanistan Theatre of Operations. While the operational 
tempo shows no signs of decreasing, the draw down of 
the government’s commitment to Afghanistan will have an 
impact within the Regiment. CSOR will continue to train 
with a view to providing elements that can be called upon 
to execute a variety of assigned tasks.

As CSOR begins to grow and mature as a unit within the 
CF, the unit takes care to foster the links with the past 

CSOR on operations
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and its lineage, while taking positive steps to create 
an enduring legacy of its own. CSOR proudly traces 
its roots to the First Special Service Force, the fabled 
Canadian-American Special Forces unit that was 
stood-up in 1942 and earned the “Black Devils” 
moniker for daring night raids on Nazi forces at the 
Anzio beachhead. CSOR proudly carries the Black 
Devils’ Battle Honours, and the Devils’ spirit lives 
on at CSOR. In maintaining the link with the FSSF, 
CSOR continues to participate in the annual celebration of “Menton Days.” Menton Days are 
celebrated annually in December, as it was on 5 December 1944, in southern France, that the 
FSSF was disbanded.  This year’s celebration took place at Fort Lewis, Washington, which among 
other activities provided the opportunity for members of CSOR to conduct parachute jumps with 
members of the U.S. Special Forces.

2010 also saw the very first appointment of a CANSOFCOM Honorary Commandant with the 
appointment of Vice-Admiral Gregory R. Maddison (Retd) on 4 November 2011. Vice-Admiral 
Maddison is very familiar with SOF, as noted during his appointment ceremony when he said 
“as the Deputy Chief of Defence Staff, I was responsible to the Chief of the Defence Staff for 
the conduct of CF operations at home and abroad. This position afforded me the opportunity to 
witness first hand the professionalism and dedication of Canada’s Special Operations Forces. I am 
truly proud to have this opportunity to act as a liaison between CANSOFCOM and Canadian 
citizens.” CSOR was privileged to have Vice-Admiral Maddison perform the inaugural presentation 
of the official Special Operations Basic Qualification badge. CSOR also had the opportunity to 
host Col Joe Aitchison, The Colonel of the Regiment.  Col Aitchison was provided with a detailed 
briefing of CSOR activities, a tour of the unit lines and, most importantly, the opportunity to brief 
Royals of all ranks and promote three very deserving Royals who are members of CSOR.  

CSOR is always looking for qualified personnel, both Regular and Reserve, regardless of element. 
Even with Canada’s mission in Afghanistan scheduled to transform in July 2011, multiple lines of 
operation will keep CSOR extremely busy and operationally focused. Service, Duty, Readiness, 
Commitment and Honour are the tenets of the CSOR ethos and they will continue to guide those 
in the Regiment for the foreseeable future.

Audeamus.
(Let us Dare)

For more information on CSOR, please visit: www.csor@forces.gc.ca
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I n August 1915, The Royal Canadian 
Regiment returned to Halifax after a year 
as the garrison battalion in Bermuda. The 

Regiment arrived aboard the S.S. Caledonian, 
which had delivered the relieving unit, the 38th 
Canadian Infantry Battalion, to the island. 
Disembarking on 17 August, the Regiment was 
required to re-attest all officers and soldiers of 
the unit for overseas service in Europe as there 
was some concern whether they were legally 
able to serve abroad under their Permanent 
Force terms of enlistment. 

By 25 August, with the necessary paperwork 
complete, The RCR re-embarked on the S.S. 
Caledonian in order to sail for England. Nearly 
every man who had served in Bermuda had 
re-attested for overseas service, though a few 
opted out to the displeasure of their peers. The 
willingness of others to serve, however, exceeded 
the Regiment’s capacity to enlist every soldier 
in Halifax who wanted to get to the front. This 
would lead to The RCR arriving in England with 
a few more names on the Regimental nominal 
roll than it had recorded before sailing.  Shortly 
after sailing, seven men would surrender as 
stowaways and be taken on the strength of the 
Regiment. The following are brief summaries of 
their service with the Regiment.

The seven men, and the units they were serving 
with before departing Halifax, were:
•  20265 Pte Frederick Laing, Depot Coy, The 

RCR
• T/495 Dr Leo Landry, CPASC
• T/373 Dr Auquatine McNulty, CPASC
• T/492 Dr Joseph Molloy, CPASC
•  210 Pte E. Carroll (a.k.a. Naylor), 1st CGA
• 702 Pte Thomas O’Meara, 66th Regt PLF
• 705 Pte A. Shaw, 66th Regt PLF

478051 Pte Frederick Freeman Laing

Frederick Laing was a Driver in the Regiment’s 
Depot Company at Halifax when he surrendered 
as a stowaway aboard the S.S. Caledonian on 27 
Aug 1915. The ship had been at sea for less that 
a full day, but long enough to be sure it wouldn’t 
be putting anyone ashore before continuing to 
England.

After surrendering himself, Laing was taken 
on the strength of the Battalion, and initially 
attached to “Base” Company for rations 
and discipline. He was transferred on to “A” 
Company on 13 Sep 1915, but returned to 
“Base” Company ten days later.

Surrendered  
as Stowaway

By: Captain Michael O’Leary, 4RCR

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
Gravestone of Pte Fred Laing, located in 
the Maple Copse Cemetery, Belgium. Photo 
by “Fred”, a member of the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force Study Group, an online 
forum.
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Laing’s Regimental number 20265 was replaced 
by a new CEF service number, 478051, from the 
number block allocated to the Regiment. Laing 
did not, however, enter France with The RCR 
in November 1915 and rejoined the Regiment 
on being transferred from the 11th Reserve 
Battalion on 26 March 1916. His service in 
the field was brief. Six weeks after joining the 
Regiment in France, Frederick Laing would be 
reported Killed in Action. The War Diary for 11 
May 1916 reads:

11.5.16. - Trenches

Situation quiet. Wind S.W. to W.

No. 478051 Pte. LAING, F. Killed in Action by 
enemy shell at BORDER DUGOUTS. Buried 
I.24.c.3.9. Sheet 28 (MAPLE COPSE.)

478051 Pte Frederick Freeman Laing is buried 
in Maple Copse Cemetery, Belgium.

478046 Sergeant Auquatine McNulty

With one year and nine months of prior service, 
Auquatine McNulty held the rank of Driver in 
the Canadian Permanent Army Service Corps 
(C.P.A.S.C.) in 1915 when he surrendered 
himself as a stowaway aboard the Caledonian 
on 27 Aug 1915. Having chosen to stow away 
on the Regiment’s troopship, he was offered 
the opportunity to join the CEF as an infantry 
soldier. He signed his Attestation Papers on 
20 Sep 1915 and was posted to “A” Company 
with the Regimental number 16412, which 
was shortly thereafter replaced by the new CEF 
service number 478046.

McNulty’s service history encompasses a wide 
variety of experiences that we associate with 
soldiers of the First World War. He spent time 
in England (on leave and while recovering after 
being wounded), he was married, promoted 
(to Corporal and then to Sergeant), charged 
(twice for absences without proper authority), 
and decorated for bravery in battle. After each 
departure from the battlefield, he returned to 
serve with the Regiment. McNulty was not 
finally struck off the strength of The RCR until 
February 1919 when he was released in England 

on demobilization.

The award of Sergeant McNulty’s Military Medal 
was published in the London Gazette issue of 3 
July 1919. Citations for late-war awards of the 
Military Medal were not published and cannot 
be found in the remaining files at the Library 
and Archives Canada, but the first volume of 
the Regimental history does offer an indication 
of McNulty’s actions during operations at Canal 
du Nord (27 Sept - 1 Oct 1918):

‘Sergt. A. McNulty, who personally cleared 
a machine-gun post that was holding up his 
company’s attack’ - (Fetherstonhaugh, pp. 365)

478047 Private Joseph Molloy

Joseph Molloy, like Auquatine McNulty, was 
a Driver in the C.P.A.S.C. when he stowed 
away aboard the Caledonian. Like his fellow 
stowaways, he was first attached to “Base” 
Company for rations after he surrendered 
himself to the Regimental authorities aboard 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Gravestone 
of Pte Joseph Molloy, located in the Meteren 
Military Cemetery, Nord, France. Photo by “Fred”, 
a member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force 
Study Group, an online forum.
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the troopship. He had previously attested for 
overseas service with the 40th Battalion in 
the spring of 1915, but for some reason had 
remained in Halifax and perhaps felt that this 
was his best chance of getting to the front before 
the war ended (according to rumours of a short 
war). Since he was now on his way to England, 
and the only available unit on board was The 
RCR, Molloy signed his attestation papers on 
26 Sept, with an effective enrolment date of 
26 Aug 1915. He was given the Regimental 
number 16413, which was later changed to the 
CEF service number 478047.

Posted to “A” Company while the Regiment 
prepared for service in France, Molloy would 
land in France on the 1st of November 1915 
with The RCR, but would have a short and 
poignant career with the Regiment. Twice in 
October 1915, before the Regiment crossed the 
Channel, Joseph Molloy would be paraded for 
summary trials. In the first he received a fine 
of five days pay for an absence of the same 
duration, and the second charge resulted in 120 
hours of detention for drunkenness.

Once in France, Molloy’s behaviour did 
not improve. In January 1916 he received a 
punishment of 14 days Field Punishment No. 
2 for attempting to strike an NCO, insolence, 
and drunkenness. This was followed by a 
Court Martial on 11 Mar 1916, once again 
charged with drunkenness, for which Molloy 
was awarded a punishment of 56 days Field 
Punishment No. 1.

Sadly, the pressures of front line service appear 
to have been too much for Joseph Molloy to 
bear, the Regiment’s War Diary provides a 
sparse summary of the end of his Regimental 
service:

16-3-16 - Monte des Cats

No. 478047 Pte MOLLOY, J. “C” Coy. Killed 
(Self inflicted Wound).

17-3-16 - Monte des Cats

The late No. 478047 Pte MOLLOY, J. Buried at 
R.22.a.5.

478047 Private Joseph Molloy now rests in the 
Meteren Military Cemetery; Nord, France.

478050 Private Leo Landry

Leo Landry had been serving in the Canadian 
Permanent Army Service Corps (C.P.A.S.C.) for 
six months and held the rank of Driver when he 
decided to stow away on the S.S. Caledonian. 
He surrendered himself on 27 Aug 1915 and 
was attached to the “Base” Company for rations 
and disciplinary purposes.

Attached to “A” Company on 13 Sep 1915, 
Landry formally attested for overseas service at 
Shorncliffe, England on 15 Sep 1915. He was 
assigned the Regimental number 16414, which 
was later changed to the CEF service number 
478050. Leo Landry served with the Regiment 
until he was Killed in Action on 4 Jun 1916. 
Having no known grave, he is commemorated 
on the Menin Gate Memorial at Ypres, Belgium.

Pte Leo Landry is included among the names of 
Royal Canadians who fell in the Ypres Salient 
and have no known grave and are inscribed on 
the Menin Gate (Ypres) Memorial. Photo by Judy 
Rieck, a member of the Great War Forum.
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478049 Private Ernest Naylor  
(a.k.a. Ernest Carroll)

Ernest Naylor, on attestation to serve overseas 
with The RCR, admitted to having served 
previously with the Regiment. He also initially 
identified himself as “Gunner Ernest Carroll” 
of the 1st Canadian Garrison Artillery. Naylor, 
having identified himself as a stowaway on the 
S.S. Caledonian on 28 Aug 1915, signed his 
attestation form on 15 Sep 1915, the documents 
being backdated to be effective from the day the 
S.S. Caledonian sailed from Halifax, 26 Aug 
1915. When he signed the attestation papers, 
Naylor also admitted to his proper identity and 
his true name was recorded by the Regiment. 
Having been serving under the Artillery’s 
regimental number 210, on attestation Naylor 
was assigned the Regimental number 16415, 
and this was later changed to the CEF service 
number 478049. 

Ernest Naylor continued to serve with the 
Regiment until 9 Sep 1916, when his medical 
fitness to serve was classified as “Permanent 
Base” and he was transferred to the Canadian 
Corps Assembly Centre (CCAC) at Folkestone.

478052 Private Thomas O’Meara

Private Thomas O’Meara was a soldier of the 
Manchester Draft of 1907, which provided over 
150 new soldiers to the Regiment shortly after its 
occupation of the Halifax Garrison. He served 
with The RCR in Halifax until 31 Dec 1912, 
when he was discharged for misconduct. His 

character was recorded as “bad” at 
the time of his discharge. O’Meara, 
however, did not give up soldiering 
and was serving in the Militia, 
with the 66th Regiment, Princess 
Louise Fusiliers, in 1915. On 28 
Aug 1915 he returned to duty with 
The RCR when he surrendered 

himself aboard the S.S. Caledonian en route to 
England. Like the other stowaways, he was first 
attached to the “Base” Company for rations and 
discipline. On 22 Sep 1915, O’Meara signed 
his attestation papers volunteering for overseas 
service, effective 26 Aug 1915. He was initially 
allotted the Regimental number 16416, but this 
was later changed to the CEF service number 
478052.

While the Regiment was at Shornecliffe 
awaiting orders for France, O’Meara was 
medically examined for re-enrolment in the 
Permanent Force. At 33 years of age, he was 
described as 5’6” tall, 142 lbs, with a 37” chest 
and a physical development noted simply as 
“Perfect.” 

Thomas O’Meara landed in France with the 
Regiment on 1 Nov 1915. After a year at the 
front he was given a rest when he was tasked to 
work at the Brigade Washing and Drying Plant 
from Dec 1916 until Feb 1917. He had another 
short task with the Divisional Headquarters 
in May that year, and was hospitalized in July 
1917 with diagnoses of delirium tremens and 
alcoholism. His medical problems continued 
when he was hospitalized in August 1917, the 
Daily Orders noting a “stoppage of pay at the 
rate of 50 cents per diem whilst in hospital’ for 
Venereal Disease.

Following his release from hospital, O’Meara 
was transferred to the 3rd Canadian Infantry 
Base Depot and given a medical classification of 
“Permanent Base.” He was thereafter transferred 

Pte Leo Landry’s name can be found on 

part of the collection in The Royal Cana-
dian Regiment Museum. This cross has 
for many years been placed in the wall of 
the Memorial Arch in Wolseley Hall, but 
is currently in secure storage during the 
renovations of the Museum. 

Photo by Capt Michael O’Leary.
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to the Canadian Labour Pool and struck off the 
strength of the Regiment on 16 Oct 1917 to 
become a Cook in the Canadian Forestry Corps.

478048 Private Alfred Shaw

Alfred Shaw had been a soldier of the 66th 
Regiment, Princess Louise Fusiliers, when 
he stowed away aboard the S.S. Caledonian, 
surrendering himself on 28 Aug 1915. He 
was taken on the strength of The RCR as an 
attachment for rations and discipline, joining 
“A” Company. Shaw’s attestation paper 
identifies six years prior service with The RCR, 
which possibly provided his impetus to join his 
old unit and his old comrades on their voyage to 
England and the war.

It was not until 20 Sep 1915 that Shaw was 
attested for overseas service with The RCR and 
his attestation was back-dated to take effect 
from the Regiment’s date of sailing 26 Aug 
1915. He was assigned the Regimental number 
16411, which was later changed to the CEF 
service number 478048.

Alfred Shaw continued to serve with The RCR 

in France until he was evacuated wounded on 
10 Aug 1918. He crossed to England on the 
Hospital Ship Guildford and was struck off the 
strength of the Regiment to the Nova Scotia 
Regimental Depot in Bramshott, England. 
While the date of Shaw’s return to the Regiment 
is not recorded in the unit’s Daily Orders, he 
was finally struck off strength of the unit to the 
Canadian Record List on 6 Feb 1919 for his 
return to Canada.

Conclusion

Seven men -- one Royal Canadian, one Gunner, 
two Militiamen (both of whom were pre-war 
soldiers of The RCR), and three soldiers of the 
Permanent Army Service Corps – perhaps each 
felt that they would miss their chance if they 
didn’t take action to get overseas at their first 
opportunity. The action each chose, singly or 
perhaps in small groups, and quite possibly with 
some being aided by friends in the Regiment, 
was to stow away aboard the troopship S.S. 
Caledonian. 

They were a varied assortment of soldiers and 
their individual stories resulted in a broad range 
of experiences and final dispositions. Three 
remain on French soil: two Killed in Action and 
one died from suicide, with one of the former 
having no known grave. Two were medically 
reclassified to “Permanent Base” employment 
and left the Regiment when they could no longer 
serve in the front line trenches. The remaining 
two served with The RCR throughout the war, 
one being decorated for bravery for his actions 
in the war’s final months. 

Despite their varied backgrounds and 
experiences, each has contributed to the story 
of our Regiment in the First World War. Their 
stories are also our own.

The British War Medal awarded to Pte Thomas 
O’Meara. Photo by Capt Michael O’Leary. 
(Private collection.)
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THE RCR ASSOCIATION

Greetings once again to all Royal Canadians and friends of 
the Regiment from The RCR Association. To sum up the year 
2010, we have pronounced it “completely successful in nearly 
all respects.” Most of our Branches have been extremely active 
and 17 of them have pledged to participate in the Regimental 
Casualty Care Program. This is a program that will arrange 
to have Association members visit our wounded Regimental 
soldiers from the Afghanistan campaign, in their hospitals or 

homes, right across Canada.  Two of these Branches are Winnipeg and Quinte, Ontario, which 
only a short while ago were dormant, if not completely dead. They are once again active and 
thriving under the exceptional leadership of Presidents Jeff Smith and Iain MacLean.

One of the most satisfying resurrections was our “Big Smoke” Branch in Toronto. Col Geordie 
Elms was convinced by the Colonel of the Regiment, MGen Walter Holmes, that the only way to 
follow up his renowned military career was to become Branch President of The RCR Association’s 
Toronto Branch. Geordie swallowed…ah, accepted the challenge and has been working diligently 
to get the old members involved again, as well as beating the bushes for recent retirees. He is 
working very closely with our 1st Canadian Infantry Brigade brothers from the Second World War, 
the 48th Highlanders, to share Regimental Days or just get together for a party.

As satisfying as it is to get dormant Branches re-activated, chartering a new Branch deep in the 
heart of Patricia territory is the ultimate satisfaction. This new Branch, with the blessing of wife 
Jackie Girouard, is called the “CWO Bobby Girouard – Alberta Branch”. CWO Girouard was 
the first Regimental Sergeant-Major in the history of our Regiment to be killed in action. He was 
serving in Kandahar Province, Afghanistan with the 1 RCR Battle Group, on Op Athena, when 
the tragedy occurred, 27 November, 2006. President Bob Crites, Vice-President Steve McAllister 
and Secretary/Treasurer Patrick Conlin, like true Royals, are doing all the right things to get 
their Branch established. They have already held a general meeting, designed and adopted an 
attractive Branch crest (pictured elsewhere in the Association section). Well done Alberta Branch 
and welcome to the Regimental Family!

During 2010, we have enrolled 21 Regular Members, 23 Paid Up Members and three Non-Voting 
Members (widows). However, the Association is finding it difficult to replace the yearly number 
of “fallen comrades”. We are working at finding new ways to get retired Regimental personnel 
interested in returning to the fold by joining The RCR Association. All Association members are 
reminded that it is also their duty to help recruit new members.

Our Eastern Ontario Directors, Upper Ottawa Valley Branch and CFB Petawawa hosted the 2010 

Chairman The RCR Association
Capt. C.J. Collison, CD (Ret’d)

CHAIRMAN
THE RCR ASSOCIATION
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Annual General Meeting (AGM) at the end 
of May. They held a golf tournament on 
Friday; the AGM was followed by a barbecue 
on Saturday; and a Memorial Service at 
the 1RCR Monument on Sunday. It was 
an excellent Regimental weekend which 
deserved a better turnout. They are going to 
do it again in 2012, so mark your calendars.

The year 2010 commemorated the 40th 
anniversary of The RCR Association at the Home Station, Wolseley Barracks, London, Ontario. 
That does not mean the Association is only 40 years old; it is actually 84. Like our Regiment, which 
started life in 1883 as the Infantry School Corps, the Association’s genesis was “the Old Comrades 
Association,” formed in 1926. In 1968 it split into the Old Comrades Association and The RCR 
Officers’ Association. In 1970 the two associations amalgamated once again and became The RCR 
Association, with Letters Patent which authorized the existence of the Association and declared its 
stated aims and purpose. Some of these aims and objectives are:

“ to raise and receive contributions in trust for the Regiment and to administer same for the 
well-being, efficiency and welfare of the Regiment and its members, to establish and maintain 
a regimental war museum, to write, revise and publish a regimental history, to maintain a war 
memorial at Wolseley Barracks and to hold in trust the monuments, memorabilia, accoutrements, 
Colours, plate and objects d’art of the Regiment”. 

This neatly summarizes the rationale and objectives of The Royal Canadian Regiment Association.

Pro Patria

Cliff Collison, Chairman NHQ
The RCR Association 

MGen Walter Holmes, Colonel of the 
Regiment, presents Maj John O’Quinn (Retd) 
with The RCR Association LIfe Member plaque. 
Taken at London, 21 Dec 2010
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Kingston Branch 
(by Tom Tarrant and Bill Peters)

Greetings from the Kingston Branch. 
Our members enjoyed an interesting 
year of Branch activities, including 
monthly luncheon gatherings at the 
Army, Navy, and Air Force (ANAF) 
club.

At the end of February, members of 
the Association assembled once again 
at the Minos Restaurant to celebrate 
the Paardeberg Anniversary. There 
were 45 people in attendance and 
LCol Dave Lambert gave an update 
on what was happening in the units of 
the Regiment. There was a fair number 
of serving members and their wives 
in attendance, including one young 
officer and his wife who showed up in 
formal attire to celebrate the occasion. 
The food was excellent as usual and a 
fine time was had by all in attendance. 
The highlight of the evening was the account of Walt and Lana Holmes’ “excellent adventures” as 
volunteers at the Vancouver 2010 Olympic Games in Whistler, BC, as delivered by Dave Nolan.

A summer golf outing was organized for the 11th of August, attended by a small but highly 
motivated group. The hot weather made the 19th hole at Margot and Dave Nolan’s home all the 
more appreciated. The major Branch summer activity followed on the weekend as Jean and Jack 
O’Brien once again hosted the Summer BBQ at their farm on Kingston Mills Road. About 50 
people from the Branch and friends of the Regiment enjoyed a new twist on the menu as a whole 
pig was roasted to accompany the corn on the cob and other delights. This was the last of so very 
many to be hosted at the O’Brien’s - they were certainly always a highlight of the Kingston area 
summer. The Branch will be organizing a similar event at a different venue next year. 

The Regimental Birthday was celebrated on the 11th of December with our RCD brethren who 
hosted. Padre Lyman Coleman offered the Regimental prayer and later was recognized by the 
Colonel of the Regiment for his long and distinguished service as the Regimental Padre. The 
Colonel of the Regiment, MGen Walter Holmes, updated us on unit and regimental activities, 
while Ken Cooper prepared the Ortona Toast. We were fortunate this year to have the Toast offered 
by the senior serving Royal present, Col Bernd Horn, who infused his presentation with insights 
derived from his work as Regimental Historian. A fitting close to the year, as Col Horn spoke 
eloquently on the shared experiences of soldiers deployed in different operational environments 
faced by Regimental units throughout our history. 

Kingston Branch sends its best wishes to all members of the Regimental family. 

Padre Lyman Coleman is presented a Colonel of the 
Regiment Commendation for his 25 years and more of 

dedicated and faithful service to the Regiment.
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The Royal Canadian Regiment Association will award up to three bursaries of $1,500.00 each 
every calendar year. The Bursary Committee, consisting of Steve Anderson, Randy Kemp and Bob 
McBride, convened on two occasions to consider 22 applications for the 2010 Bursaries. Of the 22 
applicants, six applicants were considered not eligible either because of an incomplete submission or 
the applicant not meeting the basic eligibility criteria. During 2010, the bursaries were presented to 
Ms Michelle Naarden (attending Windsor University), granddaughter of Sgt MP Johnson; Jayme-
Lyn Saunders (attending Fanshawe College) of the Strathroy Cadet Corps; and Darienne Tupper 
(attending Mount Alison University) of Oromocto, NB, the daughter of MWO Tupper, currently 
serving with 2 RCR. 

The number of bursaries awarded will depend upon the number of applicants and their suitability 
(applications to be received at RHQ no later than 31 July). Eligible applicants must be:

a.  a child or grandchild of a serving, former serving or deceased member of The Royal 
Canadian Regiment; or

b.  a serving member of The Royal Canadian Regiment or a spouse of a serving member; or
c.  a member in good standing of a Cadet Corps affiliated with or sponsored by The Royal 

Canadian Regiment; and
d.  in his or her final year of secondary schooling and preparing to attend an institute of 

higher learning (university, trades school, teachers’ college, technical college, nursing 
school).

e.  In the case of a serving member or serving member’s spouse, the above criteria apply 
except there is no time limit between completing secondary school and commencement 
of attendance at an institute of higher learning.

The winners of the bursaries are chosen on scholastic achievement, community service activities, 
military/cadet service (if any) and family financial position.

Applications must be received at Regimental Headquarters by 31 July, with final marks 
submitted by 31 August of the year of application. Applications can be obtained through The 
RCR Association, Regimental Headquarters or online at The RCR Association Website at:  
www.theroyalcanadianregiment.ca 

The RCR Association Bursary Awards 
For 2010

2010 Bursary winner, Ms Michelle Naarden 
(centre), granddaughter of Sgt MP Johnson 

(ret’d). Attending Windsor University.

2010 Bursary winner, Jayme-Lyn Saunders 
(centre), member of the Strathroy Cadet 

Corps. Attending Fanshawe College.
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Greetings from the Niagara. The Niagara 
Branch, The RCR Association, once again 
enjoyed a very productive year in 2010. 

End of Era Services were conducted at Niagara 
Falls in March and at St. Catharine’s City Hall 
on April 9, Vimy Day, to commemorate the 
life of Lance Cpl. John Henry Foster Babcock, 
The RCR, the last surviving veteran of the 
First World War. The Branch’s annual Hill 187 
Memorial Service was conducted in early May 
at Christ Church in Niagara Falls, Ontario. 
This church is noteworthy in a Regimental 
sense as Prince Philip and Queen Elizabeth 
attended mass here in the 1950s. Niagara 
resident Private Clayton Morningstar, who 
was wounded during the height of the battle 
and later succumbed to his injuries on May 
10, 1953, was the cornerstone of the ceremony 
and several members of the Morningstar family 
were present. The church was filled to capacity 
with guests, veterans and several members of 
The Regiment who fought in Korea, including 
Buddy Brennan (Hills 355 and 187) and Joe 
Sweeney (Hill 355), who traveled into Niagara 

Falls for this event. Roy Bean, who fought 
throughout the Italian campaign, including 
the battle at Ortona, accompanied Buddy from 
Listowel. We are very grateful to our regimental 
brothers and offer our sincere gratitude for your 
participation.

Pachino Day in Niagara was held in tandem 
with the annual Support the Troops Rally 
we have organized for this weekend for the 
past two years. We had wonderful attendance 
including members from the Waterloo – 
Wellington Branch. A great time was had by 
all and the traditional spaghetti dinner and red 
wine were served later in the afternoon, after 
the dignitaries had spoken. Doug Armstrong, 
PPCLI, who landed at Pachino in July of 1943, 
was our special guest. Jim Kaczmarek and Frank 
Pearce represented the Niagara Branch at the 
Korean Veterans Association July parade at the 
Korean Veterans Wall of Honour in Brampton, 
Ontario.  Several carloads of Branch members 
traveled to Hamilton to participate with the 
annual CAVUNP peacekeeping parade in 
Hamilton, Ontario to mark Peacekeeping Day.  

On September 3rd, the Branch 
once again travelled to Hamilton, 
Ontario, where we participated 
with a special commemorative 
service for Private Mark Anthony 
Graham, 1 RCR BG, killed 
in action September 2006 in 
Kandahar Province, Afghanistan. 
At this time a magnificent park 
was rededicated in Mark’s name, 
forever ensuring that his sacrifice 
will not be forgotten. The Branch 
contributed to the wonderful 
bench purchased for Mark’s mom 
so that she might sit beside the 
tree the city planted in his name a 
couple of years ago.  Kowang San 
Day was celebrated by inviting 

Niagara Branch 
By Michael L. Blais, CD, President the Niagara Branch, 
The Royal Canadian Regiment Association

Colonel Geoff Parker’s repat, Toronto, Branch members 
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Korean Veterans Association members 
in Niagara to join us for a light lunch 
and a special toast at 1500 hrs. We 
received outstanding support and after 
paying our respects to the fallen, a fine 
social afternoon ensued. 

On November 6, a contingent from the 
Branch travelled to Ottawa, Ontario 
to support the national segment of 
the Canadian Veterans National Day 
of Protest. Remembrance Day was 
celebrated by the Niagara Branch on 
an individual basis in order to facilitate 
participation in as many regional events 
as possible. We met at the Lincoln and 

Welland Regiment Armoury later to share a toast. On November 27, the Branch conducted its 
annual memorial service to recognize the sacrifice of Cpl. Albert Storm, CD. This event was co-
sponsored by the Cpl. Albert Storm, CD Branch of the CAVUNP and included a formal march to 
the gravesite and the laying of poppies. The Storm family was in attendance and very appreciative 
of Regimental efforts.

The Regimental Birthday was celebrated at Branch 138 in Merritton and the Ortona toast was 
prepared as per tradition. At 1500 hrs, members of the Branch and our esteemed guests raised our 
porcelain cups to salute The Royal Canadian Regiment and all Royal Canadians, past and present.  

On a sad note, The Niagara Branch recently sustained the loss of the Branch’s patriarch. Harold 
Bridon served during the Korean War, with two tours with The Royal Canadian Regiment. He will 
be missed. 

God bless The RCR and those who serve in Harm’s Way.

Waterloo–Wellington North (Ontario) Branch

With MGen Tabbernor, Jim Kaczmarek, 
Frank Pearce, Mike Blais.

Branch picture with those who showed up at the meeting: Front L-R: Sgt Jim Gardiner CD (Ret’d), 
Ron Gross, Bob Brydon, Don Squires. Back L-R: Ron Green, Mitch Edmonson, Jeff Allen, Bud Harper, 
Jack Faulkner. Missing were Graham Beck, Capt Gordon Bennett, Carl Coulstring, Donald Martin, Eric 
Miller, Keith Miller, Frank Reid, Jerry Robinson.
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A memorable Branch event took place on Sunday, 10 April 2011, when H.J. Utech finally received 
his Canadian Peacekeeping Service Medal (CPSM). It should be noted that Private H.J. Utech 
served in Cyprus with 1RCR from 01 December 1974 – 15 June 1975. Mr. Utech did not know 
he would be awarded the CPSM until he joined the Waterloo-Wellington North Branch. This 
was arranged by the Branch through DND and The RCR Association Honours and Awards 
committee. These agencies then asked the Branch President, Ron Gross, to make the presentation 
of this medal. 

By WO G.S. Harrington 

The Branch has enjoyed another 
satisfying and busy year. The 
annual meetings and gatherings 
brought together old friends and 
new ones. The Branch in our 
area is strong and continues to 
grow. We continue to celebrate 
the Regiment’s great history in 
true Royal style, meeting often 
at the Petawawa Legion. 

This year our Branch had the 
pleasure to host the Annual 
General Meeting, which was a huge success. As reported in the minutes of that meeting, the 
back drop of Petawawa presented the perfect setting to facilitate the AGM. The weekend was 
not geared strictly to business however. On a very sunny Friday afternoon many participated in 
a golf tournament at the Petawawa Twin Rivers Golf Club. There were no winners or losers, only 
those with the best stories of the day. However, there were prizes and a meal. Thanks to the 1 
RCR kit shop all participants received a Regimental golf club cover. On Saturday afternoon our 

H.J. Utech receives the CPSM, L-R: WWNB Sgt-at-
Arms, H.J. Utech, Ron Gross – WWNB President.

Branch executives; L-R: Sgt Jim Gardiner CD (Ret’d) – 
Secretary, Ron Gross – President, Jeff Allen – Sgt at Arms, 
Bob Brydon – Vice President, Don Squires – Treasurer.

Upper Ottawa Valley Branch

Participants of the golf tournament during the AGM weekend.
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Branch hosted a BBQ at the Twin Rivers 
Yacht Club. With a perfect view overlooking 
the Ottawa River and the Laurentian 
Mountains in the distance, it provided the 
ideal touch to a remarkable day. The final 
event of the weekend was a parade at 1 RCR 
lines, Victoria Barracks, to honour fallen 
comrades. 

The Branch also met to celebrate Pachino 
Day, the Kowang-San Anniversary, and The 
Regimental Birthday. At our Regimental 
Birthday celebrations, an account of 
Operation Medusa (the Battle of Panjwaii) 
was presented by WO Jim Donovan. It was 
noted that on the 21st of December 2006, 
during operations in Afghanistan, members 
of the Regiment made the Ortona Toast for 
the first time in combat since the original 
Ortona Toast in 1943. Sixty-three years after 
the original toast, this gave everyone another 
perspective of the Ortona Toast during 
modern times. All responded to the toast by 
tipping their cups and remembering fallen 
comrades. A very emotional moment! 

The full article of the 2006 Ortona Toast 
in Afghanistan can be found from the Pro 
Patria, Issue No. 88, 2006.  

It is important to note that during the year, 
both the 1st Bn and 3rd Bn The Royal 
Canadian Regiment graciously gave us an 
open invitation to celebrate Regimental 
events with them. 

At the 1 RCR Kowang-San celebrations, 
LCol Jack Ogelsby (USMC, ret’d) gave the 
soldiers of the Battalion a unique perspective 
on operations in Korea. LCol Ogelsby was a 
serving member of the United States Marine 
Corps during the fighting in Korea. Thank 
you Jack, for providing our soldiers with 
such a vivid, detailed and personal picture of 
this important part of our common history.  

In summary I would like to thank those who 
contributed to all our functions; your efforts 
and loyalty are very much appreciated.

Celebrating the Regimental Birthday.

MWO Terry Seavers (ret’d), Branch President Garry 
Harrington and his wife Herta at the AGM BBQ at 

Jubilee Lodge overlooking the pristine Ottawa River.

Parade at 1 RCR remembering fallen comrades.
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CWO Bobby Girouard Branch – Alberta
Renewed beginnings in Alberta. The Royal Canadian 
Regiment, through The RCR Association, has 
successfully assisted many present and former members 
in the daunting task of keeping in touch. Yes, the 
Association holds us together like mortar holds brick, 
and like a well constructed building, we stand strong as 
part of this wonderful Regimental family!

After thirty years of separation, two comrades who 
served together in the 3rd Battalion were brought face 
to face, thanks to this remarkable Brotherhood. Once 
reunited, it was their challenge to start a Branch of the 
Association here in Alberta and find other like-minded 
individuals to join. This reunion between Bob Crites 

and Patrick Conlin led to the organizing of our first meeting.

On October 30th, 2010, seven men of the Regiment met to discuss forming an Alberta Branch of 
The Royal Canadian Regiment Association. 

The first seven were Robert Crites, Patrick Conlin, Peter Albert, John Pickett, Alex Ewan, Jim 
Thomson and Stephen McAllister. We all met at the home of Mr. Conlin in Edmonton, Alberta.  
It wasn’t long before Bob found it difficult to keep the meeting on track as we had a lot of stories 
to share! It was hard to get the necessary work accomplished with all of the reminiscing going on. 
Old friendships were rekindled and some new friendships started. For some it was like they had 
never been apart. Eventually the re-acquainting concluded and we managed to get some work done!

In an overwhelming agreement from all the potential names reviewed for the Branch, we decided 
to call it the CWO Bobby Girouard Branch (pending approval from Jackie, Bobby’s widow). Bob 
Crites had served in Germany with him from 1980 to 1982 while he was with the 3rd Bn and 
several others had known him through their own service.

We felt that Bobby was an exemplary example of what a soldier of The RCR should be. He touched 
many and is sorely missed by all who knew him. We concluded that no better name could be chosen 
to represent our Branch! 

We were grateful to hear that Jacqueline, Bobby’s wife, did eventually approve the use of his name 
for the Branch. 

The first executive was elected at the meeting as well. Bob Crites became Branch President; Stephen 
McAllister the Vice President; Patrick Conlin Secretary/Treasurer; and Peter Albert is the Sgt-at-
Arms. 

Our first AGM meeting was held in January 2011 at the Norwood Legion in Edmonton, Alberta. A 
lot of work has been done in recruiting new members for the Branch and the Association. We have 
currently doubled our size to 15 members within our Branch. 

During our efforts to establish our Branch, we actually discovered the Association did have a Branch 
established here previously, but this entity was no longer active. Steps were taken to contact the paid 
up members of the old Branch in order to invite them to join with us. 

Our newly elected President, Bob Crites, was contacted by the Commander of 1 Canadian 

The CWO Bobby Girouard Branch Logo



106 PRO PATRIA 2010

Mechanized Brigade Group, Colonel 
O.H. Lavoie, about hosting a meeting 
of the Branch. Colonel Lavoie could 
not have been more supportive as 
CWO Girouard was his RSM in 
Afghanistan. 

Bob has now met with Col Lavoie and 
arrangements are well underway for 
a meeting to be held on March 25, 
2011 between the Branch and current 
and former serving members of the 
Regiment. Thank you Colonel Lavoie for your generous support of our Branch and the Association!

We are also hoping to entice Jacqueline Girouard to visit Edmonton for Pachino Day in July 2011. 
Then we can showcase our Branch to her and show her that Bobby will always live on within the 
Branch and the Regimental family. 

We are a young club with aged members yet our hearts remain strong and we are all determined to 
see this Branch succeed. We look forward to bolstering our ranks and forming a Branch that will 
endure for years to come. 

May God bless us all and keep those who have gone before us and come after us, safe in the palm 
of His hand. 

The London Home Station and District Branch
Branch President Abe Vanveen

Dating back to 1926, with 168 
members the London Home Station 
and District Branch is the largest 
branch in The RCR Association. 
The Branch is also one of the busiest 
with more than 20 well supported 
events occurring, spread out over 
the year. The first major celebration 
of 2010 was the Paardeberg 
Lunch and Branch meeting held, 
fittingly, on 27 February. Then on 
21 March many Branch members 
attended a “Support the Troops and 
Families Concert,” held at London’s 
Centennial Hall. This event was 
generously sponsored by General 
Dynamics of London, in support 

Branch meeting, L-R: Bob Crites, Stephen 
McAllister, K.J. Patrick Conlin, John Pick-
ett, Alexander Ewan, Peter Albert, and 
Jim Thomson

Pachino Day, 10 July 2010. L-R, Branch President, Abe 
Vanveen, with Branch Patron, Capt Spin Reid.
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of HMCS Prevost, 32 Canadian Brigade Group, Area 
Support Unit London, and the London Military Family 
Resource Centre. Performers at the concert included The 
Royal Hamilton Light Infantry Band and the London 
Police Pipes and Drums Unit.

May proved to be another busy month for the Branch. 
On 02 May members attended the Battle of the Atlantic 
commemoration at HMCS Prevost. A memorial service, 
coordinated by CWO Marv Macdonald, CD, former RSM 
of 1 RCR, was held at The RCR Memorial on 08 May. The 
service was in remembrance of MWO R.G. Riddell, WO 
M.P. McDonnell, Cpl B.N. Chiswell, Cpl D.W. Clement, 
Cpl D.H. Field, Cpl R.J.G. Knight and Cpl Misener. On 
15 May the Liberation of Holland by the Canadian army, 
during the Second World War, was celebrated at Victoria 
Park. This was immediately followed by lunch at the Dutch-Canadian Club. Later, the day was 
capped by the 4 RCR Change of Command Parade.

On 13 June, the Branch membership turned out for Decoration Day at Forest Lawn, St. Peter’s, 
Mount Pleasant and Woodlawn Cemeteries. The following month saw the commemoration of 
the Landing in Sicily, Pachino Day, on 10 July. This event was celebrated with Italian red wine 
and the traditional spaghetti luncheon. 08 August witnessed Peacekeeper’s Tribute Day. The 
London Branch participated in the Warrior Day Parade at the Western Fair on 11 September. Just 
over a week later, Legion Week was marked at The RCR Memorial. The month of October was 
highlighted when Major-General W.M. Holmes visited London from 12-17 October. The Colonel 
of the Regiment, escorted by Cliff Collison and John O’Quinn, met with our Coffee Club at the 
Scotia Isles Bakery on 13 October. He spent the next two days visiting with members of the Branch 
who were experiencing health problems.

On 23 October the Branch came together again to commemorate 1 RCR’s great stand during the 
Korean War at Kowang-San (Hill 
355). The event was highlighted 
with a luncheon. It was on 30 
October that members of the 
Branch were involved in a Service 
of Remembrance at Manor and 
Highland Park. A Remembrance 
Day Service was again held on 
03 November at the Cherryhill 
Mall. Our Association members 
subsequently manned Poppy 
Fund collection points at the 
mall all week. On Remembrance 
Day, 11 November, the Branch 
membership attended services 
at the Victoria Park Cenotaph, 

Northland Mall and Parkwood Hospital.

Veterans Memorial Parkway

John O’Quinn presented with the RCR Association Life Mem-
bership by MGen Holmes. L-R, Association Chairman Capt Cliff 
Collison; MGen Holmes; and Maj John O’Quinn.
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December, as one might expect, was also 
another very busy month for the London 
Home Station and District Branch. Our 
members participated in the Korean 
Veterans Association (KVA) Turkey 
Draw on 12 December. The Regimental 
Birthday celebration on 21 December 

was made even more special by 
the presence of the Colonel of 
the Regiment, Major-General 
Walter M. Holmes, MBE, MSM, 
CD. It was General Holmes who 
gave the Ortona Toast. On this 
occasion, MGen Holmes and 
Major John O’Quinn were both 
presented with Life Memberships 
in The RCR Association. The 
month of December and the year 
of 2010 were both capped by the 
Branch’s highly successful New 
Year’s Dinner and Dance on 31 
December.

During the year, members of the 
Branch also helped to plant trees 
and shrubs and raise provincial 
flags along the Veterans Memorial 
Parkway. For his services to 
The RCR Association, Branch 
President Abe Vanveen was 
presented with a Colonel of the 
Regiment Coin and made a Life 
Member of the Association. Major 
John O’Quinn has led the way 
in the Southwest Ontario region 
by tirelessly visiting soldiers of 
The RCR wounded in action in 
Afghanistan. The Branch can 
proudly report that on average 90 
people are coming out to attend 
our functions. However, we would 
like even more. Our Coffee Club, 
which meets every Wednesday 
morning between 8:00 – 9:30 
AM at the Scotia Isles Bakery, has 

also been very successful, attracting up to 50 members to each of these weekly get togethers. In 
conclusion, this Branch urges all to remember to VOLUNTEER…Your help is always appreciated.

MGen Walter Holmes presented with 
Association Life Membership by BGen Phil 
Spencer. L-R, Capt Cliff Collison, BGen 

Spencer, and MGen Holmes.

The RCR Association Korea Vets at the London Kowang-San Day 
luncheon, 23 Oct 2010, L-R: Doug Johnson, Harv Holling-

sworth, Jim McGuire, Joe Bolongo, Sammy Carr, Jim Cruden, 
Joe Bennett, Tom Smith, Scotty Martin, Leo Johnson, Vic 

Dingle and Manny Matheson. Photo by Capt RT Walsh.

MGen Holmes speaks with the London and Home Station Branch 
Coffee Club, 13 Oct 2010 at the Scotia Isles Bakery. L-R: Ken 
Burrill, Nelson Bishop, Phil Johnson, John Lesso, Leo Young, 
Ray Lachance, Don Riley, Herbie Taylor and Ralph Fleet. Photo 
by Capt R.T. Walsh
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The Nova Scotia Branch
Don Allen, Branch President/Capt RA Appleton, Regimental Adjutant

Although a provincial branch, the Nova Scotia Branch is to a large extent based on the city of 
Halifax. Royals here are very conscious of the longstanding, historic ties between Halifax and The 
Royal Canadian Regiment. The bond between city and Regiment was forged towards the end of 
the 19th Century. Most significantly in these early days was the 3rd (Special Service) Battalion, 
Royal Canadian Regiment, which provided the garrison for Halifax Fortress from 29 March 1900 
– 01 October 1902. As of 25 May 1905, serving as the Halifax garrison became a permanent 
responsibility for The Royal Canadian Regiment with the withdrawal of the last British troops from 
Canada. Regimental Headquarters, a newly formed Regimental Band, and six companies would 
remain stationed at Halifax until the outbreak of the First World War in August 1914. 

The Regiment that sailed from Halifax, on 26 August 1915, to serve on the Western Front was 
clearly regarded by Halifax as its very own. The RCR maintained both a Regimental Depot and 
a Royal School of Infantry at Halifax throughout the war (1914-19). When the munitions ship 
Mont Blanc exploded in Halifax harbour on 06 December 1917 the Officers Mess of The RCR, 
at Wellington Barracks, was reduced to rubble. The Regiment’s Colours were buried beneath 
the wreckage, but thankfully recovered intact. After the First World War, The Royal Canadian 
Regiment was re-constituted at Halifax on 03 April 1919. Following a Regimental re-organization, 
“A” Company of The RCR served permanently at Halifax from September 1920 – November 1939. 
Through the South African War and two world wars, Halifax was the portal through which The 
RCR always returned to Canada after fighting overseas.

Throughout 2010, the Nova Scotia Branch continued to proudly maintain Regimental traditions, 
commemorating our significant Battle Honours and participating in other noteworthy Regimental 
events. These occasions were always attended by both serving Royal Canadians and members of 
The RCR Association. The first event of 2010 celebrated by the Branch was Paardeberg Day, which 
was held at the Royal Artillery Park Mess on 15 February. Then on 30 July Royals again returned 
to the RA Park Mess to mark Pachino Day and the WWII campaigns in Sicily and Italy with the 
traditional spaghetti luncheon served with Italian red wine. With a nod to our Korea vets, the Nova 
Scotia Branch once again gathered at the RA Park Mess on 27 October to remember Kowang-San 
Day, the Battle of Hill 355. 

Appropriately, the final event of the year was the celebration of the Regimental Birthday, 
commemorating 127 years of faithful Regimental service to our country. This gathering took 
place at the Fleet Club, CFB Halifax (Stadacona) on 08 December 2010. All of these events were 
well attended and were highly enjoyable, witnessing great interaction between serving and retired 
members. Many stories (some of which may actually have been true) were exchanged on these 
Regimental days. The Nova Scotia Branch is looking forward to holding these functions next year 
and using them as a means of attracting greater numbers. In 1926, when The RCR Old Comrades 
Association was first formed, Halifax was one of the founding branches. Conscious of our proud 
heritage we look forward to the future.



The Allied invasion of Europe during World War II resulted in a 
great many casualties. The significant increase in the number of 
wounded soldiers called for a new approach to casualty support 
and care. In February 1944, the British government asked Sir 
Ludwig Guttmann, a German neurosurgeon and sports advocate, 
to manage a Spinal Cord Injuries Rehabilitation Centre at Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital in Aylesbury, England. The success of using sport as a remedial exercise and 
clinical treatment for wounded soldiers, including some of the 55,000 Canadians wounded during 
WWII, provided Dr. Guttmann with the incentive to organize an international archery competition, 
which, through perseverance grew into what we have now come to know as the Paralympic Games. 

While the Paralympic Movement has grown dramatically in size, scope, international recognition 
and influence, the military origins of this powerful Movement are less well known. 

The achievements and contributions of the Paralympic Movement towards building better 
communities, particularly in developing countries, improving the quality of life for all people 
with disabilities and in promoting and supporting freedom, world peace and human rights, are 
undeniable. These are the same values espoused by the CF. Moreover, this vibrant and ever-growing 
global movement continues to make tremendous contributions and Canada has been a leader 
in the international Paralympic Movement from its early days of existence. Accordingly, these 
accomplishments should be honoured and preserved, considering their military origins and Canada’s 
rich and impressive military history. “As Canadians, we take pride in our long and renowned military 
history”, said The Honourable Peter Gordon MacKay, Minister of National Defence and Minister of 

Members of The RCR Participate in 
Soldier On’s OP SANS LIMITES

By Major Jay Feyko

r

Left: The RCR 
participation during 
this 10 day event. 
Top row from left to 
right: Maj Jay Feyko, 
MCpl Mike Trauner, 
Cpl Andrew Kingsley; 
Front row from left 
to right: Sgt Steve 
Daniel (Ret’d), MCpl 
Jody Mitic, Sgt Frank 
Bouchard, Cpl Ryan 
Elrick (PPCLI), WO 
Andrew McLean

Sgt Frank Bouchard playing sledge hockey at GM Place with MND
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the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency. 

The Vancouver 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter 
Games provided the ideal stage to showcase the unique 
relationship between the Department of National 
Defence/Canadian Forces and the Paralympic 
Movement.  Canada can and should be justly proud of 
the prominent contributions it has made to the creation 
and growth of the Paralympic Games and Movement 
since its humble beginnings less than sixty years 
ago. By reconnecting the Canadian Forces 
and the Paralympic Movement in Canada we 
honour and preserve the military origins of the 
Paralympic Movement.  

Thanks to the hard work, dedication, and 
extreme initiative by a former Royal,  WO 
Andrew McLean, a total of19 ill and injured 
CF members and their spouses experienced 
a once in a lifetime opportunity to attend 
the 2010 Paralympics in Vancouver – 
OPERATION SANS LIMITES. The trip 
was highlighted by:

•  selected participants carrying the 
Paralympic torch in Toronto and through the streets of 
Vancouver;

•  WO Andrew McLean being given the honour of carrying 
the torch for its last leg prior to the opening ceremonies; 

•  MCpl Trauner raising the International Paralympic Flag at 
the opening ceremonies; 

•  playing sledge hockey with the Minister of National 
Defence and ill and injured from the USA and Great 
Britain (symbolic of the origins of the Paralympic 
movement and the largest contingents of the western 
Allied troops during WWII); 

• curling with ill and injured from Great Britain;

•  watching biathlon skiing with the Chief of the Defence 
Staff; 

• watching sledge hockey with Prime Minister Stephen Harper; and

• participating in many additional Paralympic events. 

f

Top right: MCpl Mike Trauner raises the International 
Paralympic Flag during the Opening Ceremonies”

Middle: MCpl Jody Mitic and Maj Jay Feyko present the 
Prime Minister with a Soldier On Team Canada hockey 
jersey

Sgt Steve Daniel 
(Ret’d) curling
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As I complete my seventh year as the 
Museum’s Director/Curator and reflect on 
the past twelve months of activity here at 
your Museum, two things come to mind. 
I can’t believe that a year has gone by since 
I wrote my last museum report for Pro 
Patria. Second and even more mystifying 
– where have the last seven years gone? It 
is amazing how time flies when you are 
having fun. Well, maybe it was not all fun, but 
it was hectic, it was progressive and it was hard, 
satisfying work. We, as a team, have achieved a 
number of major milestones in the development 
of The RCR Museum. As the Chairman of 
the Museum’s Board of Directors, BGen Phil 
Spencer rightfully said, “In 2010 we moved the 
Museum to the next level of excellence.” 

The capital expansion project is underway, we 
have added four new staff members (we are 
five now), including an additional museum 
professional, the collection continues to grow 
and we have launched our first traveling 
exhibition.  This is just to name a few of the 
achievements of 2010. The Museum has 
received outstanding support from many 
different sources. These include all three levels 
of government, members of our community, 
all those volunteers who work so hard on the 
Museum’s Board of Directors, the Capital 
Campaign Cabinet that raised the money 
needed to get the expansion of the Museum 
underway, and all the staff at RHQ The RCR 
who make life for all of us here in London a little 
bit easier with their continued support and hard 
work on behalf of the Museum. Who was it that 
said, “distance makes the heart go fonder?”   

Growing the Collection 
Afghanistan 
With the assistance of a former Task Force 
Commander, BGen Denis Thompson, the 
Museum has been fortunate in obtaining 
equipment and artifacts from Afghanistan.  
These objects will be used in the second set of 
traveling exhibition modules being developed 
by the Museum. The Afghan collection consists 
not only of CF uniforms and equipment, but 
also a number of small arms recovered from 
various operations undertaken by members 
of the Regiment and other “bits and pieces” 
collected while in theatre. The Museum is 
grateful to all those who took time out to think 
of how we may best illustrate to the visiting 
public how members of the Regiment serve all 
Canadians by their efforts and sacrifices while 
on deployment. 

As an accredited DND museum we have, from 
time to time, the opportunity to receive weapons 
and other objects directly from DND. We are 
now the proud owners of a Bison LAV currently 
parked here in London, waiting for work to be 
done so that we can display it in our vehicle 
park just north of the Museum. In accordance 

What’s New at 
The RCR Museum
By Claus Breede, Director/Curator



with DND regulations the following steps 
must be taken before we can move it out of the 
compound: the Museum must have a secure 
location to store the LAV until it has been made 
ready as an outdoor monument; work must be 
undertaken to modify the vehicle for its new 
role (i.e. hatches welded, all external equipment 
permanently secured, all fluids drained, etc) 
and once this work has been completed it must 
be inspected and “signed off” by a qualified 
DND technician; a suitable position for the 
vehicle must be secured and prepared for the 
display; and finally, the vehicle must be moved 
to its new permanent home.  

All of these items have been covered off by 
ASU London and we are grateful for their 
assistance in making the new outdoor exhibit 
possible for the Museum. The vehicle will be 
mounted in the same area as the three outdoor 
exhibits currently under the Museum’s control, 
immediately adjacent to the Regimental 
Memorial.

¼ Ton Jeep for the 106 MM 

A couple of our vehicle restoration enthusiasts 
have come forward with a proposal to acquire, 
restore, assemble and donate a ¼ ton M38A1-
CDN2 Jeep to the Museum, to be used for an 
interior display. The M38A1 was one of the 
vehicles used by the Canadian army to carry the 
106 MM Anti-Tank Recoilless Rifle, currently 
on display in the main lobby of the Museum. 
This work is now well under way and we expect 
to have the vehicle delivered to the Museum, as 
a gift by the restoration crew, sometime in mid 
to late spring 2011. The object will be viewed 
as a display “prop” only, not as an artifact, and 
will, obviously, be a static exhibit. All of the 
components, such as the engine, transmission, 
etc., will not be installed in the vehicle in order 
to keep it as light as possible. In this state there 
will be no fuel tanks or any components that will 
require any engine oils or lubricants. Therefore, 

no environmental hazards will result from the 
installation of this object. The 106 MM Anti-
Tank Recoilless Rifle will be mounted on the 
vehicle and its exhibit point will be the main 
lobby of the Museum, the existing location of 
the 106 MM.   

George M. Reid Silver – 
University of Western Ontario 
(2010.006)
The University of Western Ontario (Archives) 
has transferred two pieces of silver to the 
Museum.  Both were presented to Lieutenant 
(later Captain) George Reid in appreciation of 
his loyal service. One piece is a sterling silver 
bowl and the second a silver plate decanter. Both 
were presented to him while he was an officer 
with the 7th Fusiliers of London, Ontario, a 
unit perpetuated by 4 RCR. The decanter was 
presented on the occasion of his being appointed 
Adjutant in 1885, just prior to the North West 

Mr. Gordon Yeo has taken on the task of restoring 
(for exhibit purposes only) a M38A1-CDN 2 
“Jeep” in order to provide an appropriate 
vehicle mount for our 106 MM  Anti-Tank 

With almost all the parts ready for assembly we 

Museum sometime during the early summer of 2011
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Rebellion. The sterling silver bowl was given 
in commemoration of his active service in the 
“North West Field Force,” during the rebellion 
of 1885. The decanter was actually presented 
to Captain Reid in 1923.  Both pieces will be 
valuable additions to the planned exhibit that 
will focus on 4 RCR.  

Pte C.A. Jeffs World War I 
Collection (2010.004)
Ms. Shirley Allaway donated her Grandfather’s 
World War I memorabilia to the Museum. Pte 
C.A. Jeffs enrolled in the 19th Central Ontario 
Canadian Infantry Battalion, CEF, out of 
Toronto, in March of 1915 and went overseas 
with his Battalion that same spring.   

The Exhibits
Mannequin Replacement Project
All Museum figures have now arrived and 
several have been dressed and are ready to 
be placed back in the galleries. This project 
continues to move forward somewhat below 
budget and the area of savings will be applied 
to the mounting of the figures in the new 
galleries in the spring of 2011. We have a total 
of 22 museum figures, all of them very life-
like. When mounted, equipped and placed in a 
realistic pose and setting, these will add greatly 
to the visitor enjoyment at the Museum, not 
to mention that these figures are of museum 
quality and will provide an ideal framework 
for the uniforms that they are dressed in. The 
Museum continues to be grateful to DND/
DHH for their generous support of the 
acquisition of new gallery equipment through 
their Museum Development Fund.   

Traveling Exhibition
As those of you who follow the developments 
at the Museum are well aware, we have been 
working, over the past couple of years, on the 
construction and installation of a temporary 
(and traveling) exhibition that will bring 
objects in the Museum’s collection outside 
our walls and will be circulated to members 
of the Regimental Family and public at large. 
We now have nine exhibit cases constructed, 
of which the first four have been circulated 
to two venues. The first host of this traveling 
exhibit was LFCA Training Centre at Meaford 
(22 Apr to 14 Jun) and in the fall of 2010 the 
exhibit traveled to 2 RCR at CFB Gagetown. 

This first exhibit consists of an introductory 
“pop-up wall” panel that highlights the 

The Silver Plate Decanter presented to Lt George M. 
Reid. The inscription reads “Presented to Lieut.G.M. 

A. Co / ON HIS LEAVING THE CO. TO FULFIL THE 
APPOINTMENT / of Adjutant of the Regiment / London 
Ont Feb 2nd 1885”. 

The medals of Pte C.A. Jeffs.  His Great War 
memorabilia was kept for these many years in 
a Frys Coco tin. (2010.004)



115 PRO PATRIA 2010

portion of the Regimental timeline covered by 
the exhibit. Each of the four modules consist of 
a shipping crate/exhibit case containing objects 
that speak to the theme of that particular module 
and a self-supporting roll-up banner that gives 
detailed information and photographs on the 
operation depicted in the module. The four 
themes that have been traveling so far are the 
Cold War, Operation Snow Goose (Cyprus), 
Operation Kinetic (Kosovo), and Operation 
Halo (Haiti-2004).

Graphic panels and exhibit modules that are 
currently in production and will be forming 
part of this exhibit will focus on the following: 
Operation Harmony (Croatia/BiH), Operation 
Archer (Kabul, Afghanistan), Operation 
Palladium (Bosnia–Herzegovina), and 
Operation Athena (Afghanistan). The first four 
modules will be on exhibit back here in London 
for The RCR Association’s Homecoming at the 
Home Station, scheduled for the May long 
weekend 2011.

The Scrap Book Collection 

Several years ago we removed the scrap 
book collection from public access here at 
the Museum and restricted its use to an 
appointments only system. This was done 
in order to protect this valuable, but rapidly 
deteriorating resource. With this restricted 
use we developed a solution that called for the 
digitization of each page within this collection, 
the development of comprehensive finding aids 
and the acquisition of several pieces of new 
equipment, to assist not only the researcher, 
but also the Museum staff in working with 
this collection. The estimated budget for this 
project was calculated at $24,000 and in April 
of 2010 DND/DHH announced that they 
had agreed to fund this project from their 
Museum Development Funds (MDF). With 
that approval, the Museum has moved forward 
with the project. 

There are approximately 110 books varying 
in size from 48 cm x 60 cm to 20 cm x 26 
cm, containing anywhere from 30 pages per 
scrapbook to just over 70 pages. Approximately 

60% of the total pages make use of both sides 
of the page, producing an estimated total of 
just under 14,000 pages that will need to be 
processed. These books are bound and, in some 
cases, the bindings are frail and have been 
repaired with “gun tape.”  However, generally 
the bindings are not in bad shape.   

A work plan was put in place in the spring 
of 2010 and work commenced in June. 
Unfortunately, due to the disruption caused by 
the capital upgrades here at the Museum, we 
have had to put a partial halt on the project 
and it is advancing somewhat more slowly than 
originally planned. We are now anticipating 
completion for the Scrap Book Digitization 
Project by the end of 2011.

The Museum Staff
The Assistant Curator
Following long and sometimes complicated 
budget deliberations in 2009, the Museum’s 
Board of Directors (BoD) approved the hiring 
of a second museum professional to assist the 
Director/Curator and the members of the 
board “to bring the Museum to its next level of 
professionalism.” At the same time the Board 
asked that consideration be given to the re-
instatement of a military support staff presence 
at the Museum as well. At their meeting in 
Dec 2009 these recommendations from the 
BoD were redefined by The RCR Senate and 
the Director/Curator was authorized to hire an 
Assistant Curator in the spring of 2010. RHQ 
The RCR began the search for a Museum 
Sergeant and two Corporals to work at the 
Museum. 

On 17 May, Ms. Lisa Holmes, a graduate of 
the Algonquin College Museum Technology 
Programme, joined The RCR Museum staff. 
Lisa brings to the position experience not only 
gained through her academic training, but also 
practical museum experience obtained at the 
Elgin County Museum and the National War 
Museum. She did her academic internship at 
The RCR Museum in 2008. Combined with 
this list of achievements she also brings to the 
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Museum her extensive experience in retail and 
customer service. Lisa’s enthusiasm and love of 
the Regiment has already impressed many of 
the members of the public, as well as members 
of our Regimental Family. We welcome Lisa to 
the team.  

The Museum Sergeant
In the early part of the year we said good bye 
to Sgt Richard as he moved on to a new career 
outside the military. We thank “Frenchie” 
for his many years of dedicated service to the 
Regiment and his help with the Museum over 
the past number of years. Sgt Markus Brants 
joined the Museum in the spring of 2010. As a 
member of the Regular Force Markus has been 
deployed several times to the former Yugoslavia 
and served one rotation in Afghanistan. He 
came to the Museum from 4 RCR where he 
served as Operations Warrant Officer for a 
number of years. A short walk across the parade 
square at Wolseley Barracks brought Markus to 
the Museum, where he is assisting with many 
and various duties, including weapons security, 
staff supervision, gift shop development and as 
“front man” for the Museum’s medal-mounting 
service. 

The Museum Corporals
The Museum was assigned two Corporals to 
join the staff and in the spring of 2010 Cpl Joel 
Fraser and Cpl Dan Chabot reported for duty, 
with both having come from 1 RCR at CFB 
Petawawa.  Regrettably, Joel requested a release 
from the CF by the end of the year and we 
wished him well as he pursued a civilian career 
in law enforcement.  We are anticipating his 
replacement sometime in mid-2011. With all 
staff on the ground by mid-July, the Director/
Curator organized and conducted a four day 
Museum Study Staff Seminar to insure that all 
members of the staff were “on the same page” 
in reference to care and handling of museum 
artifacts, museum management and public 
relations.  

Co-op Students
2010 saw a great contribution made by Co-op 
students at the Museum. We were fortunate 
to have three dedicated and reliable young 
people working on many projects, including 
the cataloguing of our rare book collection, 
assisting in various aspects of the digitization 
project of our scrap book collection, and 
getting some of the new museum figures ready 
for display. The students working with us under 
this programme were:  Kyla Konechy (Grade 
12 at Mother Teresa HS), Travis Muller (Grade 
12 at Mother Teresa HS), and Rachel Stewart 
(Grade 12 at Oakridge SS).

Events
3 RCR Paardeberg Dinner
One of the highlights in March was the invitation 
to attend the annual 3 RCR Paardeberg Ball in 
Petawawa. The Director/Curator attended both 
the Honours and Awards Dinner and was a 
guest speaker at the Paardeberg Reception and 
Ball, held a month late because of Battalion 
training commitments prior to deployment to 
Afghanistan. A museum exhibit focusing on 
the South Africa War and displaying some of 
the museum objects from the collection was 
mounted as part of the decorations of the hall 
during the ball. The Director/Curator gave a 
briefing on the events of February 1900. The 
event was attended by almost 1,000 soldiers 
of the Battalion and family members. The 
Director/Curator continues to represent the 
Museum at a variety of venues including 
lunchtime speaking engagements and as an 
after dinner speaker.  

Mess Dinner and Museum Tour 
(25 May 2010)  

The Museum was into new marketing territory 
when we co-operated with a bus travel company 
and assisted in the organization of a “Mystery 
Bus Tour” from Mississauga. This event 
included a visit to the Museum and a “mess 
dinner” held at the Wolseley Barracks Officers’ 
Mess. This programme was organized by a 



traveling company that specializes in bus tours 
and was well received by all participants. The 
Museum will assist in the development of this 
programme and looks forward to participating 
in future events such as this.  

Eldon House Museum, London, 
ON (01 Jul 2010)
As part of the 175th anniversary celebrations of 
Eldon House, The RCR Museum and our re-
enactors took part in the 01 Jul commemoration 
at that site. The programme was well received 
by the many visitors who enjoyed both the 
demonstrations of World War I era drill and 
the exhibits of equipment (reproductions) and 
explanations of our troop of re-enactors. 

Indoctrination Course (Dec 2010)

The Museum supported this course with 
both a candidates’ tour of the Museum and 
a display/decoration of the dining room for a 
Mess Dinner at the Officers’ Mess Wolseley 
Barracks. The Assistant Curator’s request to 
monitor a number of the sessions was approved 
by RHQ The RCR. 

Other Activities
In addition to the events highlighted above, 
many other activities were undertaken by staff 
members of the Museum in 2010, including 
a number of lunch and dinner speaking 
engagements, school tour visits to the Museum, 
special interest group visits, filing of reports to 
the various levels of government that support 
the activities of The RCR Museum, and a host 
of daily, weekly and monthly routine duties. All 
of this was done while fitting in the needs of 
architects, engineers, electricians, contractors, 
maintenance workers, safety inspectors and 
Defence Construction Canada and ASU 

London staff working on the capital expansion 
project. It has in deed been a busy year and next 
year will be no different. 

Museum Renovations 
Underway
Claus Breede, Director/Curator

After years of hard work by many committed 
people we are finally “in the ground.” The first 
phase of the Museum’s renovation project is 
under way.  The jigsaw puzzle is coming together 
but we are still missing a number of major 
pieces.  Over the next few months, hopefully, 
those pieces will also fall into place. The Capital 
Campaign, under the leadership of Honourary 
Lieutenant-Colonel (HLCol) Doug Weldon, 
began at Toronto at the Royal Canadian 
Military Institute (RCMI) in early March 
2007 and then at London, Ontario a few weeks 
later. After almost a year of planning, this was 
the first official signal to our community that 
things were going to happen at the Museum 
and that the plan was coming together. All we 
needed were the resources to put it into motion 
and both HLCol Weldon and our Director 
of Development, Mr. Treehuba, made this a 
priority. 

By the end of 2009, and with the announcement 
from the Federal government that they would be 
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Scaffolding placed in support of the area above 
during the cutting of the opening from the 
original INFANTRY GALLERY into the former 
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contributing $1.5M to the project, 
those resources were finally in 
place and the project was “shovel 
ready.” A year earlier, following a 
national call for proposals from 
architectural consultants, the 
services of a joint venture between 
Barry Padolsky Associates and 
Calnitsky Architects, both 
located in Winnipeg, were secured. The RCR 
Senate and the Museum’s BoD had committed 
funds for the architectural and engineering 
work and had struck an agreement with ASU 
London (the Museum’s landlord) and Defence 
Construction Canada (London office) to move 
the project forward.  

As the detailed cost estimates for the proposed 
work began to be generated it become clear, 
as early as the middle of 2009, that a phased 
approach to the overall projected work was 
going to be needed. A number of phasing 
options were considered during the next 
several months and following considerable 
consultation with both ASU London and 
DND staff, an engineering solution to the 
phasing was selected.   This engineering option 
resulted in the re-scoping of the intended work 

and the project was finally tendered in the late 
summer of 2010 with the successful contractor, 
Landmark Builders of Hanover, Ontario on 
the job by mid-September.  

With the selected option for phasing of the work 
came a number of surprises for the Museum 
staff. The one that had the greatest impact on 
us was the fact that at the beginning of August 
2010 we were advised that not only did the 
curatorial offices and lab have to move, but the 
Museum’s storage area had to be emptied as 
well.  And this had to be done within the next 
six weeks.  

Fortunately the staff resources for this major 
piece of work had been put in place just a 
few months earlier. With the help of the new 

Top left: With the steel beam in 
place and brick work completed 
above the opening, the supporting 
scaffolding has been removed. 
Southeast corner of the former 
INFANTRY GALLERY. (Note: Same 
vantage point as the previous 
image, but taken one month later)

Top right: With major openings to 

of the RM and the RAdjt into the 
“orderly room,” the supporting 
structure is in place and the walls 
ready to come down.

The south wall of what will eventually be the Temporary 
Exhibition space. The windows will be blocked in order to 
protect the objects on display from natural light and to give 
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Assistant Curator, Lisa Holmes, the newly 
appointed Museum Sergeant, Sgt Brants, and 
our two new Museum Corporals, Cpls Chabot 
and Fraser, a plan was worked out that would 
see every spare bit of space, not under the 
control of the contractor, utilized as well as the 
acquisition and filling of four “sea containers.”  
ASU London made almost the entire west end 
of the second floor of Building 55 (Transient 
Quarters) available to the Museum. This 
temporary location is now serving as Museum 
office spaces for five persons, a general office and 
work room, as well as the temporary home for 
The RCR Association National Headquarters. 

All of this was done without interrupting 
the normal schedule of public access to the 
Museum and its galleries. Planning for the 
Remembrance Week continued and school 
bookings were never cancelled. The only 
impact on the Museum’s galleries so far is the 
closing of the Infantry Gallery. This was needed 
by the contractors as the “connecting link” 
between the existing museum galleries and the 
new spaces to be occupied by exhibits once the 
project is completed. Visitors will experience 
some minor interruptions in gallery access 
during the early part of 2011 as the Museum 
undergoes a sprinkler system installation 
“retro-fit” (funded 100% by ASU London).  

The Work Underway
Two of the four proposed re-scoped units of 
work were awarded to Landmark Builders and 
include all of the renovations required on the 
south side of the Memorial Arch, on all three 
levels, the basement, main floor and the second 
floor (Block 2) and the full replacement of all 
HVAC systems specific to the Museum and its 
ability to maintain a museological environment 
for the conservation of the collection (Block 
4).  Although listed as a high priority by both 
the Senate of The Royal Canadian Regiment 
and the Museum’s Board of Directors, the 
relocation of the Museum’s main entrance to 
Memorial Arch (Block 3) will have to wait until 
sufficient funds are available (hopefully not too 
long). The improvements and enlargement to 
the Museum’s washroom facilities have been 

placed on hold. 

Block 3 includes the doubling of the Museum’s 
reserve collection storage facilities and will 
provide not only additional space for objects 
not on display, but will also insure additional 
high quality artifact work space for the staff. 
In preparation for the capital project the 
Museum was offered the opportunity of re-
locating the weapons collection into a newly 
renovated high security facility and as a result 
of this the weapons have now been moved out 
of their original storage space (formerly part of 
Block 2). This has resulted in better access to 
the reserve collection and better work space for 
staff.

The main floor level of Block 2 (all south of 
the Arch) is under renovation and will result in 
the development of a new temporary exhibition 
gallery. The original RHQ The RCR offices 
and conference room have been turned into 
one large room that will be finished with 
amenities specific to the needs of traveling and 
temporary exhibits. This space will include a 
small kitchenette, storage cabinets for tables 
and chairs and special wall treatments that 
will permit the easy hanging of works of art 
or other objects that may be used in mounting 
these exhibits. The connecting link with the 
rest of the galleries will eventually be from 
the Museum’s new main entrance (Memorial 

All artifacts had to be removed in order to 
“make ready” for the cutting of openings into 
the supporting walls separating this room from 
the space to be added, in order to double the 
size of our storage facilities and to provide a 
better area for working on museum artifacts. 
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Arch - Block 3). Until that has been completed 
the access to the temporary exhibition gallery 
will be from the second floor by one of two sets 
of stairs.

The Museum’s new gift shop will also be located 
in this area and will provide the essential link 
between the Museum’s new main entrance 
(Block 3 – proposed for future development) 
and the Temporary Exhibition Gallery. The 
original cell block of Wolseley Hall, which 
until these renovations has not been available 
to visitors, will now be opened up and one of 
the three cells on the main floor level will be 
restored to its original condition. The other two 
will be used as cloak rooms. 

The second floor is being renovated to 
accommodate additional gallery space for the 
permanent displays and will eventually house 
the reworked Second World War and Korean 
War galleries, the exhibits on Peacekeeping and 
NATO operations and our planned exhibit 
on current operations and Afghanistan. Until 
those galleries can be funded, the temporary 
use of the space will include exhibits of a 
more general nature, but still with a strong 
Regimental focus, including the re-installation 
of the weapons and artifacts that formed a 
major part of the Infantry Gallery which had to 
be removed during the renovations. These will 
include a large selection of our new museum 
figures recently acquired though the assistance 
of the special Museum Development Fund 
(MDF) from DND/DHH.

By year’s end (2010) the renovated spaces 
were beginning to take on the shape that 
will eventually be transformed into our 

new galleries. The forest of yellow painted 
supporting scaffolding holding up the floor 
above was beginning to disappear, giving way 
to the unobstructed views from one room to 
the next. The cutting of large openings through 
load bearing walls in a 124 year old building is a 
huge challenge to say the least. However, when 
added to this mix the fact that the building has 
been continuously occupied from the day the 
cornerstone was laid on Dominion Day, 1886 
until today and has seen a number of functional 
changes with renovations on top of renovations, 
has complicated the challenge even more. 

The Museum’s current main lobby was Wolseley 
Barrack’s medical room, with the hospital ward 
immediately above it on the second floor. The 
new Temporary Exhibition Gallery, most 
recently the offices of the RHQ The RCR, 
originally housed the Sergeant’s Mess, the 
Recreation Room and Reading Room of the 
old Regimental Station. On the second floor, 
above the Temporary Exhibition Gallery, we 
will install our new Peacekeeping and Current 
Operations Gallery. This area was renovated 
in the 1970s to accommodate the Base Dental 
Offices and was originally designated as spare 
rooms for the 1886 Museum located next door 
in rooms above and adjacent to the second 
floor of the Memorial Arch. The huge window 
on the west face of the tower, above the Arch, 
was indeed an imposing feature in the “Lecture 
Room,” with the Museum’s “Professor’s Office” 
located immediately behind that room. So, the 
use of most of the space on the second floor has 
come full circle and is now being returned to 
the original intent as noted by the architect on 
his drawings from 1885. 

As 2010 draws to a close and we get into the 
detailed planning and realization of our vision 
of this new space, the Museum will become 
more relevant not only to the members of the 
Regimental Family, but also to the broader 
community that we serve here in south-western 
Ontario.  

With the many renovations to the various spaces 
within the museum, ceilings had been repaired 
and changed in most of the rooms. In this room, 
the original fasteners used (square forged nails) 

new ceiling will be installed.
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LEAVE A LEGACY is a unique collaborative program that brings together donors, charitable 
organizations, and allied professional partners. The simple message of Leave a Legacy is “leave 
something for charity in your will or estate plan.”

Currently, 86% of individuals in Southwestern Ontario support charity on an annual basis, and 
yet only 9.5% have made arrangements to make a gift to charity in their will or estate plan. When 
asked “why,” respondents replied that “no one had asked them,” “no one suggested they make a gift 
for the future,” and “they didn’t think of it.”

Leave a Legacy is a public awareness initiative intended to inspire Canadians into action through 
the sharing of stories about donors with foresight, by highlighting the positive impact that donors 
can make on the charities they care about, and by explaining the substantial tax incentives in place 
to encourage philanthropy among all Canadians.

Individuals of all ages and socio-economic backgrounds have made decisions to give back to those 
charities that have positively impacted their lives or members of their family. Numerous financial 
vehicles are in place and many options are available, from bequests in wills, to gifts of life insurance 
policies, bonds, stocks or charitable gift annuities, and gifts of property.  

Clearly some of you have taken the Leave A Legacy message to heart! 

During the course of The RCR Museum Campaign we received our first planned gift from a donor 
who has made The RCR Museum Endowment Campaign the owner and beneficiary of a sizeable 
insurance policy. Also, The RCR Museum has been the grateful recipient of bequests from the 
Estates of Col R.M. Dillon (Ret’d), Kathleen M. Dodd, John L. Donovan, MWO N. Stephen 
Horan (Ret’d) and Capt F. Innes Hammond (Ret’d).    

The generous planned gifts received by the Campaign were a great benefit to The RCR Museum.  
At this time, it is our hope that you will remember The RCR Museum and consider making a 
planned gift to preserve the Museum for the future.

Leave a Legacy Southwestern Ontario is just one of over 140 initiatives taking place across North 
America. The Royal Canadian Regiment Museum is proud to be a member organization of the 
Leave a Legacy program in London.  

Leave a Legacy brochures are available from The RCR Museum Campaign Office. 

YOU CAN “LEAVE A LEGACY”
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YES, I WANT TO SUPPORT THE RCR MUSEUM!
I wish to make a donation of $            payable to: The RCR Musuem Fund Campaign

OR
I wish to make a pledge of $           per month for           months to the Museum 

Campaign for a total donation of $                 Signature:

Please bill my     VISA     Mastercard  Account#                          Expiry Date:

  Please deduct a monthly amount from my bank account by Electronic Funds  
Transfer and my sample cheque marked VOID is enclosed

Name  Tel. No:

Address:

City:  Prov.  Postal Code:

Please make cheques payable to: The RCR Museum Fund Campaign

IN LIEU OF FLOWERS
IT HAS BEEN THE CUSTOM, in the past, to send flowers to the funeral home or church as a 
sign of respect for a deceased relative, friend or comrade.  Increasingly today, the immediate fam-
ily suggests that “in lieu of flowers” a gift be made to a charity of choice.  Members of The Royal 
Canadian Regiment family are increasingly using The RCR Museum Endowment Fund as a source 
of recognition “in lieu of flowers” in memory of the departed person.

This form of remembrance is especially fitting, as the donation is not spent but added to The RCR 
Museum Endowment Fund.  The interest from the Museum Endowment Fund provides funds for 
the operation of the Museum.  Therefore, this is indeed a fitting way to commemorate the life of 
a family member, friend, or comrade who has given years of service to The Royal Canadian Regi-
ment.

We sincerely hope that you will continue to use this very meaningful and lasting expression of your 
sympathy for those whom you have lost.

OR
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Editor’s Note.
Terry “Stoney” Burke was born 
in Ireland and immigrated to 
Canada in 1957 at the age of 
ten. He enlisted in the Canadian 
army at the age of 17 in1964. He 
completed recruit training with 
The RCR at Wolseley Barracks, 
London, Ontario. A very long 
and distinguished career with the 
Regiment followed. Terry Burke 
served with 2 RCR at Fort York, 
Soest, West Germany from 1965-
69. His personal experiences 
as a soldier in Germany during 
these years forms the basis of his 
book, “Cold War Soldier.” Burke 
served an average of eight years 
with each of the four battalions 
of The RCR. He was involved in 
nine tours in the Middle East, 
including three in Cyprus, with 
the UN. Terry Burke was also 
involved in internal security operations during the FLQ Crisis of 1970 and the Montreal Olympics 
in 1976. WO Burke was commissioned and promoted to Captain in 1982. He retired from the 
Regular Force in 2000, but continued in harness for another seven years with 4 RCR. Terry Burke 
served in The Royal Canadian Regiment for 43 years, filling almost every conceivable appointment 
from rifleman to company commander. Burke is currently writing a further book about his 
experiences as a Canadian soldier entitled, “Letters to a Peacekeeper.” This book, “Cold War 
Soldier,” will strike a cord with anyone who soldiered in Canada or Europe during the long Cold 
War-era or has any interest in that period. “Cold War Soldier” is being published by Dundurn Press 
and will be available in bookstores in October 2011. Excerpts from Terry Burke’s book appearing in 
Pro Patria do so with the permission of Dundurn Publishing, 3 Church Street, Toronto.

(Excerpt taken from Chapter 6 – Soaring with the Eagles in Sennelager)

By early April the long winter was beginning to lose its grip. Our first winter in Northern 
Germany has been somewhat of a surprise to most of us. Throughout those first two months of 

1966 we awoke almost every morning to a steady diet of rain and sleet. The sky remained a constant 
colour of gray slate. The warmer temperatures not only heralded the arrival of spring, but also the 

Author: Terry Burke

PRO PATRIA 2010 123



start of the exercise season. From the beginning of May right through late fall, we would spend the 
vast majority of time in the field.  

Before we could depart on the first of many field exercises, the all important Battle Fitness Test 
(BFT) must be completed by every man in the battalion. The test itself was not particularly difficult, 
if you were properly prepared for it. Naturally, you couldn’t just sit around for twelve months doing 
nothing physical and then suddenly dawn all your kit and run 10 miles. This would be a recipe 
for disaster. We started many weeks earlier with marches of ever increasing distances, every other 
day. By the time the actual test date arrived, we had probably walked and run a total of 100 miles. 
Although we all hated these work ups, we knew them to be necessary, but that didn’t stop us from 
complaining. As we often said; “Practicing to route march by running five miles, was a little like 
practicing for a punch in the mouth.”    

It had always struck me as rather odd that the time to complete the 10 miler varied, depending 
upon your age. All those of us who were under 35 had a maximum of 2 hours to finish the march.  
Soldiers over 35 had an extra 10 minutes added and anyone over 45 had no time limit whatsoever.  
We were always told that you had to lead from the front, so found this particular policy extremely 
odd, especially considering that almost all our supervisors were in their late thirties or early forties? 
In time of war, was the enemy going to be considerate enough to allow our 38 year old section 
commander that extra ten minutes to catch up to us, before they attacked? I am not sure exactly 
when it changed, but sometime in the late 1970’s somebody finally saw the error of this policy and 
changed the time to a standard two hours, regardless of age.  

It probably was just as well I didn’t know the name of the person responsible for the time change, 
because I would have surely cursed his name as I chugged down the road on my last battle fitness 
test, a mere week before my 59th birthday.

By the time summer rolled around we had done a fair number of defensive and offensive exercises, 
but we all knew it was just a game and all things considered, we were relatively safe. Up to now we 
had only used blank ammunition, thunder flashes and artillery simulators. All of these training aids 
were designed to create some level of noise and smoke on the battlefield, but obviously for safety 
reasons, none could come close to simulating the real thing.  

The British training base at Sennelager would give us that first taste of realism. At first glance, the 
base looked rather small and inconspicuous. If you were driving down the town’s main street and 
not paying attention it would be quite easy to miss the entrance altogether.  

The purpose of this base only became apparent when you passed this built up area and proceeded 
through the back gate. Once you drove past the barrier at Range Control, the true nature of the 
base was revealed. The range road started at the back gate and continued in a huge circle around the 
entire perimeter of the base. This ring road was like a giant wheel with smaller roads feeding off each 
side, like spokes. Each of these spokes led to a live fire range, where almost any size and calibre of 
weapon could be fired. Everything from a simple pistol, to an anti-tank rocket, to a 105 millimetre 
artillery shell could all be fired from different ranges simultaneously.   

Pioneer platoon, along with an advance party of about 50 men, arrived in Sennelager three days 
before the battalion. Although there were many great reasons to be in Pioneers, this job was not one 
of them. It seems that someone had long ago decided that the task of setting up an entire tented 
camp was best suited to our type of expertise.

Once the two hundred or so bell tents were set up for sleeping, we turned our attention to the 
biggest structure of all. The mess hall and kitchen tent would be a massive undertaking. The entire 
canvas enclosure had to allow a large area for cooking while the majority of the space would be used 
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for up to three hundred soldiers to sit and eat at the same time. A circus tent would have been ideal 
but, because the army didn’t have anything quite so large, we would have to string together our own 
big top using upwards of thirty marquee tents.  

After three days of working dawn to dusk the job of construction was over and we had about ten 
hours to relax and sleep, before the real field training would begin.

It is one thing to simply stand in a static location and fire live ammo at a target, but it is quite 
something else to be running forward, with twenty or thirty men, on either side of you, all firing 
live rounds. As the line moves forward and the terrain becomes rougher, each man has to deal with 
various types of obstacles in his path. To add to the difficulty, each man had to stop every few paces 
to take aimed shots. That nice straight line quickly becomes uneven and somewhat disorganized.  
Before you know it there are people in front and others lagging behind. Still the momentum of the 
attack carries forward. While all this is going on, there is another group, off on one of the flanks 
firing belts of live machine gun rounds onto the objective. As we continue our charge forward, the 
machine gun bullets pepper the entire area in front of us. The final piece of realism was provided 
by the engineers setting off one pound explosive charges to simulate an incoming artillery barrage.

The sounds of our rifle fire mixed with the constant rattle of machine gun rounds, coming from our 
flank all added to the organized chaos. A steady stream of explosions ripped the area, sending plumes 
of black smoke skyward. Through all of this noise we strained to hear our section commander 
screaming constant orders. Once we had overrun the objective and consolidated on the other side, 
we literally collapsed into a firing position, breathlessly facing straight ahead and waiting for our 
next command.  Now the bedlam was replaced by almost total quiet. Having to no longer shout 
over the noise of explosions, even the section commander’s voice was low and restrained. We lay 
there struggling to catch our breath while we quickly checked our ammo and weapons to make sure 
all was in order knowing we had only minutes before we would be ordered forward into the next 
attack.  

The break neck pace of live fire training continued unabated throughout the first week.  Reveille was 
at 5 am, followed by a hasty breakfast of lukewarm coffee and one fried egg jammed between two 
slices of bread. Because the Canadian Brigade was part of the British Army on the Rhine, (BAOR) 
we also fell under British ration scale, which made our choices for any meal extremely limited, in 
both quality and quantity. If you were not partial to your morning egg cooked in a deep fryer, you 
could always help yourself to a bowl of gray pasty oatmeal.    

By 6 am we were all already jammed tightly in the back of the truck and heading down the ring 
road for yet another exhausting day of training. On the afternoon of the sixth day, we were all 
anxiously waiting for the company quartermaster to arrive with lunch. I assumed it would be some 
sort of mystery meat, potatoes and the ever present peas and carrots, but as it turned out I was only 
partially right. 

During basic training, in the field, we had been forced to always use our mess tins for every meal.  
Like most, I truly hated using these metal plates because they were awkward to use and difficult 
to clean. Invariably the wash water brought out by the quartermaster was lukewarm at best, by 
the time he arrived. Everything eaten from the mess tins took on a greasy, metallic taste. Like 
most of the guys I only hoped that whatever was brought out would be something that could be 
put between two slices of bread. That morning had been another hasty breakfast followed by an 
exhausting series of drills on the range so any type of food would be welcome regardless of the taste.  

The lunch time meal that day proved to be a bit of a challenge, but with a little care and effort I was 
able to get the Irish stew and mash potato sandwich into me with barely a drop finding the front 
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of my shirt. The trick was to first ensure you spread the mash potatoes evenly on the bottom slice.  
After tipping the ladle to drain off the excess gravy you must carefully spread the stew on top of the 
potatoes. Before the liquid can seep through the layer of mash potato, you must quickly, but gently 
place the top slice of bread into position. Any aggressive force on the bread would cause the entire 
contents of the sandwich to ooze out on all sides. The last step of actually eating this delectable 
meal must be done in all haste, before the semi-liquid middle soaks through everything and your 
masterpiece has time to disintegrate into a mushy mess right there in your hands.        

During the day, practically everything was done at the double and time just seemed to fly by. Once 
the sun went down, everything slowed to a crawl. All the firing was still live, but great care had to 
be taken to ensure everyone was in the right place before firing could commence. By the time we 
actually started our eyes had adjusted to the lack of artificial light, but only a few tentative paces into 
the attack and we were soon blinded as the night sky erupted with flares and the flash of explosives. 
For a brief moment, everything before us was brightly illuminated and then the flares would fizzle 
out plunging us once again into total darkness. Under ordinary circumstances, the smart thing to 
do would be to simply stop and wait for our eyes to adjust, but when I and everyone around me are 
carrying loaded weapons stopping is definitely not a safe option. All around me in the blackness I 
could hear the sound of curses, as we all stumbled forward, straining to see. Our section commander 
spewed out a steady stream of profanity as he tried to keep everyone in line and moving forward.  

Even after we had reached our objective and consolidated our position, it still took more than ten 
minutes to check all our ammo and equipment. Before starting, the corporal had numbered us all 
as a means of keeping track of everyone in the dark. Just as we got ready to continue the advance 
the corporal shouted for a count. After two unsuccessful attempts and a great deal more cursing, 
‘Number Five’ still had not responded. Another fifteen minutes elapsed as we lay there waiting for 
the corporal to retrace our steps. Everyone was a little apprehensive, as time ticked by, without 
any sign of the missing soldier. Although nobody said it, we all knew that there was always the 
possibility he was laying back there somewhere, in a ditch. With the deafening noise and lack of 
light, it would not have been difficult for someone to be shot and lay there unnoticed and bleeding, 
in the dark.  Finally the corporal came stumbling out of the blackness and without so much as a 
word on the whereabouts of ‘Number Five’ he ordered us to move forward. It wasn’t until much 
later that night, I found out what had happened. 

Donny Tanner turned out to be the illusive ‘Number Five’. As we boarded the truck for the return 
trip to the main camp Donny sat in the back corner bench gingerly holding his leg.  Apparently, just 
after we started forward, in the darkness, Donny had tumbled forward over a tree root and landed 
awkwardly on some rocks. Thinking he had broken his leg, he decided to simply crawl back to the 
start line and get some help. After looking at it, the medic quickly determined that it was only a 
sprained ankle. I could see that Donny was in a good deal of pain as he related the story.  “Well at 
least it’s not broken,” I said when he finished.  “It might have been better if it was broken,” Donny 
said, with a grimace. “Maybe the corporal would have been a little more sympathetic?” It wasn’t 
so funny then, but later when Donny repeated the story even he couldn’t keep from laughing. 
“You should have seen the look on the corporal’s face when he finally found me. At first he seemed 
relieved that I was not dead somewhere. Even when he thought it was broken he still seemed more 
concerned than upset. But then when he realized it was only a sprain he just went nuts.” “Why you 
little bastard,” he screamed. “You’re telling me I walked all the way back here and all you did was 
twist your ankle! Next time you waste my time, you little s*#t, you had better be either dead or 
unconscious when I find you!” Donny couldn’t stop laughing. “Can you believe it,” he roared. “I’m 
the one that’s injured and I end up apologizing for not being dead.”   
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(Excerpt taken from Chapter 12 – Good Luck or Good Leadership?)

I f a collision with the oncoming squad was to be avoided, I had to do something, and I had to do 
it fast. It may have been the middle of January, but I was sweating profusely. My mouth was open, 

but the words weren’t there. “For god sake say something!” I screamed to myself. With just two paces 
remaining before reaching the drainage ditch at the edge of the parade square, the word of command 
finally came to me. “A-bout Turn!” With less than a foot to spare, the nine man squad executed the 
180 degree turn, in perfect unison.  

I had been on the Pre-Junior NCO Course for just over a week and so far things had not gone that 
well. On day one of the course, I had certainly felt very enthusiastic about the prospect of becoming 
a Corporal. After all, I had spent the past three years listening to classroom lessons and pounding out 
mile after mile of foot drill on the parade square. How hard could it be to actually teach this stuff?  It 
would only take a couple of days to find out how truly naive I really was.

The purpose of this pre-course was to select the best candidates from our battalion to attend the 
actual course. It was made very clear to us on day one that although there were fifty of us sitting there 
listening to the opening address, only the top twenty would be selected to go to the Brigade Battle 
School.

I was somewhat relieved when I was assigned my first lesson: Stripping and Assembling the FN 
C1 Rifle. Counting back to the day I joined, I had probably taken my rifle apart and put it back 
together at least a thousand times. This would be easy, or so I thought. That entire middle weekend 
of the course was spent pouring over my notes and preparing my lesson plan. By Sunday afternoon, 
I had my lesson plan written and had run through numerous dry practices, in front of the bathroom 
mirror.   

I think my confidence started to wane after sitting through the first two candidate lessons on Monday 
morning. It was obvious that the first man up did not have a good grasp of the material. Throughout 
the forty minutes, he rarely made eye contact with his students, as he read continually from his lesson 
plan. From the back of the room, I did hear a distinct groan coming from our instructor, as he sat 
assessing the lecture.  At the end of 30 minutes, the instructor ended the lesson early by giving the 
guy a failing grade. The second man up did marginally better. He did know his material, but his dull 
monotone delivery was almost too painful to bear, as he droned on for the full 40 minutes. I think 
even he was surprised when the instructor gave him a passing grade of ‘C’ minus.  

Almost as soon as I started talking, I could feel the beads of sweat forming on my neck and forehead. 
There they were, just sitting there waiting for me to speak. I don’t know how or why, but suddenly 
I felt a wave of nervous intimidation flowing over me. It was as if a giant hand had reached into my 
brain and scooped out every single bit of information I’d studied and practiced that weekend. I knew 
I had to come out and stand in front of the class, but somehow I couldn’t release my hands from their 
death grip on the lecture podium. I could feel the blood rushing to my head, as I tried to stutter my 
way through the lesson introduction.  

Everything was a bit of a blur after that, as I tried in vain to calm down and just follow the lesson 
plan. I had absolutely no comprehension of time, as I continued to stumble on. I felt a great sense of 
relief when I finally heard myself say the concluding sentence. “Today we have covered the stripping 
and assembly of the rifle. Are there any questions?”    

I had been standing there, nervously hanging on to the podium for a full five minutes before the 
instructor finally stopped writing on the assessment form and made his way toward the front of 
the class. The expression on his face told me all I needed to know. He didn’t waste any time getting 
to the point. “Burke, I’m sure the guys really appreciate you wrapping up in just 20 minutes, but 
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unfortunately you left out about half the lesson.” His sarcasm continued for a few minutes more, 
as he covered each of my faults, in detail. It wasn’t much, but finally near the end he made a 
few positive comments about my good speaking voice and sound questioning technique. It wasn’t 
much, but at least I had some tiny glimmer of hope that maybe next time, I could do better. 

Many of we ‘failures’ talked into the night. I was gratified to hear that I wasn’t alone in my 
nervousness. Most of the guys had fallen victim to the same thing. Like me, they knew the material, 
but when it came time to speak in front of an audience of their peers, their nerves had failed them. I 
remember reading some years later that one of the major universities in the United States had done 
a study to determine what people feared the most. According to their findings, better than 30% of 
the study participants ranked “speaking in public” as their number one fear. The remaining 70% 
picked “death” as their single greatest fear. I have to admit that I find it ironically funny to think 
that there are a significant percentage of people at a funeral who would choose to be in the coffin, 
rather than delivering the eulogy.  

When my time came around again, I was more than ready. The night before my second lesson about 
eight of us ‘Nervous Nellies’ had gotten together in the quarters and practiced our lessons, using 
each other as a live audience. Our instructor looked a little stunned by the noticeable improvement, 
but I was more than happy to receive a solid ‘C+’ pass.  

Although the same basic rules of instruction applied equally to drill, personally I found this process 
much easier than working in a classroom. No longer did I have to be standing there staring into 
their faces. Now everything and everyone was in motion, as I shouted drill commands and watched 
the squad instantly react to my words. It hadn’t been a perfect period of drill, but I did manage to 
pass, in spite of almost marching my squad into a ditch and narrowly avoiding a head on collision 
with two other squads. 

When the list was finally published on the last day of the pre-course, I was almost afraid to look. 
I watched as person after person stepped up to the notice board and slowly ran their finger down 
the column of names. Before I could get to the board, my friend, Bob Stuckless, stepped in front 
of me and stuck out his hand. “Congratulations buddy,” he said, smiling from ear to ear. “We’ve 
both made it!”

The last three weeks of the course were spent almost exclusively in the field. If we were to successfully 
pass this course, we first had to prove we could react to any situation and lead men, even when faced 
with extreme stress.   

As dawn broke each morning, we would all stand on alert, in our trenches, waiting for the enemy 
to attack our position. As soon as the sun peeked over the horizon, we would once again be on the 
move. As long as there was daylight, we continued to advance on foot. Every few hundred yards 
you could count on the enemy opening fire, causing us to dive for cover, in the ditch at the side 
of the road. Once orders were passed, we would be off and running in a mad dash to a flanking 
position, ready to attack. Amid the noise of machine gun fire, the haze of smoke grenades and the 
constant yelling of our candidate commander, we would gallop forward, overrunning the enemy 
before consolidating on the other side. After a hasty check on ammunition, we were back on the 
road to continue the advance.   

If we were lucky, sometime in mid afternoon we would stop long enough to get a can of cold rations 
into our growling stomachs. Roughly an hour before the daylight disappeared, we would move into 
a defensive position and immediately start digging our trench for the night. This would be the only 
chance we had each day to actually get something hot to eat. Once the hole was down about two 
feet, my trench mate and I would immediately fire up one of our chemical heat blocks and try to 

128 PRO PATRIA 2010



129 PRO PATRIA 2010

warm up a canteen cup of water for coffee and a can of rations each. We had to be quick because 
once the daylight disappeared, any sources of light, including our tiny fire, had to be extinguished, 
lest we give away our position to the enemy. The odd person may have been fortunate enough to 
catch an hour or two of sleep, but most of us would spend the better part of the night patrolling 
the area, looking for enemy activity. As dawn broke the next day, the advance would begin anew.  

You could almost feel the collective sigh of relief throughout the platoon when we finally heard the 
radio message announcing the end of the exercise.  

We hadn’t really seen much of our young course officer during the exercise. When he did appear he 
rarely spoke to us. I don’t remember his real name, because most of us referred to him as the ‘grim 
reaper.’ When a candidate failed in the performance of a leadership task or simply asked to quit, 
he was sent to see the grim reaper in the command vehicle. The hapless individual would collect all 
his personal kit and slowly head toward the back of the APC. After a few minutes we could hear 
the hydraulics kick in, as the ramp was raised and the vehicle drove away, taking another training 
failure from the field. 

As the grim reaper appeared in front of the course that final morning, all the noisy chatter quickly 
subsided. We all waited for what we thought would be a few words of congratulation on passing the 
course. What came next was totally unexpected.  

“This is the fourth course I have commanded and I must say that, without a doubt, you people are 
the absolute worst bunch of f#*#*d up misfits I’ve ever had the misfortune to work with!”   All the 
smiling faces quickly disappeared, as we stood there in stunned silence. “If I had my way, I’d fail 
the lot of you. Your performance during this test exercise was atrocious! As far as I am concerned, 
none of you have earned the right to ride back in a truck, so we are going to march back to base!”   

Any joy we might have felt was long gone as we tried to force our tired bodies to move forward and 
stay in step. We had gone less than half a mile and already I could feel the weight of my heavy, wet 
rucksack digging into my shoulder blades. All around me I could hear the groans of pain, as each of 
us tried to muster up the last bit of strength we had.  

We had covered just over a mile, when the ‘grim reaper’ spoke again. “Course halt!” Our drill 
certainly wasn’t up to any kind of parade standard as we all gingerly placed our feet down and came 
to a careful stop. “You people are a disgrace! Just look at you. We’ve only come a mile and already 
you’re falling apart.” As I looked around I knew he was wrong. We may have been exhausted, but 
based on the looks of hateful determination on each man’s face I knew we would all make it.  

“I would very much like to march you people right into the ground, but as the good Sergeant has 
just reminded me, I can’t force you to march if you are medically unfit. So, just around that corner 
there is one truck,” he said, pointing down the road. “If any of you feels he cannot walk the whole 
distance, he can quit and get on the truck.” It took a moment, but slowly someone in the rear rank 
raised his hand. “You ready to quit boy?” A smile of satisfaction filled the grim reaper’s face. “No sir,” 
a defiant voiced sounded from the back. “I don’t want to walk back, sir, I’d rather march.” A small 
ripple of laughter filled the ranks and for the first time, even the grim reaper smiled. “Okay, gents. 
Now that’s what I like to see. Sergeant, load them all on the trucks and I’ll see you back at camp.”

On the ride back to camp, I couldn’t help but think about my good fortune during the exercise. 
I had been assessed in two command roles and managed to achieve relatively good marks in each. 
Although I was quite happy with my marks, I could not help but wonder whether my success was 
the result of simple good luck or good leadership. My first task had been to lead a night Recce Patrol 
to scout a suspected enemy position. The target area was less than two miles away, over generally 
open ground. The entire process, start to finish, took about four hours. The next man scheduled 
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for assessment had the much more complicated task of taking a fighting patrol and attacking that 
same position. Even though his patrol was much more difficult, the assessment criteria for both 
our tasks were identical.  

My second command role in the field was one of those tasks that everyone hopes for. Near the end 
of our second day in the field, I was placed in command of the section, as we continued the advance 
to contact. I knew there wasn’t much daylight left as we moved down the road. I could only hope 
and pray that the enemy would open fire. Fortunately for me I didn’t have long to wait.  

Once we heard the first shot, our section sprung into action. It took me just a few minutes to figure 
out where the enemy was and make my radio report to headquarters. Ten minutes later we were 
already moving around to the enemy’s right flank, in preparation for our final attack. After hurling 
some smoke grenades to cover our advance, we quickly overran the position and consolidated on 
the far side. The entire thing had taken less than an hour and I walked away with another solid 
passing mark. By the time the instructor was done with me, it was getting close to dusk and we 
were about to go into a defensive position for the night. He turned to the next candidate and told 
him he was now in charge of the section. I had been under assessment for a total of 50 minutes. 
The command ability of the unfortunate candidate who followed me would be under continuous 
scrutiny for the next eight hours.         

                  

Reprinted with permission from Dundurn Publishing, 3 Church Street, Toronto.
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2642 – 3 RCR Army Cadet Corps, Petawawa

Captain W.N. (Wilson) Bridgeman, Commanding 
Officer

By Tammy L. Young

The Staff and Cadets of 2642 – 3 RCR Army Cadet 
Corps have had a very busy and successful year with 
their regular training, plus participation in various 
competitions.

This year we have had seven Sergeant Cadets study, 
participate, and pass their National Star Certification 
Exam, all having subsequently been promoted to the 
rank of Warrant Officer.

Six of our Army Cadets participated in the N.O.A. Biathlon Competition in Sault Ste Marie, 
Ontario in both the Junior and Senior Divisions.

Also, this year we had eight Cadets train for the Zone Shooting Competition in North Bay, Ontario, 
with six Cadets participating in both Junior and Senior Divisions.

Our 52nd Annual Inspection Parade will take place Tuesday, May 10, 2011 at 18:00 hrs at Bldg 
O-9 (Korea Hall). All those interested, especially members of The Royal Canadian Regiment, are 
welcome.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our Staff, CF Member Training Staff, and 
Volunteers for their time and dedication to the Corps.

The Cadet Program is open to all Canadians from the ages of 12 to18; Training Nights are 
Tuesdays 17:30 – 21:00 Hrs, at Building O-9 (Korea Hall), CFB Petawawa.

3 RCR Cadets on parade.
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2642 – 3 RCR Army Cadet 
Corps, Petawawa

Top left: Promotions to WO

Top right: More promotions

Middle: Our training staff

Bottom: NOA Biathlon Competition.
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3019 RCACC – Rankin Inlet 

By Maj J.E.R. MacInnis, Regimental Major

During the period of 30 April – 3 May 2010, the Colonel of the Regiment, MGen Walter Holmes, 
and the Regimental Major, Maj Jim MacInnis, visited with our RCR cadets in Rankin Inlet.  On 1 
May the Colonel of the Regiment was the Reviewing Officer for the Corps’ Annual Review, which 
was conducted before parents and friends within a local Air Command forward operating base 
hangar. It was truly a unique event that combined military and Inuit cultural traditions. In addition 
to the Commanding Officer, 2Lt Dorothy Tootoo, and other military support which includes 
Cadet Regional Support Staff and local Rangers, the Corps is actively supported by highly respected 
community elders who have significant influence on the success of the local Cadet programme. As 
an example, prior to the commencement of the parade an Elder, Mrs Tutalik Tudlik, lit a special 
soapstone qulliq giving a prayer for spiritual blessings.

Upon conclusion of the parade, guests were treated to a mixture of both military and cultural 
demonstrations put on by the cadets covering skills from marksmanship to drum dancing. Of note, 
these cadets were well turned out, very enthusiastic about the cadet movement and proud to be 
affiliated with the Regiment. These young men and women are model citizens and an example to 
adolescents across Canada.

It is always a great opportunity to travel to northern Canada and see a pristine part of our country 
where the people strive to maintain a traditional relationship with the land.  Visiting the North is 
an opportunity that few Canadians are able to undertake, but it is one that is not soon forgotten 
by those who can. It is an incredible environment that through its natural beauty and harsh 
environment is both scenic and daunting. But above all, the people of Rankin Inlet are friendly, 
amazing hosts who take genuine interest in their guests. A special thank you goes to Dorothy 
Tootoo as she enabled a wonderful opportunity for myself and MGen Holmes.  

MGen Holmes accompanied by Sgt Cassandra Gordon inspects the Corps.



WO JE Davidson escorts Elder Mrs Tudlik during the inspection.

MGen Holmes presents the corps with its own RCR banner.
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WO Joe Davidson, 2Lt Dorothy Tootoo, COTR and RM.

RM receives basic instruction in Drum Dancing.

COTR receives basic instruction in marksmanship.
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2967 Brussels Cadet Corps

A Very Special Cadet: 
Master-Corporal Jake Nixon

“Hi my name is Jake Nixon, I’d 
like to join Cadets, but I have 
no legs. Can I still join?” The 
Commanding Officer of 2967 
Brussels Army Cadets was 
impressed and said absolutely. 
This was in September 2008. 
The Cadet I’m writing about 
is MCpl Jake Nixon, a Cadet 
with some challenges in his life, 
most of all his legs. However; if 
you ask him, this is not so much 
a challenge, just something he 
lives with everyday. When Jake 
was just six months old he lost 
the lower part of his legs because 
his umbilical cord got wrapped 
around his knees at birth. Jake 
grew up using prosthetics. He 
is a fascinating cadet who is 
keen on being involved in all 
Cadet activities and functions. 
Jake never complains and 
always expects to be treated no 
differently than anyone else.

In the winter of 2008/2009 
Jake applied to participate in 
his first summer camp and was 
accepted at ACSTC Connaught for Basic Marksmanship training. This is a three week course where 
he learned how to fire and maintain the Cadet air rifle. Jake was noted by the instructors as an 
outstanding Cadet. He always did what he was told to do with a good attitude and to the very best 
of his abilities. Jake always exceeded the standard set, no matter how difficult. That summer, while 
I was also employed at the same camp, I had the opportunity to meet Jake Nixon. I was one of his 
Range Safety Officers (RSO AR), and was posted to the Training Support Cell of the Cadet Camp, 
which is located just outside of Ottawa, Ontario. At the time I met MCpl Nixon I was with 3144 
Clinton Army Cadet Corps. I’m now with 2967 Brussels Army Cadet Corps, where Jake parades 
every Tuesday night with the other Cadets.

In the fall of 2009, Jake joined the 2967 Brussels Army Cadet Corps Drill Team. The Commanding 
Officer had at first hesitated, worried that the young cadet might not have the stamina required to 
tolerate the stress and strain of long hours of drill practice. However, Jake being the determined 
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person that he is, he not only endured, but did extremely well. On the weekend of the drill 
competition held at London, Ontario in May 2010, first timing for the event was 10:30 AM. At 
10:25 AM Jake was walking towards the inspection area with the other Cadets when the ankle of 
one of his prosthetic limbs broke. This prevented him from walking or even standing for prolonged 
periods of time. Jake was told he could withdraw from the competition without any embarrassment 
or sense of failure. But he had practised so very hard for the competition and he did not want to let 
his teammates down. With great determination, Jake carried on, performing the drill movements, 
despite the awkwardness of trying to walk and march straight with his broken foot turned sideways.

During the drill team’s performance, the Commanding Officer noticed many people in the audience 
with tears in their eyes as they watched Jake go through this trial. When it was all over he was 
publically praised for his courage and very determined efforts. In time, Jake was eventually fitted 
with a new prosthetic and was able to attend the summer camp in 2010 at CSTC Blackdown. You 
will not be surprised that Jake had been selected to attend the Cadet Leadership Course. This is a 
course that develops leadership ability within Cadets and teaches them to take a leadership role at 
the Cadet Corps level. In 2010/2011 Jake returned to the Brussels Corps and was promoted to the 
rank of master-corporal. He is again with the drill team and is now getting ready to participate in 
the next Cadet drill competition in May 2011, once again at London, Ontario.

Master Corporal Jake Nixon is an inspiration to his fellow Cadets and to the staff members. We are 
all extremely proud of his efforts and achievements. Jake is indeed a very special cadet.

RKW Steels, 2Lt

2967 Brussels Army Cadet Corps
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The Royal Canadian Regiment
EDUCATION FUND FOR THE  
CHILDREN OF FALLEN SOLDIERS

Following a request by the family of Cpl Brent Poland, The Royal Canadian Regiment established 
a fund to provide support for the post-secondary education of the children of soldiers of the Regi-
ment who have died in the service of Canada. 

Donations to this Education Fund may be forwarded to Regimental Headquarters of The RCR.  
Cheques should be made out to “The RCR Fund - Education Fund” in order to ensure they are 
donated to the appropriate sub-account.

Cheques may be sent to:

Regimental Headquarters
The Royal Canadian Regiment
Victoria Barracks
PO Box 9999, Stn Main
Petawawa, Ontario  K8H 2X3

Donations may be made online by credit card or PayPal through the Regimental Store at  
www.theroyalcanadianregiment.ca/kitshop
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TERMS OF REFERENCE – CHILDREN OF FALLEN 
SOLDIERS BURSARY PROGRAM

General

In response to a request by the family of Cpl Brent Poland following his death in Afghanistan in 
April 2007, The Royal Canadian Regiment has established the ‘Children of Fallen Soldiers Bursary 
Program’ to provide support for the post-secondary education of the children of soldiers of the 
Regiment who have died in the service of Canada.

Purpose and Objective

The objective of this program is to assist financially those eligible students studying at a degree or 
diploma granting post secondary institution, full or part time.

Value

The maximum value one can receive from this bursary is $1000 per academic year.  If the number 
of applicants exceeds the monies available to provide the $1000 bursary for each request, the bur-
sary amount will be split accordingly on a priority basis to provide for more applicants, but will 
not go below $500 per applicant.  The bursary can be used at the discretion of the recipient, and is 
intended for, but not limited to, tuition, books, equipment, transportation, etc. 

The bursary is paid by cheque from RHQ, direct to the applicant.  The bursary is taxable.

Eligibility

The following guidelines will be used to determine eligibility and priority of award for education 
support:

a.  Applicants must be the child or stepchild of a soldier who has died ‘on duty’ (operations 
or training) while a member of, or serving in a unit of, The Royal Canadian Regiment.  
In keeping with the national criteria for service deaths, members must have been in-
cluded in the Books of Remembrance;

b.  Support will be given to those children attending post-secondary institutions for their 
first degree or diploma; and,

c.  Priority will be given to those children attending their first year of studies; those attend-
ing later years will only be considered if all first year applicants have received education 
support.

d. An applicant cannot receive a bursary more than 4 times.

Those eligible for this bursary are not excluded from also applying for the Association bursaries. 

Application Process

Applicants must fill out the enclosed form and submit it to RHQ.  Submission can be direct to 
RHQ via the applicant, or thru any regimental means that will forward it to RHQ on the appli-
cant’s behalf (i.e., units, serving and retired regimental personnel, regimental mentors, etc).

All applications are to include proof of academic enrolment for fall session of the calendar year.
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Timelines

The deadline for applying is 31 July of each calendar year. 

Approval Process

Disbursement of funds for the ‘Children of Fallen Soldiers Bursary Program’ is procedural and 
dependant on funds available to disburse.  Approval is not based on academic merit, standing, or 
personal financial circumstance.

Applicants must only prove eligibility through the application process in order to be considered, no 
other supporting documentation is required.

Late applications will not receive bursaries, or be considered for bursaries in the current year unless 
funds remain from the current year’s disbursable earnings.

Disbursement Committee

The Regimental Council will award the Bursaries through RHQ.  Due to timelines involved, the 
Regimental Council will most likely award these bursaries secretarially.  RHQ will compile appli-
cant information for the Regimental Council and will forward it for Council NLT15 Aug of each 
calendar year.  The Regimental Major, Regimental Adjutant, and Regimental Warrant will sit as 
bursary council members in order to compile information and do selection based on the eligibility 
guidelines.

Fund Management

Donations received for the bursary program will be maintained in a sub-account of The RCR 
Trust.  Disbursements of earned interest will be made available for education support to the chil-
dren of fallen soldiers.   It is intended that individual assistance cheques will be a maximum of 
$1000, but no less than $500, with assistance provided to as many eligible applicants as possible in 
each year without affecting the Fund principal investment.  

A share of earnings will be reinvested each year to maintain the value of the principal amount 
against inflation. This portion will be determined by the same guidelines used to manage The RCR 
Trust Fund.  Earnings, which have not been disbursed, will also be reinvested with the principal 
amount. 

Coordination of disbursements will be exercised by a Fund Management Committee consisting 
of:

a.  The Chairman of The RCR Trust,

b.  The Regimental Major, and

c.   The Regimental Adjutant.

Throughout its annual review, if the fund committee determines that there is an excess of funds 
for current and future requirements, or in the event of there being no eligible applicants in a given 
year, the Fund Management Committee can request to REC to transfer a portion of funds to other 
regimental bursary programs.
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The following are some additional points to clarify the bursary program:

a.   The most important part of the application is the supporting material  
that proves eligibility.

b.   Financial need is not a consideration, and eligibility is based solely  
up meeting the listed eligibility requirements.

c.   This bursary supports post-secondary education only and is not  
intended for high school or graduate studies.

APPLICATION FORMS

Please contact Regimental Headquarters through the website:  
www.theroyalcanadianregiment.ca 
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ur landfall was scheduled for H-Hour, plus 3

as an impossibility due to our loading difficulties and we 

pproached Sicily’s shoreline in broad daylight, well past the 

ppointed time. 

I
n early June, 1943, I departed from The Regiment at Old Cumnock, Scotland, in charge of 
a convoy of vehicles and anti-tank guns which had received two stages of waterproofing in 

preparation for use in Combined Operations. The trip southward, bound in secrecy, took several 
days, and ended in a camp near Birkenhead, England. We eventually loaded the troops, vehicles and 
guns on a British Merchant Navy freighter, called the Orestes (Serial Number AA2), and after some 
time spent assembling in convoy with  other vessels, we sailed back to harbour in Scotland to join  
with other vessels similarly loaded in various ports.

By this time, Capt. R.A. Couche had been appointed OC Troops aboard the Orestes, and I had 
been appointed Ship’s Adjutant. In due course, Capt. Couche and I joined a group of Officers from 
other ships in the convoy, in the Wardroom of a Merchant Ship named The City of Venice, (Serial 
Number AA2) and under a heavy security guard of officers, were briefed on the entire operation in 
which we were destined to participate. Following our briefing, we were issued supplies of operation 
orders, maps, mosaics, invasion money, and various other equipment, for issue to the troops after 
their briefing. We were sworn to secrecy and instructed not to begin the briefing of the troops until 
after proceeding through the Straits of Gibraltar, into the Mediterranean Sea. Shortly thereafter 
the convoy sailed, amidst great speculation among the troops as to our destination and in due 
course, after passing through the Straits of Gibraltar, we divulged our destination to the troops and 
commenced preparations for the invasion. Late one afternoon, two ships were torpedoed in rapid 
succession - the City of Venice (AA1), which headed the port flank, and the AA3 (St. Essylt), which 
was following immediately astern of those of us on the Orestes (AA2). Among those floating by in 
the water I was able to identify Sgt. J.C. “Spin” Reid and I later discovered that they were eventually 
picked up by one of our Naval vessels, transported to North Africa and interned behind barbed wire 
in an evacuated POW Camp until after the invasion commenced.

The convoy immediately moved to within easy visibility of the North African coast in order to 
prevent submarines from attacking the starboard flank and the Naval escort was heavily reinforced. 
In spite of these precautions, the Commodore’s ship (Devis), in the middle of the convoy, was 
torpedoed about 1600 Hours the following afternoon and disappeared in a ball of smoke and fire. 
More Naval ships appeared to provide escort and we arrived off Malta on the evening of July 9th 
without further incident. Unfortunately, the wind began picking up and the build-up of heavy seas 
gave rise to serious doubts as to whether or not the operation could proceed on schedule, due to 
the difficulties in off-loading onto landing craft. After a period of indecision, the order was given 
to proceed on schedule. During this period I was invited to the cabin of the Ship’s Engineer for a 
farewell drink (very welcome at this point) and enjoyed a brief interlude, reminiscing about various 
things including family, mail, etc. Mr.Garroch was a red-bearded Scot who had not heard from his 
son for almost a year, but knew he was with the 51st Highland Division of the British Eighth Army 
and suspected that he might be participating in this invasion. I jokingly promised to tell his son to 
write to him if our paths ever crossed (I am still amazed at fate placing us in adjoining hospital beds 
in a Canadian Hospital in North Africa some time later, after we had both been wounded during 
the Campaign. He did write his father).

Loading of the vehicles, guns, and troops took place in total darkness, in very heavy seas and 

By Lieut. Sheridan E. Atkinson

2/IC Anti-Tank Platoon, The R.C.R.OPERATION HUSKY
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under extreme difficulties. 
The roll of the mother 
ship, combined with 
the roll and pitch of the 
LCT, created dangerous 
conditions for both the 
troops and the equipment. 
The equipment was cradled in metal mesh slings and picked up from the ship’s hold by booms, 
winched through the hatches, moved over the ship’s side, and then lowered onto the deck of the 
LCT. Because of both vessels’ violent motions, it was necessary for the troops to use heavy ropes to 
steady the equipment during it’s travels and this resulted in most of us having the skin torn from 
our hands by the end of the exercise. One vehicle turned sideways just as the LTC rose on a wave’s 
crest, resulting in a smashed driveshaft - we decided to drop it into the water as it was no longer 
moveable. Unfortunately, several soldiers’ personal effects accompanied it!

I have never ceased to marvel at the skill of the Navy in locating the proper vessel in the dark in 
such unfavourable weather conditions and then being able to assemble groups of landing craft into 
waves for landing on the appropriate beaches at designated times. GPS was unknown in those days. 
Needless to say however, like the Army and the Air Force, the Navy was not infallible!

Our landfall was scheduled for H-Hour, plus 30, but this was an impossibility due to our loading 
difficulties and we approached Sicily’s shoreline in broad daylight, well past the appointed time. 
Fortunately, the wind and waves had abated by morning. We were able to hear sporadic gunfire 

Suddenly there was a tremendous explosion 
ahead of us on shore and a great  column of 
water and debris rose into the air, before 
dropping back out  of sight.
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from some distance out and see smoke on the horizon, but it seemed quite impersonal until we 
passed under the trajectory of the 16-inch shells being fired by a Royal Navy monitor called HMS 
Roberts. The noise was similar to the sound experienced by a person standing under a railway bridge 
listening to a train passing overhead at high speed. Each time the 16-inch guns fired, the entire ship 
was engulfed in smoke and flame.

As we approached land, nervousness increased among all of us and heads were pulled down below 
the bow and gunwales. Suddenly there was a tremendous explosion ahead of us on shore and a great 
column of water and debris rose into the air, before dropping back out of sight. For a split second 
there was dead silence, followed by the sound of countless Mae West life preservers being inflated 
by the troops on our landing craft. Shortly afterwards, the bow of the LCT grounded and the ramp 
was dropped. Dead ahead, on land, was a group of Royal Engineers who were engaged in blasting 
rock in order to improve the beachhead at this point. We all felt just a bit sheepish about our fright!

A Beach Control Officer appeared and asked our identity. He then informed us that we were at least 
a mile to starboard of our designated spot - in fact we were in the 51st Highland Division landing 
area - and he told us to “get the Hell over to where we belonged.” The coxswain on the LCT raised 
the ramp, backed off the shoreline and then paralleled the beach for about a mile, looking for the 
proper identification signs on shore. Thank goodness the enemy had already pulled back.

We eventually found our proper location, the ramp was dropped, and the vehicles, with guns 
attached, were driven off to the shore, with my vehicle leading. It was a dry landing for me - the 
first since I had started training for Combined Operations. Unfortunately, due to the nervousness 
of one driver, the left front wheel of one of the following trucks dropped off the side of the ramp 
and he could move neither forward or backwards, thus blocking the exit of the vehicles and guns 
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We finally established contact  with The Regiment  
and were assigned a supporting position with D Coy 
north of the airstrip.

behind him. We all waded out to attach ropes in an effort to extricate the truck – which got me wet 
to the knees after all!

Our efforts met with no success so a fresh plan was needed. No bulldozers were available in our 
sector so we “volunteered” the services of about 30 Italian prisoners who were milling around in 
a group, under the watchful eye of an MP. An Italian Captain, in beautifully shined boots, raised 
some objections to performing physical labour, but eagerly volunteered when confronted with 
some pointed persuasion. He removed his boots before entering the water and they were quickly 
requisitioned by L/Cpl. Verne Mitchell, who felt they were ideally suited for riding his motorcycle 
and were a perfect fit!

The additional bodies did the trick, the vehicle was pulled off the ramp and was driven ashore. The 
beach was a scene of some confusion and there were no exits available through the sand dunes in our 
sector. Fortunately, the beach had been completely secured, so we were able to drive up and down 
until we found a spot where wire mesh had been laid across the sand. We were able to gain access to 
the road and set off to find and join The Regiment, which by this time we hoped had secured the  
Pachino Airfield. During this entire period, no hostile aircraft had made any effort to interfere with 
our movements, nor had any shots been directed at us. Only two dead Italian soldiers were visible.

We finally established contact with The Regiment and were assigned a supporting position with 
D Coy north of the airstrip. Sporadic gunfire was heard throughout the day. Lieut. Walt Roy was 
wounded by a sniper near our position and evacuated by carrier during the course of the afternoon. 
That evening we bedded down in our slit trenches after posting sentries and securing our perimeters.

After dark, the enemy began to retaliate and waves of Bombers came over the beachhead in an 
attempt to disrupt the off-loading of the ships and to destroy supplies already landed. The display 
of anti-aircraft tracer fire from the massed ships at sea and the batteries on shore, coupled with flares 
from the planes, as well as the flashes from exploding bombs, made the most spectacular display any 
of us had ever seen. In order to see it more clearly, most of us left our slit trenches and stood with 
our faces lifted to the sky until we heard what we thought was falling rain - but beat a hasty retreat 
to our slit trenches when we realized that everything that goes up, must come down, and that it was 
shrapnel- not rain. Sleep came slowly after an exciting day. 

Thus ended July 10, 1943 - Day 1 for me in SICILY !!!!
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Mosher, Sgt Earl Wallace 27 December 2009 Bridgewater, NS
Dykens, Capt Rick 10 January 2010 New Brunswick

Doucette, David Armand 12 January 2010 Oromocto, NB
Dorion, Gerard 21 January 2010 Barrie, ON
Barrill, Frank C. 29 January 2010 Kingston, ON

Hodson, LCol Ian 30 January 2010 Kingston, ON
Babcock, John “Jack” 18 February 2010 Spokane, Washington

Bolon, Paul 25 February 2010 British Columbia
Burridge, Philip 07 March 2010 Angus, ON

McManus, WO1 John 20 March 2010 Brockville, ON
Irvine, MWO Bernie 20 March 2010 Ottawa, ON

Barker, David 31 March 2010 Scarborough, ON
Morrison, Col Gilbert Scott 02 April 2010 Ottawa, ON

Chartrand, A.M. 03 April 2010 Sudbury, ON
McRae, Barry M. 13 April 2010 New Brunswick
Collings, Harley 13 April 2010

Gadon, G. 24 April 2010 Arden, ON
Jones, Cpl Trevor 28 April 2010 London, ON

Pollard, A.S. 01 May 2010 Charlottetown, PEI
Blake, PO2 Craig 03 May 2010 Kandahar, Afghanistan
Gray, Kenneth H. 08 May 2010 Prescott, ON
Parker, Col Geoff 18 May 2010 Kabul, Afghanistan
Rudd, Tpr Larry 24 May 2010 Kandahar, Afghanistan

Richardson, John “Jack” 02 June 2010 Peterborough, ON
Pierce, Ian W. 04 June 2010 London, ON

Cheriton, MGen G.J.R. 04 June 2010 Ottawa, ON
Goudreault, Sgt Martin 06 June 2010 Kandahar, Afghanistan

Charles, Eugene 10 June 2010 Petawawa, ON
Jackson, W.H.E. June 2010 London, ON
Landry, George 11 June 2010 London, ON
Hopkins, Roy 14 June 2010 Grand Prairie, AB

MacNeil, Sgt James Patrick 21 June 2010 Kandahar, Afghanistan
Miller, Pte Andrew 26 June 2010 Kandahar, Afghanistan

Giesebrecht, MCpl Kristal 26 June 2010 Kandahar, Afghanistan
Sheehan, John J. 04 July 2010 St. Catherines, ON
Grayston, Albert 05 July 2010 Delta, BC

McConnell, Gordon 07 Jul 2010 Penetanguishene, ON
Nero, Sgt W.D. 09 July 2010 Goderich, ON
Renardson, Hal 11 July 2010 Ottawa, ON
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Easton, Cpl Rodney L. 17 July 2010 Arden, ON
Pico, Austin R. 28 July 2010 Botwood, ON

Lambert, Sgt, Norm 28 July 2010 Ottawa, ON
Collier, Spr Brian 30 July 2010 Kandahar, Afghanistan

Tresham, Pte Luke 30 July 2010 Petawawa, ON
St. Denis, Marcel 04 August 2010 Limoges, ON

Kelly, Maj Jeffrey Burritt 07 August 2010 Ottawa, ON
Dowsett, LCol John A. 12 August 2010 Kingston, ON
Pineau, Joseph Ernie 13 August 2010 St. Thomas, ON
Bradshaw, Pte G.H. 17 August 2010 Simcoe, ON
Schutt, Capt Frank 25 August 2010 Stirling, ON

Teske, WO Arthur Douglas 25 August 2010 London, ON
Clattenburg, Lawrence G. 27 August 2010 Oromocto, NB

Moffatt, Maj John 29 August 2010 Kingston, ON
Pinksen, Cpl Brian 30 August 2010 Kandahar, Afghanistan

White, J. August 2010 London, ON
Lussier, Sgt Albert “Abby” 01 September 2010 Windsor, ON

Davis, MCpl Ron 03 September 2010 Edmonton, AB
Church, WO Gary 17 September 2010 Ottawa, ON

Hopkins, D.C. “Hoppy” 30 September 2010 Yarmouth, NS
Brocklehurst, LCol Wayne Arthur 06 October 2010 Toronto, ON

Fenton, Sgt Thomas 10 October 2010 Timmins, ON
Edwards, Maj William T.M. 18 October 2010 Thornhill, ON

Merithew, Maj Hal  02 November 2010 Almonte, ON
McNeil, Sgt Joseph 06 November 2010 Strathroy, ON

Crozier, Pte William John 18 November 2010 Lindsey, ON
Langille, MWO John King 07 December 2010 New Glasgow, NS

Hunt, Reed 17 December 2010 Cobourg, ON
Lambert, LCol Oscar 19 December 2010 London, ON

Storie, MCpl James S. 28 December 2010 Powassan, ON
05 January 2011 Calgary, AB

MacLean, CWO Frederick John 06 January 2011 Kingston, ON
MacKay, James 09 January 2011 Almonte, ON
Overall, Peter 10 January 2011 Clinton, ON
Lowe, Jerry 11 January 2011 Grand Cache, AB
Pike, Wilf 22 January 2011 Thedford, ON

Jillette, William R. 24 January 2011 Miramachi, NB
O’Connor, Roderick “Rocky” 27 January 2011 London, ON
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Class Craig Blake
May 3, 2010

Col Geoffrey Parker
May 18 2010

Age: 37 
Unit: Fleet Diving Unit Atlantic 

Date of Birth: May 21, 1972 
Home Town: Simcoe, Ontario

Incident: IED, Panjwaii District, Kandahar, 
Afghanistan

Age: 42 
Unit: Land Force Central Area Headquarters 

Date of Birth: January 18, 1968 
Home Town: Oakville, Ontario

Incident: VBIED, Kabul, Afghanistan

Sgt Martin Goudreault
June 6 2010

Age: 35 
Unit: 1 Combat Engineer Regiment
Date of Birth: November 19, 1974 

Home Town: Sudbury, Ontario
Incident: IED, Nakhonay, Kandahar,  

Afghanistan

Trooper Larry Rudd
May 24 2010

Age: 26 
Unit: The Royal Canadian Dragoons 

Date of Birth: August 21, 1983 
Home Town: Brantford, Ontario 

Incident: IED, Panjwaii District, Kandahar, 
Afghanistan
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Spr Brian Collier
July 20 2010            

Age: 24 
Unit: 1 Combat Engineer Regiment 

Date of Birth: July 6, 1986 
Home Town: Bradford, Ontario

Incident:  IED, Nakhonay, Kandahar, 
Afghanistan

Pte Andrew Miller
June 26 2010

Age: 21 
Unit: 2 Field Ambulance

Date of Birth: December 31, 1988 
Home Town: Sudbury, Ontario

Incident:  IED in the Panjwaii District, 
Kandahar, Afghanistan

MCpl Kristal  
Giesebrecht

Jun 26 2010

Age: 34 
Unit: 1 Canadian Field Hospital 
Date of Birth: October 2, 1975

Home Town:  Wallaceburg, Ontario 
Incident: IED in the Panjwaii District, 

Kandahar, Afghanistan 

Sgt James MacNeil
June 21 2010

Age: 28 
Unit: 2 Combat Engineer Regiment 

Date of Birth: July 17, 1981 
Home Town: Glace Bay, Nova Scotia

Date of Death: 21 June 2010
Incident: IED, Nakhonay, Kandahar, Afghanistan
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Cpl Brian Pinksen
August 30 2010

Age: 20 
Unit: Royal Newfoundland Regiment 

Date of Birth: April 5, 1990 
Home Town: Corner Brook NFLD

Incident: IED, Panjwaii District, Kandahar, 
Afghanistan

In Memoriam: 
Colonel Geoff Parker

Colonel Geoff Parker, a natural leader, a 
committed professional, and an immensely 
well respected and liked officer was killed in 
Kabul on 18 May 2010. Sadly, he thus became 
the highest ranking Canadian military officer 
to die in the Afghan conflict, since the current 
mission began in 2002. Geoff Parker was also 
the highest ranking officer of The RCR to fall in 
action since Brigadier John K. Lawson died in 
the defence of Hong Kong, during the Second 
World War, on 19 December 1941. Colonel 
Parker, serving with Land Force Central Area 
Headquarters, was in Afghanistan on a Tactical 
Reconnaissance in preparation for an imminent 
deployment to Regional Command South. Five 
U.S. military personnel and 12 civilians died 
in the same suicide vehicle-borne improvised 
explosive device (SVBIED), which injured 47 
others and struck five NATO vehicles.

Geoff Parker was 42 years old. He leaves behind 
his beloved wife, MJ, his son Charlie (aged 
11), and daughter Alexandria (aged 9). Born 
and raised in Oakville, Ontario, he made his 
mark early in the local Lorne Scots Army Cadet 

Col Parker when he was CO of 2RCR.
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Corps, to include earning his Basic Parachutist 
qualification and participation in a FALLEX 
with 4 Brigade in Canadian Forces Europe. 
Attending White Oaks Secondary School 
at Oakville as a teenager, Colonel Parker 
eventually graduated from the University of 
Western Ontario with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Engineering. Enrolling into the Canadian Forces 
in 1989 and completing his training in 1991, he 
joined The Royal Canadian Regiment  with the 
1st Battalion at Wolseley Barracks, in London, 
Ontario. The following year he moved with 
the Battalion to Petawawa, Ontario. During 
his early years with the Battalion, Lieutenant 
Parker proudly commanded 8 Platoon, Charles 
Company.

Promoted in 1993, Captain Parker eventually 
moved into Foxtrot Company and became 
the Transport Officer during the Battalion’s 
deployment on OP HARMONY, in Croatia 
from 1994-95. While posted to the Hastings and 
Prince Edward Regiment at Belleville, Ontario, 

as a Regular Support Staff officer, he started 
work on a Master of Electrical Engineering 
degree at the Royal Military College. Returning 
to Petawawa in 1996, Geoff served with the 3rd 
Battalion to include a deployment with NATO’s 
Stabilization Force (SFOR) in Bosnia in 1998. 
Additionally, he completed both courses from 
the Canadian Land Forces Command and 
Staff College. Promoted to Major in 2000, 
Geoff returned to 1 RCR to command Bravo 
Company from 2000-2002 and oversaw its 
transition from AVGP to LAV III, then on to 
command Foxtrot Company until 2003.

Earmarked for higher rank, Major Parker 
attended the Canadian Forces College in 
Toronto for one year, concurrently achieving his 
second Master’s Degree (in Defence Studies). 
He then returned to Petawawa in 2004 as the 
G3 of 2 Canadian Mechanized Brigade Group. 
Among his many achievements in this post, 
he played a vital role in force generating three 
Rotations from 2 CMBG for the Afghanistan 

Col Geoff Parker encouraging  a 
young reservist



Theatre over the next four years. Towards the end of his posting in Petawawa, in an act that one 
could describe as typical of the man, Geoff Parker delighted his old Cadet Corps by driving six 
hours to Oakville to be present for the Lorne Scots Cadets’ annual inspection.

Promoted again in 2006, he served for a year as the Chief of Staff for 2 CMBG, then Lieutenant-
Colonel Geoff Parker was posted to Gagetown, New Brunswick as Commanding Officer of 2nd 
Battalion in 2007. Being CO of a battalion marked the fulfilment of a professional ambition,  but 
also gave Geoff Parker the chance to travel extensively throughout the Maritimes with his wife 
and children. At 2 RCR he was known as a fair and approachable officer who led by example. His 
distinguished tenure of command lasted until 2009, when he then assumed the post of G3 at Land 
Forces Central Area HQ at Toronto. Geoff Parker would be promoted to Colonel just weeks before 
his fateful last mission.

Colonel Parker was “remarkably smart and the consummate professional officer.” He was hand-
picked from throughout the ranks of the army to carry out an extremely important assignment in 
Afghanistan as the Deputy Director of Stability at Regional Command South Headquarters. In 
effect, Geoff Parker would be responsible for development work in war-torn southern Afghanistan 
as part of the HQ formed by 10 Mountain Division (US). Colonel Parker was ideally suited, 
by training, background, and character to perform such a vital task. He was in Kabul laying the 
groundwork for his mission, meeting with key international organizations and figures when tragedy 
struck on 18 May 2010.

News of Col Parker’s untimely death deeply effected Canadians across the country, from Oakville 
to Oromocto and from Belleville to Petawawa. Words of profound respect and admiration for 
Geoff Parker were spontaneous and heartfelt. “He was a career infantry officer – a proud member 
of The Royal Canadian Regiment – who excelled in virtually every position he held in the Army. 
As a battalion commander, he led his soldiers from the front and with distinction … A rising star, 
his potential was undeniable. Geoff could be incredibly funny and he had a truly infectious laugh 
and smile. To some, he was simply known as ‘Parker,’ because that’s what his wife called him.” 
These were the words spoken about Geoff Parker by Colonel Simon Hetherington, the Deputy 
Commander of Task Force Afghanistan, to the international press when informing the world of 
his death.

When Colonel Geoff Parker was repatriated home to Canada for his “final posting,” he was met on 
the tarmac at Trenton by his wife and two children. They met him bravely with a salute and a can 
of Heineken beer that they placed on his casket. To family, friends, and to the Regiment as a whole, 
he will be greatly missed. Rest in peace Parker.
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John James Thomas McManus

Warrant Officer 1st Class (WO1)/Chief Warrant Officer 
J. James T. “Jim” McManus passed away peacefully at his 
home in Brockville, Ontario on 20 March 2010. He was 88 
years of age. At his side were his wife Sylvia and many other 
members of his family. J.J.T. McManus served his country 
honourably and faithfully, in both war and peace, for 34 years 
as a soldier. He was a member of three regiments: the Cameron 
Highlanders of Ottawa; The Royal Canadian Regiment; and the 
Canadian Guards. WO1 McManus attained the appointment 
of Regimental Sergeant-Major in all three regiments. He saw 
action in two wars, the Second World War and the Korean War. 

Jim McManus had enlisted in the Cameron Highlanders of 
Ottawa (MG), of the Non-Permanent Active Militia (NPAM), 
in 1937, at the age of 15. He was quickly noted for his 
impeccable bearing and impressive leadership potential. He was 
hand picked to serve on numerous Guards of Honour, including 
one for King George VI in Ottawa, in June 1939. With the 
outbreak of the Second World War in September 1939, aged 17, Jim McManus had volunteered 
for active service with the Cameron Highlanders and promptly been promoted to sergeant. After 
training in Ottawa and at Camp Borden, the Camerons served in Iceland on garrison duty from 
July 1940 – April 1941. In January 1941 Sergeant McManus completed his machine-gun course 
at the British Army Small Arms School at Netherhaven, England. 

As of 1941, McManus was promoted to Company Sergeant-Major (CSM) of C Company. He 
was not yet 20 years of age. During the subsequent campaign in North-West Europe, 1944-45, 
the Cameron Highlanders, fielding three machine-gun companies and a heavy mortar company, 
were the heavy weapons battalion for the 3rd Canadian Infantry Division. CSM McManus landed 
in Normandy on D-Day, 06 June 1944, and served throughout the subsequent operations in 
Normandy, including the actions fought at Carpiquet, Buron, Authie and Caen. The Camerons 
were also involved in the closing of the Falaise Gap and the pursuit across the Seine River. Next came 
the clearing of the Channel ports, in particular Boulogne and Calais. The Cameron Highlanders 
were part of the operation that cleared the Scheldt Estuary and climactically participated in the 
Liberation of Holland.

At the conclusion of World War II, J.J.T. McManus was promoted to WO1 and became Regimental 
Sergeant-Major of the 3rd Battalion, Cameron Highlanders of Ottawa, employed in occupation 
duties in Germany, from September 1945 until June 1946. Upon returning to Canada he was 
posted to The RCR at Brockville, Ontario in October 1946, but reduced to the appointment of 
CSM. Sergeant-Major McManus earned his parachute wings at Rivers, Manitoba in September 
1948, and then moved with The RCR to Petawawa in 1949. At this time The RCR was designated 
as an airborne unit.

Against the backdrop of the Korean War, McManus was promoted to WO1 and on 09 August 
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1950 was made RSM of 2nd Battalion The Royal Canadian Regiment, as that unit formed at 
Petawawa. Remarkably, he had been appointed to this position at the age of only 28, making him 
the youngest and the very first RSM of the Second Battalion. The Battalion served in Korea on the 
front lines from May 1951 – April 1952. During this time the Battalion fought in the battles of 
Chail-Li and Kakhul-Bong, fought its way across the 38th Parallel, captured Hill 187 and manned 
the Jamestown Line. Mr. McManus remained as RSM of 2 RCR until 26 August 1953.

Returning to Canada from Korea, 2 RCR was eventually moved from Petawawa to Wolseley 
Barracks in London. In March 1953, WOI J.J.T. McManus and 20 other members of 2 RCR 
were selected to take part in the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II, on 02 June 1953, as part of 
the official Canadian Coronation Contingent. The actual position of RSM McManus within the 
contingent was as Regular Force Sergeant-Major of the Canadian Army Contingent.

With the formation of the Canadian Guards, as the senior infantry regiment in the Canadian army, 
in July 1954, Mr. McManus became RSM of the Canadian Guards Depot in August 1954, an 
appointment he held until June 1961. At that time he became the College Sergeant-Major of the 
Royal Military College at Kingston, Ontario. WOI McManus was a towering and inspirational figure 
to the Cadet Officers. In June 1970, as the Canadian Guards were placed on the Supplementary 
List, Mr. McManus was transferred back to The Royal Canadian Regiment. He retired from the 
CF in August 1971 after 34 years of distinguished and loyal service. In 1972, Mr. McManus was 
instrumental in re-establishing the Brockville Rifles Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corps No. 113 at 
Brockville, Ontario. Jim McManus continued to work with the Cadets until May 1976.

Always a very active man, in 1974 Jim McManus started a second career with Black and Decker, 
providing protection and security at their Brockville operation until 1987. Much honoured and 
decorated, Regimental Sergeant-Major J.J.T. McManus is survived by a family rich in sons and 
daughters and grandchildren. Living by such timeless and selfless principles as duty and service, he 
is an outstanding example of the “Greatest Generation” that came through the Great Depression 
and won the Second World War. 
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In Memoriam: M.41061 Lance-Corporal 

By Capt RA Appleton

On 05 January 2011 a great Royal Canadian 
and a gallant soldier, William Leslie Fairfield, 
DCM, passed away suddenly at Calgary, 
Alberta. He was 90 years of age. He is survived 
by his sons William and Merle Fairfield. 
William Leslie Fairfield was awarded the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal for his heroic 
actions at the Battle of Apeldoorn, 14 April 
1945, during the Second World War.

Born on 03 October 1920 at Barons, Alberta, 
he was 22 years of age when he enlisted in the 
Canadian Army for active service overseas 
on 05 February 1942. Fairfield served in 
the Infantry, with The Royal Canadian 
Regiment, until 27 November 1945. He 
was a decorated combat veteran of the 1st 
Canadian Infantry Division and thus one of 
the legendary “D-Day Dodgers.” Fairfield 
fought in the epic Italian Campaign 
(September 1943 - February 1945) and as 
the end of the war approached, continued 
to serve with The RCR in the climactic 
campaign in North West Europe (March-April 
1945). Among his campaign medals were the Italy Star and the France and Germany Star. Of 
particular note is the fact that Lance-Corporal Fairfield won the Distinguished Conduct Medal 
(DCM) for his conspicuous gallantry and leadership, displayed in Holland, during the Battle for 
Apeldoorn, 09-18 April 1945. For Other Ranks the DCM was the second highest medal that could 
be awarded for courage in action against the enemy. Only the Victoria Cross (VC) was rated higher. 
During the Second World War, only five members of The Royal Canadian Regiment were to win 
the DCM. Lance-Corporal Fairfield was a member of this very small and elite group.

On 10 April 1945, The RCR crossed the Ijssel River in Holland. The Battalion’s objective was the 
Dutch town of Apeldoorn (population 72,000). Apeldoorn, and the area around it, was strongly 
held by elements of the German Twelfth Army. Lance-Corporal Fairfield was a Section Commander 
in C Company. C Company would suffer the first casualty of the operation on 12 April when it 
seized an enemy-held road junction in the teeth of a German 105 MM gun, which was subsequently 
overrun. In combination with B Company, C Company continued the advance late into the night, 
mopping up pockets of enemy resistance and capturing nine enemy soldiers, including a German 
Colonel. At one point C Company, moving cross country in the dark, had found itself confronted 

pril 



on three sides by enemy forces. The timely 
arrival of tanks form the 1st Hussars at about 
0145 Hours had stabilized the situation. The 
Battalion was now more than halfway from the 
Ijssel River to Apeldoorn, which lay about four 
miles distant.

The Battalion’s advance resumed the next 
morning with the lead companies facing 
constant harassment from German snipers, 
but the Canadians still managed to either kill 
or capture large numbers of the foe. When 
enemy strongpoints were encountered the Anti-
Tank Platoon would be called into action. In 
the afternoon, A Company captured a hospital, 
liberating some 789 wounded Allied prisoners 
of war. By the end of 13 April The RCR had 
closed up on the Zuthpen-Apeldoorn Canal and 
the enemy-held town lay just beyond this water 
barrier. The Germans had not yet blown all the 
bridges over the canal and a plan was hatched 
whereby one of these canal bridges would be 
rushed and seized by a mixed force of tanks 
and infantry. C Company would carry out this 
dramatic assault, riding into battle on the top 
of M4 Sherman tanks of the 1st Hussars. Once 
the bridge was captured, C Company would 
establish a lodgment in the town of Apeldoorn.

On the morning of 14 April, C Company 
began its headlong attack on the bridge. One 
German roadblock was quickly overwhelmed 
and the rush continued, but now the tanks 
came under withering fire at close range from 
enemy anti-tank weapons (Faustpatronen). The 
tanks were forced to pull back, two tanks being 
hit and set on fire. There were many casualties 
among the C Company men who had been 
riding on the tanks. The attack was called off at 
this time. It was decided that The RCR would 
renew the attack on Apeldoorn that night under 
cover of darkness, but from a different axis. 
At 2300 Hours, attacking now from the east, 
the Battalion crossed the start line. B and C 
Companies were in the lead, with C Company 
on the left. Lance-Corporal Fairfield’s rifle 

platoon was the furthest platoon on the left in 
C Company.

Advancing aggressively down the main road 
into Apeldoorn, C Company’s initial objective 
was an important crossroads directly ahead. Just 
after crossing the start line, C Company cleared 
an enemy strongpoint, capturing 13 German 
soldiers. Shortly thereafter, C Company came 
under tremendous fire from four German 
machine-guns, located near the vital road 
junction. Fairfield’s platoon was pinned down 
and in desperate straits. When the Germans 
called on the platoon to surrender, Fairfield 
took decisive action. He resolved to assault the 
machine-guns and knock them out, but first he 
had to pinpoint their exact locations. Lance-
Corporal Fairfield courageously moved forward 
alone, deliberately and calmly exposing himself 
to the enemy in order to draw their fire. This 
he continued to do, stalking ever closer to the 
enemy, until he had located the positions of 
all four German machine-guns. Fairfield now 
quickly returned to his rifle section and gave 
orders for an assault on the enemy machine-
gun posts. This would involve a left flanking 
movement. 

Corporal William Fairfield now led his men in a 
desperate rush across 200 yards of open ground 
to a position from which he could launch his 
quick attack. Having outflanked the enemy 
posts, Fairfield’s Section attacked in line. Two 
German machine-gun positions were overrun, 
the crews eliminated in close-quarter fighting. 
Lance-Corporal Fairfield and his section had 
killed four enemy soldiers, wounded five others 
and captured a further seven. Outflanked and 
threatened with destruction by this intrepid 
group of Canadian soldiers, the remaining 
German machine-gun posts immediately fled. 
In this desperate battle at the crossroads, 44 
German soldiers had been killed, wounded, or 
captured. 

C Company consolidated on the captured road 
junction. At dawn on 15 April, the Germans 
launched a determined counter-attack on the 
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crossroads, but this was repulsed by C Company. Six wounded enemy were taken prisoner. The 
RCR and other units of the 1st Canadian Infantry Brigade (the 48th Highlanders and the Hastings 
and Prince Edward Regiment) continued to close up on Apeldoorn from the east. German resistance 
remained fierce, much of it at very close quarters. By the night of 16 April, all three Regiments were 
poised on the outskirts of Apeldoorn. An all out assault on the town would take place the next 
day. However, at 0300 Hours on 17 April, the soldiers of C Company became aware of a lull in 
German firing from the town. Patrols were dispatched to reconnoiter. A German demolition party 
about to blow one of the canal bridges was surprised and captured before it could complete its 
work. C Company rapidly moved into Apeldoorn and established a firm foothold by 0430 Hours. 
Other companies of The RCR moved into Apeldoorn and occupied the town, taking 200 Germans 
prisoners in the process. The Dutch citizens of Apeldoorn awoke with jubilation to find that their 
town had been liberated by The Royal Canadian Regiment. The town and adjacent areas around it 
were secure as of 18 April. 

Apeldoorn was the largest battle fought by the Regiment during its participation in the North 
West Europe Campaign. The Regiment suffered casualties of 12 killed and 49 wounded during 
this campaign. At the battle of Apeldoorn alone, The RCR lost nine killed and 30 wounded. The 
outstanding leadership and heroic exploits of Lance-Corporal William Leslie Fairfield played an 
important part in achieving victory and minimizing casualties at Apeldoorn. He would subsequently 
and deservedly win the Distinguished Conduct Medal for his actions on 14 April 1945.

Apeldoorn was the last action fought by The Royal Canadian Regiment in Holland and during the 
Second World War. All German forces in the Netherlands surrendered as of 04 May. The war in 
Europe ended on 08 May 1945.  Lance-Corporal Fairfield returned to Canada with the Regiment 
in late September 1945. He was finally demobilized and returned to civilian life on 27 November 
1945. Returning to his native Alberta, he worked for the Canadian Pacific Railway, married and 
raised a family. He was part of the great generation that overcame the Great Depression and won 
the Second World War. William Leslie Fairfield, DCM, will be missed, but his legacy endures and 
his example will be remembered.



In Memoriam: 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ian Albert Hodson, EDC

A Family Tradition of Regimental Service

Lieutenant-Colonel Ian Albert Hodson passed 
away on 30 January 2010 at Kingston, Ontario. 
He was 90 years of age. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hodson is survived by his wife Patricia Ann 
Hodson (nee Duggin), daughter Ann Louise 
Frank (Alan), son Peter Vernon Hodson (Kerry), 
grandchildren Jordan (Denise) and Benjamin 
Frank and Elise and James Hodson, and two 
great grandchildren. He is pre-deceased by his 
father, Vernon, mother Jeannemarie (nee Neel) 
and by brothers Neel and Keith. Ian Hodson 
was born in Toronto in 1919. He was born into, 
raised in, and served with The Royal Canadian 
Regiment.

His father, Brigadier Vernon Hodson, served in 
The RCR from 1913 until the second year of 
the Second World War. Vernon Hodson joined 
The RCR at Fredericton (“H” Company). He 
served in the Regiment throughout the First 
World War (1914-18) in Canada, Bermuda, 
Northern France and Flanders. Hodson 
deployed to England and the Western Front on 

26 August 1915 as a platoon commander in “A” Company. Commanding “B” Company during the 
bloody assault on Regina Trench, during the Battle of the Somme, Major V. Hodson was severely 
wounded in the head by a shell fragment on 08 October 1916. 

Hodson Senior was eventually invalided home to Canada, where he became the Adjutant of a flight 
training centre at Long Branch, Ontario, near Toronto. When the Permanent Force battalion of 
The RCR was officially reconstituted on 03 April 1919, Captain Vernon Hodson became Acting 
Adjutant. Hodson was eventually posted to Rosedale Barracks in Toronto, with “B” Company, in 
1919. It was here that Ian Hodson was born. Rosedale Barracks was an assortment of temporary 
wooden-frame, tar paper buildings that burned to the ground in 1923. 

In October 1924, Captain Vernon Hodson was named Adjutant to Lieutenant-Colonel C.H. Hill 
and the Hodson family moved to Wolseley Barracks, London. At Wolseley Barracks, Ian Hodson’s 
first bedroom window looked out over the lawn and was only a hundred feet from the canon 
and flagpole that overlooked Elizabeth Street. Ian Hodson later recalled his childhood at Wolseley 
Barracks: “Every morning and evening a bugler and orderly arrived to play ‘reveille’ or ‘last post’ 
and raise or lower the flag. All day the various bugle calls were sounded for parades, meals, etc. 
Almost every day I would hear the band rehearsing either in its band room or out on the square. 
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Consequently, military music was all I knew 
for many years. Since five other kids and I were 
so impressed with the Regimental Band on 
the square, we formed our own Junior Band.” 
Ian and his brother Keith attended the nearby 
Lord Roberts School from kindergarten until 
graduation.

On 01 May 1931, Major V. Hodson was 
appointed Officer Commanding “D” 
Company, at St.-Jean, Quebec. Meanwhile, Ian 
had received his initial introduction to the army 
while a student in Grade Eight. He attended a 
signals course taught by the army on Saturdays 
at the City of London Fusiliers Armouries. Here 
he had learned semaphore and Morse code. 
During 1934, Major Hodson was posted from 
St.-Jean to Halifax, as OC of “A” Company. 
The Hodson family would join him there. 
Also by 1934, Ian’s older brother, Lieutenant 
V.N. “Neel” Hodson, had joined The RCR as 
a subaltern. 

During the summer, while “A” Company 
attended training camp at Aldershot, Nova 
Scotia, Ian Hodson served as his father’s 
civilian batman. His duties included looking 
after Major Hodson’s uniforms, even down 
to polishing brass buttons. In late 1937, Ian 
joined the Princess Louise Fusiliers of Halifax 
as a provisional second-lieutenant in the 
Militia. He was the youngest subaltern in his 
training class. In the summer of 1938, Ian 
Hodson was in Aldershot on a course that 
would qualify him to the rank of Lieutenant. 
During his drill examination he was assessed by 
his father. At the end of that summer of 1938, 
Major Vernon Hodson was posted to Toronto’s 
Stanley Barracks as OC of “B” Company. 

Remaining in Halifax, Lieutenant Hodson 
applied for a commission in the Permanent 
Force. Militia officers, such as Ian Hodson, 
could qualify for a Permanent Force 
commission by completing the “Long Course.” 
This was exactly how both his father and older 
brother had obtained their commissions. He 
underwent a period of initial training and 

assessment with “B” Company at Toronto. At 
this time he was earning the sum of $3.00 per 
day, less deductions. Then, from 01 January 
– 31 March 1939, Hodson successfully 
negotiated the Long Course at Royal Military 
College (RMC) at Kingston, Ontario. This was 
followed by a final period of assessment, six 
months long, at London with “C” Company. 
Lieutenant Hodson was commissioned as a 
Permanent Force officer in The RCR, just 
three days before the outbreak of the Second 
World War in late August 1939. This occurred 
immediately following a summer training camp 
at Niagara-on-the-Lake, where his father, Major 
Vernon Hodson had been the senior officer.  

German troops invaded Poland on 01 
September 1939 and on 10 September Canada 
declared war on Nazi Germany. On 10 
November The RCR was ordered to concentrate 
at Valcartier in preparation for deployment to 
the United Kingdom. Suffering from ill health, 



the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel 
K.M. Holloway, was unable to proceed overseas. 
He was replaced as CO on 26 November by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Vernon Hodson.

On 21 December 1939 the Battalion sailed 
from Halifax for England aboard the HMT 
Almanzora. Lieutenant-Colonel Hodson 
was CO; Major Neel Hodson, his son, was 
OC of “A” Company. During the invasion of 
France by German armies in May/June 1940, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hodson commanded the 
Battalion during an abortive deployment to 
northwest France, from 13-17 June; Major 
V.N. Hodson was also along, still in command 
of “A” Company. Meanwhile, through 1940, 
Lieutenant Ian Hodson was temporarily 
detached from The RCR as the Training Officer 
with the Recruit Company of the Royal 22ieme 
Regiment.

While The RCR was quartered at Reigate, Surrey, 
on 21 October 1940, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hodson was elevated to the command of 1st 
Canadian Infantry Brigade. Lieutenant Ian 
Hodson, having returned to the Regiment and 
served as a platoon commander and company 
2IC, was named Adjutant. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hodson was succeeded as CO of The RCR, 
on an acting basis, by Major T.E.D’O. Snow, 
with Major Neel Hodson as acting Second-
in-Command. Towards the end of November 
Vernon Hodson was eventually placed in 
command of a brigade in the recently formed 
4th Canadian Armoured Division. Shortly 
thereafter he was repatriated to Canada, 
promoted to Brigadier and retired.

On 15 July 1941, Lieutenant-Colonel Snow 
succeeded Lieutenant-Colonel M.K. Greene 
as Commanding Officer. Major Neel Hodson 
was named Battalion Second-in-Command 
at the same time. In March 1942 Captain 
I.A. Hodson was posted back to Canada as 
an instructor on the Company Commander’s 
Course. After one year in Canada, in 1943, Ian 
Hodson returned overseas to rejoin The RCR as 
a company commander in time for Operation 

Husky, the invasion of Sicily. Captain Hodson 
was OC of “C” Company. 

“C” Company was one of the two lead assault 
companies to land first when The RCR came 
ashore on the Pachino Peninsula, the morning 
of 10 July 1943. “C” Company quickly secured 
its landing beach. In the words of Captain 
Hodson, “As far as C Company was concerned 
the actual landing and the initial stage of the 
battle seemed like a glorified scheme. Much to 
our surprise there was no enemy manning the 
beach defences. We swung right and cleared the 
beach according to plan.” Later that morning, 
“C” Company pushed inland and with “D” 
Company, captured the Pachino Airfield and 
occupied the high ground to the north, suffering 
just one casualty in the process. 

Captain Hodson commanded “C” Company 
through the bitter climax of the Sicily campaign, 
fighting in the bloody actions at Valguarnera, 
Nissoria, and Agira. As of 30 July, with an 
attack on Regalbuto pending, Hodson, now 
promoted to Major, was acting as the Second-
in-Command of the Battalion. As The RCR 
advanced eastwards from Agira to Regalbuto, 
just six kilometres away, the rear of the Battalion 
came under heavy German artillery fire. 
Major Hodson was wounded at this time and 
eventually evacuated to North Africa.

In October 1943, Major Ian Hodson returned 
to The RCR, already embroiled in the 
Italian campaign. He was initially the OC 
of Headquarters Company and eventually 
Battalion Second-in-Command. On 18 
December, The RCR was fatefully committed 
to an assault on the Ortona Crossroads 
(Objective Cider on the Ortona-Orsogna 
Lateral). The Battalion was decimated losing 
many key leaders and reduced to a strength of 
only 18 officers and 159 men. On the evening 
of 18 December Major Hodson came up from 
the rear to relieve Major Bill Mathers, who had 
been hit by a sniper, and assumed command of 
the unit. With Major Hodson in command of 
the much depleted Battalion and Major Strome 
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Galloway personally leading the two assault companies, “A” and “B,” the Ortona Crossroads was 
successfully stormed by The RCR on the afternoon of 19 December. 

However, suffering from a devastating combination of jaundice and malaria, Ian Hodson was forced 
to reluctantly relinquish command to Major Galloway and accept medical evacuation to the rear on 
20 December. Major Hodson, desperately ill, was hospitalized. He was eventually returned to duty 
and remained in Italy until May 1944 as the Chief Training Officer for Canadian Reinforcement 
Units. In May 1944 he returned to Canada as the Chief Instructor at the Special Training Centre 
at Sussex, New Brunswick. Later, Hodson became the Second-in-Command of the Pacific Infantry 
Training Battalion at Vernon, British Columbia. Before being discharged from the army in 1946, 
Major Hodson closed the training camp at Camp Ipperwash, Ontario. Sadly, Ian’s father, Brigadier 
Vernon Hodson, had passed away in July 1945.

Ian Hodson experienced a hiatus from military service for six years, but in 1952 returned to the 
army as an officer with the Governor-General’s Foot Guards (GGFG) of Ottawa. From November 
1956 – March 1957 he served as Adjutant. Major Hodson was appointed Company Commander 
of No. 1 Company in March 1957. Promoted Lieutenant-Colonel in 1961, he subsequently served 
for three years at Militia Group Headquarters.

In October 1964 Lieutenant-Colonel I.A. Hodson assumed command of the Governor-General’s 
Foot Guards. He remained CO until 15 July 1967. During his tenure of command, Lieutenant-
Colonel Hodson was instrumental in the formation of the GGFG Cadet Corps, which to this day 
remains an important part of the GGFG Regimental Family. While CO, he was also Aide-de-
Camp to the 19th and 20th Governors-General of Canada, Georges Vanier and Roland Michener 
respectively.

Ian Albert Hodson was an outstanding Canadian and a distinguished officer of The RCR. From 
Brigadier Vernon Hodson, the father, through Lieutenant-Colonel Ian Hodson, the son, there is 
a continuous thread, including two world wars, of Regimental history covering the years 1913 – 
1946. 



In Memoriam: 
Colonel G. Scott “Scotty” Morrison

Colonel Gilbert Scott “Scotty” 
Morrison passed away peacefully 
at home in Ottawa, with his 
family at his side, on 03 April 
2010. This followed a gallant fight 
with cancer. He was 81 years of 
age. Colonel Morrison is survived 
by Midge, his wife of 55 years, 
daughter Alexa, sons Dahl and 
David, and by six grandchildren. 
A great soldier and Canadian, 
fittingly Colonel Morrison now 
rests at the National Military 
Cemetery, Beechwood. 

Scotty Morrison was born on 27 
September 1928 at Halifax, Nova 
Scotia. Colonel Morrison joined 
the COTC contingent at Dalhousie 
University of Halifax in 1947. He 
was commissioned as an infantry 
officer in that famous Militia 
regiment, the Princess Louise 
Fusiliers, in 1949. He graduated 
from Dalhousie University in 
May 1951. With Canadian troops 
fighting in Korea, Scotty Morrison 
transferred to the Regular army 
and volunteered for active service. 
Shortly thereafter he became an 
officer with the 1st Battalion The 
Royal Canadian Regiment (1 
RCR), an airborne battalion. By 
June he had successfully completed 
parachute training at Rivers, Manitoba. Colonel Morrison proceeded to serve in Korea as a platoon 
commander of No. 6 Platoon, B Company, with 1 RCR from April 1952 – April 1953.

While in Korea, Scotty Morrison also served as a Liaison Officer at 25 Canadian Infantry Brigade 
and as Canadian Liaison Officer to the 15th Infantry Regiment/3rd US Infantry Division. Upon 
returning from Korea in April 1953, he was part of the historic parade where 1 RCR was granted 
the Freedom of the City of Ottawa and addressed by the Prime Minister; the only Canadian unit 
granted such an honour during the Korean War.

Celebrating the life of a soldier, 
loving husband and father

Col. G. Scott Morrison
Sept. 27, 1928 – Apr. 3, 2010
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Following his return from Korea, Lieutenant Morrison 
remained in the Regular army.  In August 1954 he 
married his wife, Midge. At this time Morrison was 
posted to the Royal Canadian School of Infantry at 
Borden, Ontario. He remained there for four years as 
an instructor. Promoted to the rank of captain in 1957, 
Captain Morrison transferred to the Black Watch 
(Royal Highland Regiment) of Canada in 1958. From 
1958-62, he served with the 1st Battalion The Black 
Watch at Aldershot, Nova Scotia, West Germany, and 
Gagetown, New Brunswick. From 1962-63 Scotty 
Morrison attended the Defence Services Staff College 
in India (Wellington Cantonment, Nilgiris District, 
Tamil Nadu). Promoted to major, he returned to 
Gagetown as a company commander with the 1st 
Battalion The Black Watch in 1963.

From 1964-66, Major Morrison was posted at NDHQ Ottawa as a staff officer. In 1966 he became 
the Canadian Forces Liaison Officer at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, home of the US 82nd Airborne 
Division. Here he qualified for U.S. Army jump wings. On Canada Day (01 July), 1967, Scotty 
Morriosn demonstrated his remarkable style in celebrating Canada’s Centennial: he parachuted 
while wearing a Highland kilt, surely a North American first. In 1968 he was promoted to 
lieutenant-colonel and fittingly, he returned to Gagetown to command the 1st Battalion The Black 
Watch. Lieutenant-Colonel Morrison commanded the Battalion until Regular components of The 
Black Watch were disbanded on 30 June 1970. In fact, he commanded the Final Trooping of the 
Colours of the 1st and 2nd Battalions of The Black Watch at Gagetown on 06 June 1970.

On 01 July 1970, Lieutenant-Colonel Scotty Morrison rebadged back into the Regiment he had 
seen combat with in Korea, The RCR. That same day he assumed command of 2nd Battalion The 
Royal Canadian Regiment (2 RCR). This Battalion was made up of officers and men who had 
served so recently with either 1st or 2nd Battalion The Black Watch. Lieutenant-Colonel Morrison 
was CO until 31 July 1971. His tenure of command was very active. On 15 October 1970, 2 RCR 
deployed to St. Hubert, Quebec during the FLQ Crisis and remained there until December. In 
February 1971, Morrison took his Battalion to Jamaica for jungle and mountain training.

In the summer of 1971, Lieutenant-Colonel Morrison was posted to Kingston, Ontario as Directing 
Staff at the Land Force Command and Staff College. The following year he attended the National 
Defence College, also in Kingston. In 1973 Scotty Morrison was promoted to Colonel and returned 
to Gagetown as Deputy Base Commander. This was followed by another staff appointment at 
NDHQ from 1975-77. Colonel Morrison capped his Regular Force career with a posting at 
CENTAG (Central Army Group Europe) HQ, in Heidelberg, West Germany from 1977-81.

In 1981 Colonel Morrison returned to Ottawa and transferred from the Regular Forces to the 
Supplementary Ready Reserve, in which he remained until reaching compulsory retirement age 
in 1993. From 1993 he sat on the Regimental Advisory Board of The Black Watch (RHR) of 
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Canada. In retirement Colonel Morrison was very active with the Korean Veterans Association 
(KVA), The Black Watch of Canada Association, and The RCR Association. He had a wonderful 
life, an outstanding career and will be well and fondly remembered by all who knew him.

Pro Patria

Nemo Me Impune Lacessit

Korean War Veterans Day, Ottawa, 24 
June 2007. Col Scotty Morrison with his 
great friend, Capt Claude McKenny. Both 
men were platoon commanders with 1 
RCR in Korea, Mar 1952 – Apr 1953.

Col Morrison with another 
old friend, former Minister 
of National Defence, Gordon 
O’Connor, at the National 
Cenotaph.
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Editor’s Note: Colonel Scotty Morrison saw active service with 1st Battalion The Royal Canadian 
Regiment during the Korean War, from April 1952 – April 1953. He was Platoon Commander of 
No. 6 Platoon, B Company, 1 RCR. He also served as a Liaison Officer at 25 Canadian Infantry 
Brigade Headquarters and as Canadian Liaison Officer with the 15th Infantry Regiment/3rd U.S. 
Infantry Division while in Korea. He wrote the following account of his Korean War service in 
2008. In reading his story you will note, as I did, that his intelligence, wit, humour, innate decency 
and down to earth common sense shine through on every page. When I was finished reading his 
account, I found myself wishing there was more. Sadly, we lost a great soldier and Canadian when 
Colonel Morrison passed away at Ottawa on 03 April 2010.

Part 1

These recollections cover a period primarily from April of 1952 to April of 1953, during which 
the author served as an infantry platoon commander with 1st Battalion of The Royal Canadian 
Regiment (1 RCR) during the Korean War. 

I had been commissioned in the Militia (Princess Louise Fusiliers) in Halifax in 1949 and continued 
with my university education until graduation in May of 1951. By mid-May, I had reported for duty 
with 1 RCR, a parachute battalion, 
in Camp Petawawa, Ontario and 
was sent to Rivers, Manitoba for 
parachute training in June. That 
was a new experience indeed and it 
was my first time to take a ride in 
an aircraft.

The subsequent months were made 
up of training with the platoon 
I would be taking to Korea the 
following year. Our 2nd Battalion (2 
RCR) was serving there in 1951 and 
we were slated to take over from them 
in April of 1952.

This all came to pass, with the 
now 22 year old encountering new 
adventures and eye-openers each 
passing day. I especially enjoyed the 
continuation parachute training we 
were given, in part because they paid 
us an extra thirty dollars a month to 
be on the jump roster, not a small 

M e m o i r s  o f  a n  I n f a n t r y 
P l a t o o n  C o m m a n d e r

 Canada to Korea and Back, 1952 – 1953
By Colonel G. Scott “Scotty” Morrison

Brigade Commander shortly after arrival in Korea. Lto R: Lt 
Shorty Fairhead; Lt Al Peterson; Lt Scotty Morrison; Lt Sam 
MacDonald; Lt Scotty Martin; Lt Dave Hansen (Capt George 
Taylor over Hansen’s left shoulder) shaking hands with 
Brigadier Rockingham; and LCol Peter Bingham, CO 1 RCR



168 PRO PATRIA 2010

sum in those days. One of the more exciting jumps I enjoyed that summer was to make a parachute 
drop into the Ottawa River, adjacent to Camp Petawawa. This was just so we’d know the drill if we 
were inadvertently dropped into water at some future time.

Another interesting sideline to my regular platoon commander duties was being employed through 
much of the summer of 1951 as either a Prosecuting Officer or a Defending Officer in the formal 
trials of numerous miscreants, primarily new soldiers who either deserted or went absent without 
leave when they or the army didn’t live up to their expectations. Most defendants were sentenced 
to time served while awaiting trial and they were summarily discharged at the conclusion. This was 
also in the period when we were still building up the Special Force for Korea, so the doors were wide 
open to any volunteer.

Time passed quickly as we moved into the winter months, including limited winter warfare training, 
though  most of us didn’t figure we’d run into the kind of winter in Korea that we experienced in 
Canada. Final preparations wound up in February and we were on our way by the 19th of March 
1952. It was a long trip…by troop train to Seattle, Washington, two weeks at sea on an American 
troopship, a brief stop at Yokohama in Japan and thence to Korea for disembarkation by barge in 
the port city of Inchon.

From there, we moved by trucks to Britannia Transit Camp, where we were to shake out for a few 
days preparatory to moving into our new brigade area. I remember that it was the 10th of April 
when our Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Peter Bingham, introduced all the officers 
of our battalion who had arrived by then, to Brigadier Rockingham, the Brigade Commander (of 
25 Canadian Infantry Brigade). His father, Mr. Rockingham Senior, was a member of Lee and 
Martin, a well-known Halifax accounting firm where my younger brother, John Morrison, was 
studying to be a chartered accountant. When he found out that I was bound for his son’s brigade, 
Mr. Rockingham asked that I take along a few books for his son to read. Strapped as I was for space, 
I couldn’t refuse the dear old man’s request and I lugged those books across the world to the “big 
cheese.” His comment, “what will the old bugger think of next,” didn’t sit well with me and I never 
saw him as the ‘great’ commander as some others did. Anyway, he was near the end of his one year 
tour and would be replaced by Brigadier Pat Bogert, a former member of The RCR, on April 28th.

Another anecdotal happening at the transient camp…we had been there a couple of days and there 
were rows of ablution tables in the accommodation area along with a supply of wash basins and 
clean water for washing. After finishing off my morning ablutions one day, I returned to the site 
to pick up my watch which I’d carelessly left on one of the tables. It was gone. No doubt a light-
fingered Brit, I surmised at the time. But the watch was an army issue model and when I asked 
for a replacement it was not granted before I was docked about half of my next month’s pay. Not 
punishment, just bad luck!

A few days after meeting the Brigadier, our company was on a short deployment exercise, siting 
weapons and slit trenches, fields of fire and those things infantrymen always seem to be doing. 
Suddenly, nearby, we heard a sound like a shot and a puff of smoke only a hundred meters or so to 
our (the platoon’s) flank. It was the detonation of a booby trap and our CO, LCol Bingham, was 
wounded. He had been accompanied by one of our platoon commanders (who was also slightly 
wounded) and was observing our training at the time of the incident. The battalion was not yet 
complete on the ground, with elements still due to arrive over the following two weeks. Being the 
next senior officer available, Major E.L. Cohen, my company commander, now had to take over 
the battalion temporarily until the Battalion Second-in-Command (2IC), Major Frank Klenavic, 
arrived a week or so later. Our Company 2IC, Captain Herb Cloutier, was able to take over from 
Major Cohen in the meantime and we moved forward to the Brigade rear area to make our final 
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preparations for relieving a sub-unit of 2 RCR.

It was mid-April, the weather was lousy with traces of cold wet snow and our equipment load was 
more than difficult to handle. Every man had four army blankets to carry, as well as poncho, spare 
boots, sweater, shirts, socks and underwear, personal weapon, steel helmet, water bottle, mess tins 
and eating utensils, and ammunition. All of this stuff was shoved into a large pack, small pack, two 
basic pouches and the pockets of our uniform. Did I mention shaving kit, shoe brush and polish, 
brass cleaner, shell dressing, paper, maps, and other military paraphernalia? All in all, I estimated 
that each man’s load at the time of moving into the line was in the vicinity of 90 pounds. We looked 
forward to moving into a location where we could stash much of this weight out of the way for 
every day living.

Finally, on the night of the 17th of April 1952, our company relieved a company of 2 RCR on a 
feature called Hill 187. The platoon I relieved was commanded by an old friend, Lt Burke Ritchie, 
and they were, as a Maritimer would say, “right some glad to see us.” They had put in a rough 
year, including mobile and static operations, and all of them were anxious to say good-bye to this 
unforgiving place after a year away from home and the loss of many close comrades and friends. 

Our new platoon position faced Chinese positions about 1000 meters to our front, bridged by a 
wide river valley and covered for the most part by rice paddy fields. On our flanks and rear there 
were already well developed mine fields and sections of ground intertwined with several rows of 
barbed wire for additional protection from attack. Communication trenches and bunkers had been 
partially completed by the previous occupants and we in turn would improve on those as time went 
on.

Our uniform was a World War II vintage battle dress and every man had a standard issue poncho with 
issue boots and clothing. We were very well armed. In my platoon, we had seven .303 calibre Bren 
light machine guns (LMGs), two .30 calibre belt-fed machine guns (U.S. made), a 2 inch mortar, 
a 60 mm mortar, personal weapons including rifles and sub-machine guns, and ammunition to go 
with all the foregoing. The platoon commander was armed with a 9 mm Browning automatic pistol 
(completely useless for my job) and a Very pistol (for lighting up the battlefield with illuminating 
flares when necessary or to signal a pre-arranged movement). We also had an ample supply of hand 
grenades and smoke grenades as well. This was fine for our circumstance at the time, but in mobile 
operations we would be very much limited by what each individual could carry at the time. We also 
had several cases [editor’s note: unfortunately the original manuscript is interrupted at this point; it 
resumes approximately one month later]

Part 2

Koje-do, an obscure island off the south coast of Korea and some 60 kilometres west of the port of 
Pusan, had been used since 1950 to provide POW facilities for over 120,000 captive Chinese and 
North Koreans. A series of events in the administration of these facilities led to the loss of control 
by the gatekeepers and subsequent uncontrolled rioting by the prisoners.

The newly appointed overall Commander of UN Forces in Korea, General Mark Clark, had called 
in an American airborne unit, the 187th Regimental Combat Team (187 RCT), among other 
American troops to improve the situation. He also asked the Netherlands, Britain and Canada 
to contribute troops. The others complied and the Canadian military staff in Japan agreed, but 
neglected to tell Ottawa about the move until after the fact. 

Fifty-five years later, in 2007, our politicians would “get their knickers in a knot” with complaints 
that Canadian troops were not handling Taliban prisoners properly in the Afghan mission.
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On May 22nd 1952, B 
Company of 1st Battalion 
The Royal Canadian 
Regiment (1 RCR) 
departed from its front 
line positions north of 
Seoul, travelling by truck 
and train, arriving on 
May 25th by amphibious 
landing craft (LCT) on 
the Koje shore. I was No. 
6 Platoon Commander 
and led our company 
ashore from the LCT. We 
were joined on the trip by 
a British rifle company of 
the 1st Battalion King’s 
Shropshire Light Infantry 
(KSLI). We would share 
duties equally with them 
through our stay on Koje.

Our Company 2IC, 
Captain Herb Cloutier, 
had arrived on site a couple 
of days earlier and this 
gifted officer had all the necessary administration/logistical wheels turning very favourably for us by 
the time we set foot on shore. A camp was bull-dozed for us with sufficient space for a parade square 
and tents were procured for accommodation and recreation for our 140 man company. Herb was 
a master scrounger and convinced the Americans to “lend” us 2 and ½ ton trucks sufficient for our 
needs on a permanent basis for the duration of our stay on Koje.

Prisoners were housed in compounds of about 6,000 men each, surrounded by guard towers and 
row on row of high barbed wire fences. This was to change immediately and already new 500-man 
compounds were under construction. On June 4th, our two companies took over responsibility 
for the old Compound 66, housing some 3,200 prisoners, mostly North Korean officers. In 
the meantime we had been honing our skills in riot and crowd control and assigned duties and 
responsibilities for the coming tasks.

But first, the out-of-control compounds needed to be emptied and prisoners moved to the new, 
smaller compounds. The first move took place on June 10th from Compound 76 and was heavily 
resisted by the prisoners. The ensuing struggle left the prisoners with 31 killed and 111 wounded, 
with two U.S. soldiers killed and several wounded. Within three hours, the compound was emptied 
and the occupants moved to other compounds. We watched this latest operation with great interest 
because Compound 66 was to be emptied within the next few days. So, on June 13th when it was 
our turn, we enjoyed a peaceful evacuation of “our” compound without incident.

Part 3

The new compounds were austere and functional with sufficient accommodations under canvas 
for sleeping, eating and ablutions. With no further problems facing us, we could confidently look 

Koje Island Prisoner of War Camp, June 1952.
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forward to rejoining our Brigade in the near future. In the meantime, we continued to assist with 
prisoner relocation and making sure that our soldier skills were practiced and perfected.

During this “time-out” period, Koje was visited by the Earl Alexander of Tunis, then the British 
Minister of Defence and an old friend of General Mark Clark. I was absolutely thrilled to be 
chosen to command a Guard of Honour for this visit. This was especially so because it was he who, 
as Canada’s Governor-General, Viscount Alexander of Tunis, signed my Commission Scroll in 
1949 when I was first commissioned in the Princess Louise Fusiliers, a well-known Halifax militia 
unit. I would not see him again. In June 1970, almost to the day 18 years later, I would recall his 
visit that day in 1952 with his widow while we were both in attendance at the Royal Ascot races in 
England. But that’s another story.

It was also during this period that we met a most unusual lady who appeared (just in time for 
lunch) at our Officers’ Mess tent. Company officers hosted visits from our Allied contingents, 
the British, Dutch and Americans, plus an assortment of war correspondents and our host nation 
officers. The lady who appeared unannounced was a Miss Aida Sandell, who hailed from Nova 
Scotia. She was, as best we could determine, a medical missionary, and she had in her charge a 
sizeable hospital/orphanage on Koje Island. She was the feisty type of lady one didn’t scrutinize too 
closely, so details of her background were at best “fuzzy.” Suffice it to say that she had us all come 
for a visit to her domain and we were duly impressed. In a remote location, in a country ravaged 
by war and disease, she was doing good things with limited resources and using any opportunity 
she could find to supplement those resources. It was inevitable that we Canadians would come 
under her spell and before we left Koje we had delivered to her hospital two 2.5 ton truckloads of 
rations, clothing, bedding and medical supplies, all scrounged from our American hosts with warm 
respects and good will.

When we weren’t training, a number of us were actively practising our boxing skills for a match 
organized by the 187 RCT and involving mostly Dutch, British and Canadian boxers. The Dutch 
army heavyweight boxing champion was with the Dutch battalion and volunteered to help train 
our boxers. Having difficulty with English, he always prefaced his demonstration of boxing moves 
with “lookee, lookee.” We had a number of rather good boxers, mostly from Cape Breton and 
they acquitted themselves well. For some of us, it was a new experience, not to be repeated, but we 
had been matched accordingly so that there were no lopsided victories or losses. In my case, as a 
134-pound welterweight, I was matched with a Dutch lad of similar size and skill who rose to the 
occasion by giving me a bloody nose and two dislocated thumbs. I landed a lucky punch in the 
third round to give me a decision, but at the time I could think of nothing more than great relief 
that my boxing career was at an end!

Shortly thereafter, on July 7th, Brigadier 
Bogert, our Brigade Commander, made a 
visit and spoke with praise for the work 
we’d done. The next day, we started 
clearing our encampment and embarked 
for Pusan on an LST, just the way we had 
arrived seven weeks earlier.

Personnel from B Company, 1 RCR practice 
anti-riot drills at Koje-Do POW Camp, June 

and eight Bren guns.
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Part 4

All was well with the POW camp reorganization and no more political arrows were shot in our 
direction. Just before heading north again from Pusan, we had an overnight stop sufficient to do a 
couple of things that geography permitted. It was Saturday, July 12th, and on that morning I went 
to a Korean telephone exchange and negotiated a good price (about $12 U.S.) for a phone call to 
North America. It was just after noon in Pusan and just after midnight (of 12 July) in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, when I called my parents. What a thrill to surprise them with my call. It was their 25th 
wedding anniversary.

That same afternoon, I was able to make a quick visit to the UN Military Cemetery nearby. One of 
my long-time school chums through high school and university, Lt. Joe Levison, had been serving 
as a Public Relations Officer with the PPCLI on May 26 1951, when his jeep detonated a landmine 
and he was killed. It reminds one of the IED deaths being encountered by our soldiers 50 plus years 
later in Afghanistan. With permission, I was able to take a photo of Joe’s grave marker, the only Star 
of David marker in the cemetery. Joe was an only son and the photo gave some measure of comfort 
to his grieving parents. Before the end of 1952, five members of the platoon that had accompanied 
me to Koje would also be resting in the same cemetery in Pusan.

The trip north by train and wheeled transport had us back in the 25 Canadian Infantry Brigade 
area by July 14th and we would have a month to reorganize ourselves and continue training as 
we prepared for the next move forward to the front lines. On August 10th, 1 RCR replaced 1st 
Battalion The Welch Regiment on Hill 355 (Kowang-San). I had barely become familiar with the 
new terrain when I was moved to Brigade Headquarters as a Liaison Officer less than two weeks 
later. I didn’t stay there for very long either and was moved to our Brigade’s right flank to be the 
Canadian Liaison Officer to the 15th Infantry Regiment of the 3rd US Infantry Division in the last 
week of September. 

It was there that I met a most interesting gentleman named Major John Eisenhower. It was Ike’s 
son, no less, and because his father was the Republican nominee in the forthcoming November 
Presidential election, Major Eisenhower was prohibited from moving forward to visit the troops in 
or near the line of fire. In a number of instances, I willingly observed and reported on what I had 
seen up front (all, of course, complimentary to the US forces!). I find it somewhat uncanny that in 
November of this year (2008), 55 years after that first major UN action in Korea, an American war 
hero, Senator John McCain, will be running once again as the Republican nominee, while the US 
is engaged in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Space doesn’t permit detail of the several months that followed, including an interesting stint at the 
1st Commonwealth Division Battle School in Hara Mura, Japan. 1 RCR left Korea on the 9th of 
April 1953. After spending about five days in Kure, Japan, the battalion travelled by sea and then 
by train, arriving at Ottawa’s Union Station on Monday, April 27th. We arrived there with roughly 
350 all ranks, less than 50% of our pre-Korea strength, due to casualties and illness. We had lost 
52 killed, 270 wounded, and 14 missing or taken prisoner, plus about 100 evacuated because of 
illness or injury.

During our cross-Canada train trip, we stretched our legs en route and pressed our one “good 
uniform” under the mattresses in our sleeping cars.
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On parade, 1953.

Part 5

We were greeted at Ottawa’s Union Station by Mayor Charlotte Whitton and given the Freedom of 
the City of Ottawa – at which point we marched to Parliament Hill (the weather was kind to us), 
resplendent with our maroon berets, regimental neck scarves, glistening brass and boots. Formed up 
in line on Parliament Hill, facing the Centre Block, we were addressed by Prime Minister Louis St. 
Laurent in a warm “welcome home” speech. This was indeed a singular honour and we were thrilled 
to our boot tops. During the Korean campaign, no other Canadian unit received such a high level 
accolade as 1 RCR did that day. 
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I n March of 2010 MCpl Jody Mitic and Cpl Andrew Knisley of The Royal Canadian Regiment 
(The RCR) participated in the opening ceremonies for the Para Olympic Games in Vancouver. 

Celebrating with a drink(s?) at a local bar later that evening they glanced at the TV and caught a 
few minutes coverage of the 2009 Targa Newfoundland, a five day 2,200 km high speed tarmac rally 
on the back roads of Newfoundland. They speculated that if they entered the event they might be 
able to raise money for the Soldier-On Fund. They had both been helped by the fund during their 
recovery from very serious combat wounds, as Jody and Andrew only had one complete leg and 
three good arms between the two of them. 

In 2007 MCpl Mitic was a sniper on patrol in Afghanistan when he stepped on a mine which 
removed both of his legs below the knee. Less than two years later he completed a half marathon. In 
2009 while Cpl Knisley was on patrol two artillery shells buried in a mud wall were detonated and 

Written by that very distinguished officer of The Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, Major-
General Lewis MacKenzie, the following article, “No Mountain Too High,” first appeared in “The 
Patrician,” the Regimental publication of The PPCLI. It is now published in Pro Patria with the 

express permission of The Patrician, The PPCLI RHQ, and MGen MacKenzie.

No Mountain Too High
By Lewis MacKenzie

L-R Darryl Malone, Nigel Mortimer, 
Lew Mackenzie in NFLD
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took off his entire right leg and severely damaged his right arm. Less than a year later he completed 
a five km walk for charity. 

Someone advised the two soldiers that I had yet to grow up and was still racing formula cars and 
that in 2004, along with my co-driver Nigel Mortimer, had entered our first rally and won our 
category at the Targa. There are only three Targa (Italian for plate) events in the world: Tasmania, 
New Zealand, and Newfoundland. There are two divisions, one for the technical time distance 
teams at modest speed and an Open Division for the “faster you go the higher you place” teams. 
Naturally race car drivers favour the latter, getting up to 200kph on the narrow and windy back 
roads of Newfoundland, where a braking point mistake can (and has) deposited a car in the Atlantic.

Jody and Andrew paid me a visit and based on their post-amputation accomplishments to date, I 
had no doubt they could race in the open category or at the very least compete. Five minutes later 
I was managing the effort. Let’s face it, how do you say no to a couple of truly outstanding role 
models - even if they are RCR! We decided that it was too late in the year to be ready for the event 
in mid-September. There were a few things we needed and they would all take time to source or 
complete: a car prepared to the toughest safety standards demanded by the rules; rally computer; 
in-car communication system; race driver school; rally instruction; certified fire-proof driving suits; 
special wheels and tires for testing and race; transport to move the car; at least $40k for expenses; 
accommodation and meals in Newfoundland for at least 10 days; airline tickets for the team to and 
from Newfoundland; a thousand “hero cards” that all the teams needed to satisfy the autograph 
seekers at each stop along the rally route; and a myriad of other minor expenses along the way. We 
agreed that we should be ready 18 months later for the 2011, tenth anniversary event. 

The next day I prepared a proposal for supporters to consider and sent it to some racing contacts. 
When I came back to my computer an hour later I was shocked to see a week’s worth of messages 
cued up waiting for a response. The Targa organization had waived the five thousand dollar entry 
fee and was arranging as much free accommodation for the drivers as possible. Doug Metham, 
Targa’s man on the mainland, had some ideas where we might source a car. The Motorsport Club 
of Ottawa (MCO), where I’m a member, waived the fee for the two soldiers to attend race driver 
school at the new track at Calabogie outside Ottawa and the owners of the Calabogie race track 
offered free track time for practice. Glen Clark, also an MCO member and a past outright winner of 
the Targa, volunteered to provide rally instruction and offered free participation at his rally schools 
in Ottawa and Newfoundland and Country Racewear offered to make the expensive special driving 
suits and team jackets and shirts. 

I called Jody and Andrew and said, “If I can arrange a car and expense money within the next 
month, do you want to forget 2011 and compete this year?” Jody’s response was, “Andrew, get your 
driving shoe (singular!) ready, we’re going racing!” 

Now I needed help on the mechanical side if we were going to find and prepare the right car. That 
was easy. My friend and team mate at the 2004 Targa and the owner and crew chief of the formula 
car team I race with, Nigel Mortimer, volunteered to take on the coordination of preparing the car. 
Nigel is also the Chief Instructor at the MCO driving school where I also instruct, so we would be 
able to personally deliver the race driving instruction.

Initially Doug Metham recommended we contact Toyota as they were getting a good deal of 
bad press regarding multiple recalls. We knew they still had the race prepared hybrid Toyota that 
participated in the Targa a few years back. I figured “hybrid” soldiers in a hybrid car would garner 
a lot of publicity. Toyota was keen for a couple of weeks and then backed out, allegedly because 
of their concern that isolating the on-board batteries in the event of an accident would be more 
challenging for multiple amputees. They obviously didn’t know Jody and Andrew.
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Toyota’s turning us down was the best luck we had during the entire six month project for it pointed 
us in the direction of Honda Canada, thanks again to Doug Metham. I called Richard Jacobs 
(retired US Army), the senior public relations officer at Honda and briefed him on what we were 
trying to do. Within hours Honda Canada was fully committed and authorized by the President 
himself, Mr. Masahiro Takedagawa

Now that we had the car, we needed money for expenses and I didn’t want to spend a cent of tax-
receiptable support, as any such donations should go to the Soldier-On Fund. I sit on a number of 
mining boards within the Forbes&Manhattan Group led by Stan Bahrti. Stan has an annual golf 
tournament in Muskoka for the many Bay Street investors who finance his operations. In July, after 
the tournament dinner, I gave a short presentation on Jody, Andrew and their plan to compete 
in this year’s Targa and less than three minutes later I had every dollar I needed to do the project 
without cutting corners. 

Over the next two months the Acura TL SH-AWD was race prepared in Toronto, including a 
modified roll cage with easier access. Jody and Andrew excelled at the race car driving school, did 
a couple of practice rallies, were fitted for driving suits and helmets and managed to keep their day 
jobs. 

A press conference was held at the Canadian War Museum in August to officially introduce the team 
during which both soldiers demonstrated their ease with the media, which augured well for all the 
publicity they were about to get! Early on, CTV’s Tom Clark, my friend and reporting mentor on 
a number of trips to Somalia, Bosnia, Belgrade, and Kosovo, promised W5 would cover the story 
from day one. Inside Track, Canada’s premier motorsport magazine offered constant support and 
gave the project lots of print.

Honda Canada provided us with two crew members, Rob Zarcone and Eric Vlasic, who knew the 
Acura inside out and were great support to Nigel. Bearing in mind the beating the car would be 
subjected to at the Targa, a number of modifications to brakes and cooling were made before the car 
was put on the trailer and sent off to Newfoundland. 

On 8 September we all flew to St John’s in time for a reception for Jody and Andrew hosted by the 
Lieutenant–Governor John Crosbie. The room was filled with Afghan veterans from The 
Rock. As everyone wanted a piece of our two 
drivers I had to exert my “mommy” role 
making sure they got a good night’s sleep 
as once the competition started they would 
get very little. 

The competition started on Monday the 
13th of September and ended five days and 
2,250 kms later. Each day there were eight 
special stages varying in length from five 
to forty kms. Each stage had a very quick 
minimum time that had to be achieved and 
if you made that time on all forty stages 
you won a Targa plate. Less than half the 60 
teams would do so. The other time that had 
to be met was in many stages impossible to 
achieve, but the team that was quickest in 

o 

 
 

L-R MCpl Jody Mitic, Cpl Andrew Knisley 

with their race car.
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each stage received the fewest penalty points and at the end of the week the team with the fewest 
penalty points was declared the winner. 

Some days the weather was appalling (a hint of what was to happen a week later when the area of 
the competition was severely damaged by Hurricane Igor) and Jody and Andrew had forty chances 
to make one driving error that would mean no Targa plate. Some teams were back for their sixth 
time without once winning a plate. Our team was in a strong second place on the third day and 
were putting pressure on the leading factory entry in their category when its engine grenaded just in 
front of them. A piece of the piston imbedded in the Acura’s Michelin tire but it only caused a slow 
leak and the car made it to the finish line - now in first place!

Late on the fifth day at the St John’s Harbour Wharf the results were announced and MCpl Jody 
Mitic and Cpl Andrew Knisley not only won their Targa plate but also won their category (Modern-
large displacement). Motorsport history was made and the Soldier-On Fund was the beneficiary. 
One of the messages on my answering machine when I got home was a $50,000 anonymous 
donation. A great start towards our $150,000 target.

It was a true honour accompanying these two outstanding role models as they ticked off another 
box on their “Bucket list”. I’ll leave it to your imagination as to what comes next – although 
Jody did mention the Isle of Man motorcycle race which just happens to be the most dangerous 
motorsport event in the world. Go figure.

Acura TL SH-AWD Race Car
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The Royal Canadian Regiment Voluntary 
Contributions Program

The purpose of the Voluntary Contributions Program (VCP) is to provide funding for Regimen-
tal initiatives benefiting individual members of the Regiment as well as major regimental projects 
and operations.  A portion of the contributions received will be invested to aid in the financing of 
long-term projects, thus ensuring that the Regiment retains the capability to preserve historical 
traditions and to define and promote the distinctiveness of the Regiment. 

From its inception, the VCP has been pro-rated by rank with more senior ranks asked to contrib-
ute a larger individual monthly contribution than junior ranks.  

FAQs
What VCP rate should I be paying?

Remaining in good standing with respect to the VCP is one criteria for the receipt of Regimental 
departure gifts. Regimental departure gifts include the Regimental coin for less than 20 years 
served in the Regiment and the Soldier of the Queen statuette for more than 20 years service.

• Pte $3.00
• Cpl\MCpl  $4.00
• Sgt\WO\MWO $7.00
• CWO $11.00
• OCDT\2Lt\Lt\Capt $8.00
• Maj\LCol\Col $12.00
• Gen $17.00

What does VCP support?

•  Free issue of accoutrements (e.g., initial issue of 
badge, buttons, etc., PT shell, Sgt’s sash)

• Regimental Departure Gifts
• Tributes sent on behalf of Regiment (e.g., flowers)
• Support to Association Bursary
• Support to Pipes & Drums
• Support to Regimental operations
• Bookkeeping/Accountant/Banking

For more information visit

www.theroyalcanadianregiment.ca 

Enhanced Departure Gift

Soldier of The Queen
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PRICES INCLUDED IN PRO PATRIA CHANGE FREQUENTLY as new stock is received. 
The most current prices can be found online at our website. If you would like our staff 
to assist you please contact them using the contact information below. Please ensure 
that your contact information is correct.

Regimental Store Order Form

Contact Us 
Our mailing address is:
REGIMENTAL WAREHOUSE
The Royal Canadian Regiment
Victoria Barracks
PO Box 9999 Station Main
Petawawa Ontario   K8H 2X3

ORDER DESK
Phone: 613-687-5511 Local 2871
Fax: 613-588-5932 

WEB SITE: 
www.theroyalcanadianregiment.ca/kitshop

Name (Please Print):

Mailing Address: 

  Postal Code: Rank (if Military)  

Home Tel #:  Office Tel #:

Credit Card:   Account#: 

Name on Card:  Expiry Date:

Authorized Signature: 

NAME OF ITEM COLOUR SIZE QTY PRICE 
PER ITEM 
(SEE WEBSITE)

TOTAL
PRICE

ADD HST 13%
Shipping & 
Handling

$13.00

TOTAL

**WE DO NOT ACCEPT CHEQUES WITH YOUR 
ORDER. PLEASE SEND PAYMENT ON RECEIVING 

THE INVOICE. ONCE WE RECEIVE THE PAY-
MENT WE WILL SEND OUT THE ORDER.**

Method of Payment (check one)
Credit Card:                Invoice: 
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Regimental Item Stock 
code

Web  
Price 

RCR Banner  3’x6’ FLAG01 $70.00

RCR Banner 18”x36” FLAG02 $27.00

RCR Banner Desk FLAG04 $7.00

RCR Ceremonial Buckle CER0001 $18.00

Pace Stick Black DRL004 $190.00

1897 Infantry Pattern Sword Officer DRL003 $1,450.49

Ceremonial Sword Knot Infantry Officer DRL006 $27.00

Ceremonial Sword Belt White Leather DRL007 $184.00

RCR Cap Badge Metal  NCM CB0007 $9.00

RCR Cap Badge Bullion Cloth MWO- 
Officer CB0011 $12.00

RCR Blazer Crest – All Ranks DRES123 $18.10

RCR Blazer Crest – Metal (All Purpose) DRES21 $18.10

VRI Belt Buckle (DEU) BELT08 $16.50

VRI  Button  26 L Pocket BUT03 $1.90

VRI Button  30 L Jacket BUT04 $1.90

RCR Collar Dogs (DEU) DRES18 $7.50

Infantry Sash Sgt DRES45 $85.00

Infantry Sash Crimson WO  -CWO DRES51 $105.00

DEU Shoulder Title Metal DRES36 $8.58

DEU Shoulder Title Cloth DRES58 $1.50

Mess Dress Button  20 L BUT01 $1.90

Mess Dress Button  24 L BUT02 $1.90

Mess Dress RCR Cummerbund DRES74 $25.00

Mess Dress Cuff Links  SNR NCO DRES002 $16.50

Mess Dress Cuff Links  Officer DRES003 $18.50

Mess Dress Color Dogs Silver  Officer DRES73 $16.00

Mess Dress Shirt Studs  SNR NCO Set DRES005 $15.00

THE ROYAL CANADIAN REGIMENT WAREHOUSE 

Prices are subject to change. Visit the Website for the latest prices.
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Regimental Item Stock code Web 
Price

Mess Dress Shirt Studs Office Set DRES006 $20.00

1 RCR Decal DECALS1 $3.00

2 RCR Decal DECALS2 $3.00

3 RCR Decal DECALS3 $3.00

4 RCR Decal DECALS4 $3.00

Tie Pin NCM DRES007 $6.90

Tie Pin Officer DRES008 $6.90

Mini Regimental color and Queen colors set Flags Colors 
1,2,3,4 $250.00

Men’s Simple VRI Band GOLD (14K)  
(7 mm width only) 3 Week order timing VRI Ring 1 $550.00

Ring Men’s Simple VRI Band Sterling silver 
(10 and 8mm width) assorted of size in stock VRI Ring $35.00

Epaulette RCR Association DRES15 $16.50

RCR Association Decal DECALS5 $3.00

For More Items and Information visit:
www.theroyalcanadianregiment.ca/kitshop

THE ROYAL CANADIAN REGIMENT WAREHOUSE
Prices are subject to change. Visit the Website for the latest prices.
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Regimental decanter set with 2 oz shot glasses, total of 19 pieces. One of each Coy 
crest from all 3 regular battalions on the shot glasses. The decanter has the Regimental 

cypher on it

$400.00

Battalion decanter set with 2 oz shot glasses, total of 7 pieces. One of each Coy crest from either 
the 1st, 2nd or 3rd Battalions on the shot glasses. The decanter has the Regimental cypher on it.

$225.00 

All crests are beautifully etched on the shot glasses with great detail. Also available are 11 oz 
Tall Boy glasses with the same detail. You can buy a set or individual pieces. E-mail thercrrhq@

gmail.com or visit the website www.theroyalcanadianregiment.ca for your own personal set.

Decanter $170.00
Shot glasses $17.00 each

Tall Boy glasses $23.00 each

Please quote coupon number “12211883”
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THE ROYAL CANADIAN REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
BURSARY PROGRAM APPLICATION FORM

This application is available online 

1.  Name of Applicant:

 Address:  Postal Code:

 Phone: (       ) Date of Birth:

 Email:

2.  Secondary School(s) attended & dates:

3.  What grade did you or will you complete this June?

4.
current scholastic year:

5.  High School credits you intend to complete in the current scholastic year:

 School Activities:

6.  Community Activities:

  (Community service is an important selection criterion and should be recorded in detail.        
Letters of reference or appreciation may be included.)

7.   Name the institute of higher learning, which you plan to attend in the next  
scholastic year:

8.  IS YOUR PARENT, GRANDPARENT, OR GUARDIAN:

 a. A serving member of The Royal Canadian Regiment?

 b. A former member or deceased member of The Royal Canadian Regiment?

 OR

 c. Are you a member or spouse of a member of The Royal Canadian Regiment?

 OR

  d.
by The Royal Canadian Regiment?
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If the answer to items 8a, 8b or 8c inclusive is “yes” please provide the following 
information:

Name & Service Number of Parent, Grandparent, Guardian or Spouse who is serving or 
has served in The RCR:

Dates of Service: 

The RCR Unit or ERE:

9.   THE FOLLOWING CERTIFICATE IS TO BE COMPLETED WHEN APPLICATION IS         
SUBMITTED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 8D ABOVE:

  (Name of Applicant)

of 
  (RCR Unit, ERE, Cadet Corps – Number & Name)

10.

 a.  Total of both parents’ or serving members’ gross income for the previous         
calendar year:

 b. Number of supported children, including applicant who are attending:

 pre–school  high school

 public school  university

11.  Please attach to this application a reference from your secondary school 
principal. If a cadet or serving soldier or spouse, a letter from your unit CO 
must also be enclosed.

12.  All sections of this form must be completed and all pertinent documents, 
including the acceptance to the institute of higher learning, submitted to the 

not available at the time of application)

13. SIGNED: Applicant:

 Parent, Guardian, CO:

 Place:  Date:

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION BY 
30 JULY.

PLEASE FORWARD A COPY OF YOUR FINAL 
MARKS BY 31 AUGUST OF THE YEAR OF      
APPLICATION.

CHECKLIST:
Have you enclosed:  Application Form   Principal’s Letter of Recommendation
 Final Marks (if available)  Acceptance document from University/College
 Letter from CO (if applicable)  Community Service letters/references

NOTE: It is important to send your application with all information complete. Failure to do so 
can jeopardize your chances!! Use the checklist above to ensure all is in order.

To:  Bursary Committee, The RCR Association
 Regimental Headquarters
 The Royal Canadian Regiment
 Victoria Barracks 
 P.O. Box 9999, Stn Main
 Petawawa, ON K8H 2X3 
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MOVED OR MOVING
**IMPORTANT**IMPORTANT**IMPORTANT**IMPORTANT**IMPORTANT**

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN TO RHQ IF YOUR ADDRESS HAS CHANGED
Mail to: Regimantal Headquarters, The Royal Canadian Regiment, Victoria Barracks,  

PO Box 9999 Stn Main, Petawawa, ON K8H 2X3 

OLD ADDRESS
Print Name, Rank, Decorations (or attach old label)  Name of Spouse

House no., Street Name, Apt. no./P.O. Box/R.R. no.

City  Province  Postal Code

NEW ADDRESS
House no., Street Name, Apt. no./P.O. Box/R.R. no.

City  Province  Postal Code

Signature  Phone
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T he Royal Canadian Regiment, the 
senior infantry regiment in the 
Canadian army, has an appropriately 

long and close connection with the royal 
institution. For example, since the creation 
of The Royal Canadian Regiment, The RCR 
has participated in every royal coronation. 
The Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II, on 
02 June 1953, was no exception. On this 
occasion, as in the 1937 coronation of George 
VI, the Regiment’s contingent would be part 
of a larger official Canadian Coronation 
Contingent. This would consist of some 900 
personnel drawn from the Royal Canadian 
Navy, the Canadian Army, the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, and the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police. 

The Canadian Coronation Contingent 
consisted of two components: a street-lining 
element of some 425 personnel, made up 
of Reservists; and a marching component 
employing the balance of the personnel. The 
former group was to take part in the lining of 
the route of the Coronation Procession. The 
procession route covered 7.2 kilometres from 
Buckingham Palace to Westminster Abbey. On the way to the Abbey the procession would move 
down the Mall, pass under Admiralty Arch and enter Trafalgar Square. The Canadian street-liners 
would line that portion of the route on Cockspur Street in front of Canada House, near Hyde Park. 
The dress uniforms for the Canadian Coronation Contingent, patrol dress blues, were supplied by 
Tip Top Tailors of Toronto.

The marching contingent would participate in the Coronation Procession. The Canadian Army 
Detachment was to be commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel JR “Jim” Stone, who had commanded 
2 PPCLI in Korea, during the battle of Kapyong in April 1951. The Canadian Army Detachment 
was based on two formations, the 25th Canadian Infantry Brigade (25 CIB) from Korea and the 
27th Canadian Infantry Brigade from Germany. From 25 CIB, regimental contingents would come 
from The Royal Canadian Regiment, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, and the Royal 
22ieme Regiment. 

For The Royal Canadian Regiment the decision as to which of the three battalions would participate 

The Queen’s Coronation, 2 June 1953
 2 RCR and the Crowning of a Queen

By Capt Ross Appleton, with Sgt Len Delaney; photos by Ann Delaney

�

Buckingham Palace duty, 
Lance Corporal Len Delaney
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in the Coronation was made straightforward by the unit rotation to the Korean theatre of war. Only 
one battalion so far had completed a combat tour in Korea and that was 2 RCR, from 05 May 1951 
– 24 April 1952. The Second Battalion, now stationed at Wolseley Barracks, London, Ontario, had 
been back for nearly a year and was well into the swing of training and garrison routine. 

So 2 RCR, commanded at this time by Lieutenant-Colonel GC Corbould, was the inevitable choice. 
The Battalion was tasked to provide a total of 21 Officers and Men for the Canadian Coronation 
Contingent. These men would have the honour of marching in Queen Elizabeth’s Coronation 
Procession on 02 June 1953 and later on would mount the Queen’s Guard at Buckingham Palace. 
The 2 RCR Detachment would consist of two officers, one warrant officer, three sergeants, and 
15 junior ranks. This contingent included: Maj RD (Dick) Medland, DSO; Lt CG Darling; 
Warrant Officer 1st Class (WO1) JJT McManus; Sgt RW (Bob) Craig; Sgt Hugh Payne; Sgt GED 
Wilkinson; Cpl Spier Cameron; Cpl Earle; Cpl Grant; Cpl MacDonald; Cpl Bill Simms; Lance 
Corporal Len Delaney; Pte Arsenault; Pte Coady; Pte Russ Connaught; Pte Gnatiuk; Pte Howlett; 
Pte Hurst; Pte Kavanaugh; Pte Llewellyn; and Pte Veysey.

It is noteworthy that every man in the 2 RCR Detachment was a recent combat veteran of Korea 
and a paratrooper. Additionally, more than half the personnel in the contingent were veterans of the 
Second World War. The detachment was commanded by Maj Richard Dillon Medland, the OC of 
A Company. He had won his DSO during WWII and had been awarded the Bronze Star for valour, 
one of only two officers of The RCR to win a U.S. decoration for bravery in Korea. 

WO1 J. James T. McManus was the Regimental Sergeant-Major of 2 RCR. He had been appointed 
to this position on 09 August 1950, remarkably at the age of only 28, making him the very first 
RSM of the Second Battalion. McManus had a very distinguished record during the Second World 
War. As of 1941 he had attained the appointment of Company Sergeant-Major (CSM) with the 
Cameron Highlanders of Ottawa. CSM McManus landed in Normandy on D-Day, 06 June 1944, 
and served throughout the subsequent operations in North-West Europe, including the Liberation 
of Holland. 

Upon returning to Canada he was posted to The RCR at Brockville, Ontario in October 1946, 
with the appointment of CSM. Against the backdrop of the Korean War, McManus was promoted 
to WO1 and on 09 August 1950 was made RSM of 2 RCR, as that unit formed at Petawawa, 
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Ontario. Serving in Korea from 1951 – 1952, 
Mr. McManus remained as RSM until 26 August 
1953. The actual position of RSM McManus in 
the Canadian Coronation Contingent was as 
Regular Force Sergeant-Major of the Canadian 
Army Contingent.

Lance Corporal Len Delaney was a fine example 
of the kind of men who were in the ranks of 
the 2 RCR Detachment. During the Second 
World War he had five older brothers and a sister 
who served in uniform. Len himself, as well as 
another brother, fought in Korea. With the 

outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950, Len Delaney volunteered for active service in Korea 
with the Canadian Army Special Force. In August 1950 he joined the newly formed 2nd Battalion 
The Royal Canadian Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel RA Keane, at Petawawa. 

After extensive training, 2 RCR arrived in Korea on 05 May and by mid-May had been ordered into 
action at the front. On 25 May, in the P’och’on Valley, on the approaches to the “Iron Triangle,” 
2 RCR was in action for the first time as it attacked an enemy held high feature. On 29 May, 2 
RCR had crossed the 38th Parallel. This was followed closely by the Battalion’s epic clashes with the 
Chinese at Chail-Li on 28 May and at Kakhul-Bong on 30 May. Numerous offensive operations 
followed which carried 2 RCR, as part of 25 Canadian Infantry Brigade, across the Imjin River. The 
intent was to push the front lines as far northward as possible. In October the Battalion captured 
Hill 187 and shortly thereafter 25 CIB consolidated on the Jamestown Line. The conflict would 
now settle down into static, defensive warfare that would last until the end of the war in July 1953. 

On 02 January 1952, Lieutenant-Colonel Keane departed and was replaced by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Corbould. On 07 February the Battalion was saddened to hear the news of the death of King 
George VI, Britain’s popular wartime monarch. Two days later the officers of 2 RCR assembled at 
Battalion HQ to swear fealty to Queen Elizabeth II. As of 10 March 1952, the Battalion entered 
the front line for its last tour of duty before repatriation. The last contact with the enemy occurred 
on 29 March. Soon after, 2 RCR was pulled back to the Kansas Line to await relief.

On 11 April 1952, the leading elements of 1 RCR arrived and 
from 21-23 April 1 RCR formally relieved 2 RCR. The Second 
Battalion was moved back to Pusan, from where it was ferried to 
Japan. During May, the Battalion was shipped in two groups by 
sea from Yokohama; the first group arrived at Vancouver on 18 
May; the second reached Seattle, Washington on 28 May. Prior 
to the onward journey east by train, all ranks were processed 
and then granted 60 days leave without having to return to 
Petawawa, then the home base for 2 RCR. On 29 July 1952, 2nd 
Battalion The Royal Canadian Regiment was officially reformed 
at Petawawa. As of 12 January 1953, 2 RCR was moved from 
Petawawa to Wolseley Barracks at London. Upon arrival at 
Wolseley Barracks, 2 RCR was granted the Freedom of the City 
of London. In March Major Medland, Lieutenant Darling, RSM 
McManus, Lance Corporal Len Delaney and the other men were 
officially selected for the Coronation Contingent. 

Her Majesty at the Queen’s Garden Reception

Queen Elizabeth II & PM Stephen 
Harper at the Queen’s Garden 

Reception, Rideau Hall, 
30 June 2010

�
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Prior to sailing for England, the 
Canadian Coronation Contingent 
was assembled at Valcartier Camp, 
near Quebec City. On 29 April 
the contingent sailed from Quebec 
City aboard the Cunard Line 
vessel, Franconia. A physical fitness 
programme was instituted during the 
trans-Atlantic voyage to insure the 
men didn’t put on weight. Arriving 
at Liverpool, the contingent then 
travelled by train to London. Their 
eventual destination was Pirbright 
Camp, Surrey, near Aldershot. 
Other Commonwealth contingents, 
including the Pakistanis, were also quartered at Pirbright. The training of the Canadian Coronation 
Contingent was now taken in hand by the famous Brigade of Guards.

Two days prior to the Coronation, which was to take place on 02 June, the contingent was moved 
to Kensington Gardens Camp in London and placed in tents along the Round Pond. On the day 
of the Coronation it was raining. At 9:00 AM the two respective components of the Canadian 
contingent moved off to their forming-up points. The huge military parade, involving contingents 
from throughout the British Commonwealth and Empire, marched along the route, preceding the 
Queen. Within the procession were three royal parties: the royal princes and princesses; the Queen 
Mother and Princess Margaret; and Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip in the 250 year old Gold 
State Coach. Other dignitaries included the British Prime Minister and wartime leader, Winston 
Churchill, and Louis St. Laurent, the Prime Minister of Canada.

The Coronation was a massive event, costing $4 million and 16 months in the preparation. The 
ceremony was conducted in accordance with long established tradition at Westminster Abbey, 
involving the Peers of the Realm and the high clergy of the Church of England. However, there 
was one startling innovation that had been resisted by Winston Churchill, but finally approved by 
Queen Elizabeth herself. The Coronation ceremony was televised for the first time ever.

An estimated three million spectators lined the route between Buckingham Palace and Westminster 
Abbey to watch the Coronation procession. The Queen arrived at the Abbey, where 8,000 guests 
attended, at 11:00 AM. Amidst pomp and splendour, the Archbishop of Canterbury administered 
the Coronation Oath to Queen Elizabeth and eventually placed St. Edward’s Crown upon her head. 
When the ceremony was concluded, Queen Elizabeth II departed Westminster Abbey by way of the 
Great West Door. The Queen returned to Buckingham Palace in her gilded coach, along the same 
route as before, escorted by the thousands of military personnel, including the Canadian marching 
contingent. The Canadians and the other Commonwealth contingents marched to the strains of 
“Soldiers of the Queen,” “British Grenadiers,” “Waltzing Matilda,” and “The Maple Leaf Forever.”

Of Coronation Day, the Battalion diarist of 2 RCR noted, “Mere words can never express the 
grandeur, the pomp and the circumstance, the feeling of personal pride that everyone saw and 
felt.” In Korea that day, a contingent of soldiers from 3rd Battalion The Royal Canadian Regiment, 
commanded by Lieutenant A.J. Hocking, participated in a 1st Commonwealth Division parade 
marking the Coronation. In celebration of the event, Canadian troops drank a generous rum issue 
to toast the Queen, while Canadian tanks fired blue, red and white smoke shells at enemy positions.

Sergeant Len Delaney and Queen Elizabeth II

�
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On 03 June the Canadian contingent was at 
Buckingham Palace, in the gardens, to receive 
their Coronation medals from Queen Elizabeth. 
Just two days later the Canadian Coronation 
Contingent received the signal honour of 
mounting the Queen’s Guard at Buckingham 
Palace and at St. James Palace, from 05-06 
June 1953. The Queen’s Guard mounted by 
the Canadian contingent was commanded by 
Major Dick Medland. Lance Corporal Delaney 
and Private Hurst were the first relief at the 
main gate of Buckingham Palace; with a state 
dinner taking place at the palace that evening, 
the two men were very busy repeatedly sloping 
arms. Prime Minister Louis St. Laurent visited 
and congratulated the Canadians mounting the 
guard at St. James Palace. On the morning of 06 
June, the Canadians were relieved by troops of 
the Grenadier Guards.

For the remainder of the time in the UK the 
members of the Canadian contingent were 
guests of the British armed forces, and were able 
to see the sights just like tourists. For the Royal 
Canadians this included a day and a night spent 
with the First Battalion of their allied regiment, 
the Gloucestershire Regiment, at Warminster. 
On 15 June the Canadians were at Portsmouth, 
aboard the Canadian aircraft carrier, HMCS 
Magnificent, to watch the Queen’s review of 
the British fleet off Spithead. This marked the 
culmination of the Canadians’ participation 
in the Queen’s Coronation. The next day, 16 
June, the contingent was sailing for home from 
Southampton.

Dramatic changes were in store for Len 
Delaney and 2nd Battalion The Royal Canadian 
Regiment. In November, the Battalion departed 
Wolseley Barracks to begin a two year tour with 
NATO in West Germany. On 08 November 
1953, 2 RCR marched into its new quarters 
at Fort York, Soest, West Germany. The unit 
would remain at Soest until November 1955. 
At the same time, Len Delaney was made up 
to Corporal. 

The Royal Canadian Regiment had been 
without a Colonel-in-Chief since Field Marshal 
HRH Prince Arthur, the Duke of Connaught 

had died on 16 January 1942. Following the 
Second World War Princess Elizabeth had been 
approached with the request that she take up this 
appointment, but her many other commitments 
precluded this possibility. However, once 
Elizabeth ascended the throne, it became clear 
that Prince Philip would accept this honour. 
Thus on 08 December 1953, Field Marshal 
HRH, the Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, 
KG, KT, GBE, CD, officially became Colonel-
in Chief of The Royal Canadian Regiment.

From 1951 and over the next 60 years, Queen 
Elizabeth, with Prince Philip at her side, would 
officially visit Canada on 22 separate occasions, 
spending some 222 days in the country. 
Meanwhile the career of Len Delaney continued 
apace. In November 1955 Corporal Delaney 
departed Germany with 2 RCR, returning to 
Wolseley Barracks. Len Delaney was promoted 
to sergeant in February 1957. He remained in 
London until September 1961 when he was 
posted as a recruiter to Hamilton, Ontario. In 
September 1962 Len Delaney was transferred 
to 1 RCR at Ipperwash and then rotated to 
Germany with the Battalion in November 
1962. In November 1965 Sergeant Delaney 
rejoined 2 RCR when that Battalion replaced 1 
RCR at Fort York. 

Len Delaney was posted to 1 RCR at Wolseley 
Barracks in November 1967. However, before 
a year had passed, he was back at Soest with 
2 RCR. In 1970, 2 RCR was scheduled to 
rotate back to Canada. However, significant 
changes were taking place as the Canadian 
army reorganized. Battalions of the Canadian 
Guards and the Black Watch were reduced to 
nil strength as of 30 June 1970. The disbanded 
1st and 2nd Battalions of the Black Watch 
amalgamated and reformed as 2 RCR.

In Germany half of what had been 2 RCR, 
along with personnel from 2 PPCLI, began 
forming a new hybrid unit at Soest, to be known 
as 3 Mechanized Commando. On 28 June 
1970, 3 Mech Commando, technically part 
of the Airborne Regiment, officially came into 
being. In July units of 4 Canadian Mechanized 
Brigade Group (4 CMBG) began the move 

�
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from Fort York to Lahr and Baden Soellingen. It was during 
this last posting to Germany that Len Delaney was part of 
a group photo that was taken in the Sergeants Mess with 
the Colonel-in-Chief of the Regiment, HRH Prince Philip.

In July 1971, Sergeant Delaney joined the Regular Support 
Staff at Brockville, Ontario, remaining with the Brockville 
Rifles for the next five years before taking retirement in 
February 1976. As the years went by, Len Delaney remained 
very much a part of The Royal Canadian Regiment and 
was active with the Thousand Islands Branch of The RCR 
Association. In 2010 he became aware that Queen Elizabeth 
would be visiting Canada from 28 June – 06 July. In March 
of 2010, a proposal was made to the Canadian government 
that surviving veterans who had marched in the Queen’s 
Coronation Procession on 02 June 1953 be given the 
opportunity to meet their sovereign again. By 29 April this 
proposal had gained the endorsement of Veterans Affairs 
Minister Jean-Pierre Blackburn.

Some two weeks prior to the arrival of the Royal Couple, it was decided that veterans of the 
Canadian Coronation Contingent would be granted the opportunity to meet the Queen in one of 
four centres: Halifax, Ottawa, Toronto or Winnipeg. Sgt Len Delaney and wife Ann were invited to 
the Queen’s Garden Reception to take place on 30 June at Rideau Hall in Ottawa. Thus on 30 June 
2010, Len Delaney was part of a reception line in the gardens of Rideau Hall (the official residence 
of the Governor-General of Canada), a soldier of the Queen about to honour his sovereign once 
again.

Appropriately, Sergeant Delaney was resplendent in his Patrol Dress Blues, the same uniform he 
had worn 57 years before at the Queen’s Coronation. He wore his paratrooper’s maroon beret with 
Regimental cap badge; white gloves and white belt with Regimental buckle; scarlet sash; and jump 
wings and medals on his dark blue tunic. Sergeant Delaney stood proudly at attention as Queen 
Elizabeth, Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Prince Philip made their way down the reception 
line towards him, his wife Ann Delaney watching nearby. With an exchange of words, first the 
Queen and then the Prime Minister passed by. 

Finally HRH Prince Philip stood in front of Len Delaney. It proved to be a memorable moment for 
both men. A gleam of recognition shone in Prince Philip’s eyes. Remembering an occasion that had 
taken place in the Sergeants Mess at Fort York over 40 years before, the Colonel-in-Chief cocked his 
head and remarked, “What are you doing here? The last time I saw you, you were in Germany.” One 
of the attributes of a great leader is that he always remembers the men who have served with him. It 
should never be forgotten that Prince Philip had a distinguished, even brilliant combat record as an 
officer aboard destroyers during World War II. Touched by the royal remark, Len Delaney recalled, 
“Yes, Your Highness, and you organized to have a group photo taken in the Sergeants Mess.”

For Sergeant Len Delaney, the soldier’s road had been long, eventful and worthwhile; from Fort 
Lewis, Washington to Wainwright; from Pusan to the Iron Triangle, fighting his way across the 38th 
Parallel in Korea; from Wolseley Barracks to Petawawa; from Fort York, Soest to Baden Soellingen; 
and from Hamilton to Brockville. The recognition at Rideau Hall by his Colonel-in-Chief, HRH 
Prince Philip, had been a fitting tribute to a gallant soldier of The Royal Canadian Regiment.

HRH Prince Philip, Colonel-in-Chief 
of the Royal Canadian Regiment

�



THE LAST WORD
Your feedback is always welcome. If you have 
suggestions please send them to RHQ, Attn: 
The Regimental Adjutant. Work for Pro Patria 
2011 is now underway, so send your ideas 
soon. Written submissions and photographs 
are always welcome. Please send these digitally 
if at all possible. 

Please ensure that the authors and 
photographers are clearly identified. Pro Patria!

The Regimental Adjutant

Capt RA Appleton
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Field Marshal, His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh,
KG, KT, GBE, CD. Colonel-in-Chief of The Royal Canadian Regiment since

08 December 1953.
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